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guiſh, ſo as to know whoſe it was, cry- 
ing out Murder. My own Footman 
immediately ran off, and adviſed me to 
do the ſame. As I was going back I 
perceived Mr. Afieck coming towards 
me with a drawn Sword in his Hand, and 
at a little Diſtance from him, Tom pini- 
oned, by two Men who had their naked 
Swords at his Breaſt, and ſwearing they 
would diſpatch him, if he offered to 
make the leaſt Reſiſtance : He being 
forced to be a Witneſs of what he knew 
would end in the Deſtruction of one of 
us, and perhaps of both, was bawling: 
out to the People to hinder our fighting. 
Notwithſtanding I was ſo ſurprized at 
this Event, that I hardly knew where I 
was for ſome Time, I endeavoured to 
recollect myſelf as well as I could. As 
ſoon as he was within Diſtance of hear- 
ing, Is this Sir, ſaid I, acting like a Man 
of Honour? Is this the Sincerity Jam 
to expect from you? Since you are not 
unacquainted with my Sentiments to- 
wards you and your Family, how can 
you think that I can ever draw my Sword 
againſt you? You may behave in what 
Manner you think proper, but I ſhall 
never be able to look upon you as my 
Enemy. I ſhall force you to it, I war- 
rant 
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rant you, ſaid he, coming towards me, 
unleſs you are the baſeſt Wretch that 
ever lived: At the ſame Time he lifted 
up his Arm with a Deſign of giving me 
two or three Blows with the flat Part of 
his Sword. Fired at ſuch a Behaviour, I 
parried the Blow, and putting my Hand 
on my Sword, Reſpect, and not Fear, Sir, 
ſaid I, has prevented me hitherto from 
conſidering you in the Light you are ſo 
fond of appearing in : I perceive that you 
are accompanied hither by my unworthy 
Rival; (for indeed, I knew him to be 
one of thoſe who were holding down 
Tom.) He is your Enemy as well as 
mine; do not, therefore, hinder me from 
revenging myſelf upon him as he de- 
ſerves. This is the ſureſt Method that 
can be taken to prevent his coming to a 
ſhameful End, and to convince you that 
I deſerve your Eſteem, as much as he 
does your Contempt and Indignation. 
Whilſt I was ſaying this, I walked to- 
wards Marklend, but Mr. Aﬀteck placed 
himſelf between us: Do not, ſaid he, 

Sir, think to get off ſo eafily. I 
will diſpenſe for once with the Reſpect 
that you are pleaſed to ſay you owe me. 
After you have run me through the Body, 
you may fight with whom, and as long 


as 
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as you pleaſe. I ſaw now that there was 
no Poſſibility of avoiding a Duel. At 
firſt I only tried to parry his Thruſts, 
very coolly, but as I was willing to ad- 
vance upon him in order to get the nearer 
to Markland, I obliged Afﬀeck to retire 
I was within two Yards of him, when on 
a ſudden, Miec attacked me ſo briſkly 
with his Backſword, that he broke a 
Part off of the Hilt of my Sword, and 
cut two of my Fingers very much. My 
Sword turned in my Hand, upon which 
[ foreſaw that I ſhould be diſarmed, and 
perceiving what ſort of a Man I had to 
deal with, as he made uſe of a Weapon 
which is never brought out but into the 
Field, I concluded that his Deſign was to 
cut off my Wriſt if he could, I therefore, 
immediately retired a few Paces, and ad- 
vancing again attacked him with all the 
Violence that I could, which was. pro- 
bably increaſed at the Sight of my own 
Blood, and at the baſe Manner in which 
I had been uſed : The ſecond Thruſt I 
made, I ran my Sword through his Body, 
juſt under the right Shoulder. I thought, 
that this was a finiſhing Stroke, and 
therefore retired. Affleck, however, was 
not ſatisfied ; upon which we began again, 
when both of us. being enraged pretty 

fufficientiy, 
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ſufficiently, and neither thinking of him- 


ſelf ſo much as how to diſable his Ad- 
verſary, that in leſs than ten Minutes, I 
received ſix Wounds and gave him three. 
At laſt I was determined to make one 
Puſh for all, and ſeeing a little opening, 
ran my Sword thro' the middle of his 
Breaſt, upon which he fell down, and 
as he was falling, ſaid, Tis J have been 
in the wrong: But ſo far from being ſa- 
tisfied at what I had done, I reſolved to 
avenge myſelf and Mr. Afieck on the 
the Villain who had been the Caule of the 
whole Diſturbance ; beſides that it was 
now high time to releaſe Tom. In order 
to ſucceed the better, I took up Mr. 
Aﬀeck's Sword, and carried it to Mark- 
land, Come Sir, ſaid I, let 4s engage 
now. His. Companion immediately took 
to his Heels. The Confuſion that ap- 
peared in Markland's Face upon my Ap- 
proach, made me ſuſpect that he was 
going to do the ſame. I called out 
to Tom to hinder him from going by 
him. The Wretch ſeeing that there 


was no Poſſibility of eſcaping, was ſo 
mean-ſpirited as to kneel down and beg 


his Lite. You deſerve, ſaid I, to be put 


to Death for your baſe Attempt, and for 
the irreparable Miſchief that you have 


been 
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been the Cauſe of my committing, but 
I ſhould debaſe myſelf by preventing the 
ignominious End that awaits you, I 
grant you your Life, on Condition, that 
you will give up all Manner of preten- 
lions to Miſs Afileck, who by no means 
deſerves to be ſacrificed to ſuch a Villain, 
and that you will own to her Father, if 
he is capable of underſtanding you, the 
ſeveral Steps that you have taken in order 
_ to prejudice him ſo thoroughly againſt 
me. I will comply with theſe Conditions, 
Sir, ſaid he. Come then along with me, 
ſaid I, We then went towards Mr. 
Mech, who, by this Time, had been 
lifted up from the Ground, by ſome of 
the Neighbours. They were carrying 
him to a Surgeon's in the Neigbourhood, 
and we followed them in. 

Whilſt they were making the neceſſary 
Preparations to dreſs his Wounds, he cried | 
out, I am ſure nothing can be done, pray 
let me die in Peace; then turning to- 
wards Markland; How dare you, ſaid he, 
come here after the Villainy you have 
been guilty of? As yet, good Sir, ſaid 
Markland, you are acquainted with but 
a ſmall Part of the Story. What is there 
then, ſaid Mr. Afieck, that I as yet do 
remain ignorant of? Why, Sir, if Jea- 

louſy 
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louſy can be any Extenuation of my 
Crime, ſaid Markland, I hope you will 
allow me to make uſe of it in my De- 
fence. I am the only Perſon that am 


guilty, and Mr, S is entirely inno- 


cent of what I have laid to his Charge, 
Pray explain yourſelf, ſaid Afileck. Ir is 

now no longer a Time to trifle, ſaid 

Markland; let me inform you then that 
I envied Mr. s Happineſs in being 
ſo well received by your Daughter, and 
contenanced by Lord M——. In order, 
therefore, to compaſs his Ruin more 
effectually, I forged both your Hand and 
his, and by that Means have kept up a 

Correſpondence between you, in which 
neither of you were really concerned, 
Nay, this very Morning I wrote him a 
Letter, full of Proteſtations of Friend- 
ſhip and Eſteem in your Name. (Upon 
this I pulled out the Letter mentioned by 
Markland, and gave it into Mr. Afieck's 
Hands without ſaying a Syllable.) At- 
ter having read it very attentively, pray 
what Aſſault, ſaid he, to Markland, is 
this that you have charged yourſelf with 
in this Letter? Alas! Sir, ſaid he, du- 


ring the Time that I engaged you to pro- 


mite that you would not ſtir out of Doors, 


I went into the Country; I had ſet Spies 
over 
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over Mr. , and having got Intel- 
ligence where he was, I determined to go 
thither and ſhoot him. I miſſed him in 
my Attempt, and wounded his Servant; 
your Nephew prevented my Deſign's be- 
ing effectual. Is there then, ſaid Mr. 
Aﬀieck, ſuch a Monſter upon Earth? 
and has the Man, whom you have ſo 
unjuſtly perſecuted, permitted you to 
live, to give this dreadful Account ? But 
what am I ſaying? It is true, you are 
unworthy of being put to Death by a 
Gentleman. Get from hence immediately, 
and deliver me from the Uneaſineſs that 
the Sight of ſo much Villainy occaſions. 
Markland did not ſuffer him to repeat this 
Requeſt, but made as much Haſte as he 
could out of the Houſe. My Father 
and Mr. Aﬀeck's Brother came in juſt as 
he was going out; for my Footman, 
not being ſatisfied with having alarmed 
the whole Neighbourhood, went Home, 
and told the Family that I was un- 
doubtedly murdered by this Time : The 
Fright he was in, doubled the Number 
of Objects; my Maſter, ſaid he, is cer- 
tainly killed, he cannot poſſibly hold it 
out long againſt five or ſix Ruffians. 
As my Father did not doubt but I was 
in ſome Danger, though he did * be- 

ieve 


236 TRUE MEERI, 
lieve exactly the Particulars of the Fel. 
low's Story, he got together as many of 
his Friends as the Shortneſs of the Time 
could admit of, and came away to my 
Aſſiſtance. 
Lord M——'s Footman gave them an 
Account of the ſeveral Particulars of the 
Duel, upon which Mr. Manſell, Mr. 
Aeck's Brother-in-law, approached his 
wounded Relation. Brother, ſaid Mr. 
Aﬀeck, you are juſt come in Time to pay 
the laſt Offices to a miſguided unhappy 
Man, who, deceived by a Villain, and 
enraged againſt a Man of true Honour, 
had the Misfortune not to be acquainted 
with either of their Characters Time 
enough to prevent being impoſed on: 
Being prejudiced by the Accounts I had 
received from Markland, my Behaviour 
towards Mr. $ has been highly 
blamable; wherefore, I make it my laſt 
Requeſt, nay I poſitively forbid any Pro- 
ſecution againſt him, as ſuch a Proceed- 
ing would be fixing an everlaſting Odium 
on my Memory. Nor has my Lord 
NM. leſs Reaſon to be offended at 
what I have done. I ſhall die contented, 
if both thoſe Gentleman will aſſure me 
of their Forgiveneſs, 


; Tranſported 
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Tranſported, as I may ſay, almoſt in- 
voluntarily, I took hold of one of Mr. 
Aﬀeeck's Hands. The Remorſe, ſaid I, 
that J perceive but too plainly affects 
you, has entirely blotted out all Remem- 
brance of your paſt Behaviour. Could 
your Recovery be but effected, or at 
leaſt your Life 3 a little while, 
I am in Hopes that Time would convince 
you that I am not altogether unworthy 
of your Friendſhip. Only forgive me, 
ſaid he, your Generoſity is too much, 
and begins already to make me reluctant 
to part with Life. Pray take Care of 
yourſelf, for you muſt needs be faint. 
with the Loſs of Blood that you have 
ſuſtained. So far from hindering my 
Daughter —— He would have gone 
on, but his Strength was quite ſpent, 
he fell back on the Couch, and in a few 
Minutes expired. 203 

Hie was much in the Right, to adviſ 
me to take Care of myſelf, for my Wounds 
were ſtill bleeding, beſides that I was 
not now in a Paſſion which had hitherto 
kept me inſenſible of any Pain; I found 
myſelf growing weaker and weaker, up- 
on which I was put to Bed, and the Sur- 
geon, on examining, found that I had 


received 
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received eleven Wounds, none of which, 
he ſaid, were dangerous. 

My Father (fo tender is the natural 
Concern of Parents for their Children) 
had like to have fainted away thro' Joy 
at the favourable Account given by the 
Surgeon, Lord s Servant, as 
ſoon as he was at Liberty, went Home 
and gave an Account of the whole Tranſ- 
action to his Maſter, foreſeeing, perhaps, 
that the Affair would come to a Trial, 
and that I ſhould be glad of all the Aſ- 
ſiſtance I could get. My Wounds were 
but juſt dreſſed, when I perceived Lord 
M——— and his Son coming into the 
Room, followed by the Coroner, and his 
Inqueſt. 0 

Tom gave them an Account of every 
Thing that had happened, from the Be- 
ginning to the End, and Mr. Manſel 
informed them of what his Brother-in- 
law had ſaid juſt before his Death, and 
concluded, that the Intereft of the Fa- 
mily was too: nearly concerned, not to 
bring this Tranſaction to Light, altho' 
they ſhould not comply fo ſtrictly with 
his Brother's Directions. Notwithſtand- 
ing the proper Officers were not preſent, 
yet we had much ado to hinder them 
from committing me to Gaol, It was 

to 
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to no Purpoſe that Lord M aſſured 
them that he would be anſwerable for 
my Appearance if it was required. At 
laſt Mr. ſaid, that he only deſired 
they would ſtay a Couple of Hours; 
that they might as well keep me there ag 
in any other Place, and that if they heard 


nothing to the contrary; they might 


then proceed to the Execution of what 
they ſaid was their Duty. This Propoſal 
was ſo very equitable, that he could not 
poſſibly make any Objection to it. Mr, 
M—— and my Father immediately went 
away, and Lord M. ſtaid with me 
to keep me Company. *Twas durin 

this Interval, that I came to reflect coolly 
on my Situation; but my Thoughts were 
ſoon taken off from this Subject, by ru- 
minating in what Light I ſhould now be 


conſidered by my Miſtreſs. My Beha- 


viour, throughout the Whole, had been 
uniform, and conſiſtent. I was forced 
to defend myſelf, nor was the Manner 
of it in the leaſt unlawful. The Friendſhip 
of Lord M-—— gave me Reaſon to ex- 
pect that I ſhould not be long under 
Confinement ; ſo that I had no Reaſon 
to be under any Apprehenſions either on 
Account of my Life or Liberty. But 
what gave me the moſt Uneaſineſs was, 
that 


have concealed myſelf for ever from all 
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- ther, ſet forth an Example of irreproach- 
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that I was conſcious of having killed the 
Father of the Perſon who was deareſt to 
me in the World. The Fear of loſing 
her Affection almoſt overwhelmed me 
with Deſpair ; I almoſt perſuaded myſelf 
that I ought to have borne, without the 
leaſt Reſentment, a Blow from a Man 
who had ſo undoubted a Title to my 
Reſpect as Mr. Afleck had. It is true, 
indeed, that ſo far from having the leaſt 
Idea of what would be the Conſequence 
of our Duel, I thought myſelf much 
more likely to be killed, than that I 
ſhould kill him; nor could any one, 
who conſidered attentively both our Si- 
tuations, think any otherwiſe. Had I 
avoided this by Flight; Fear, and not 
Love, would have been aſcribed as my 
Motive: I ſhould have been obliged to 


my former Acquaintance. Honour, it 
is uſually ſaid, ought to be dearer to a 
Man than his Lite. To the Truth of 
this I will readily aſſent, but firſt we 
muſt define what true Honour is. What 
an unjuſt, ridiculous, nay ' cruel and 
pernicious Definition is that, which makes 
it confiſt in the Deſtruction of our Fellow 
Creatures? Can we by killing one ano- 


able 
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able Conduct? Is Strength, Dexterity 
or Chance, the beſt Proof of what is 
right or wrong? And yet, oftentimes, 
upon the ſlighteſt Affront, nay frequently 
upon the wicked Officiouſnels of a ſecret 
Enemy, Men coolly determine upon 
murdering a fellow Citizen, and depri- 
ving the Community of the Aſſiſtance 
of one of its Members. They truſt their 
own Lives to the Hazard of a Duel, in 
which Succeſs is capable of leading, 
nay does often lead Men to greater Ex- 
tremities: If Honour is a Virtue, its 
End muſt be ſolely our good, and by 
treading in its Footſteps, our Behaviour 
muſt be highly Praiſe-worthy. If it 


neceſſarily engages us in Wickedneſs, if 


it expoſes us to ſhameful Puniſhments, 
it ſhould be exploded as a molt pernicious 
Evil. The wiſeſt Laws have always 
puniſhed Duellers in the ſame Manner as 
they direct with Reſpect to Malefactors. 


If, therefore, they have made no Diſ- 


tinction between the Crimes which Men 
are led into thro* their falſe Notions of 
this chimerical Honour, and the aban- 
doned Wickedneſs of notorious Villains, 
the Queſtion, with Regard to the Na- 
ture of this Honour, is already decided: 


Indeed, as to my own particular Caſe, 


Vol. I. M I was 


T was not near ſo much to blame as Mr. 
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Aﬀieck was. However he might think 
that I had groſsly inſulted him, yet it 
was no very difficult Matter for me to 
prove that he had been the Aggreſſor. 
Yet this did not afford me the leaſt glim- 


mering Hope with Regard to my Love: 


Mr. Aﬀeck's laſt Words, indeed, ſeemed 


to be much in my Favour on that head, 


but how could I tell whether his F amily 


would ſee them in the ſame Light that I 
did? Or, had heexpreſſed himſelf much 
more clearly than he did, it was by no 


Means certain, and indeed my Deſpair 


made me believe it not at all probable that 
they would have complied with what he 
deſired in that particular. Could I ima- 
gine that Mrs. Afieck would ſuffer her 
Child to marry her Father's Murderer ? 
And, however I might formerly have 
been honoured with her Eſteem, nay, 


perhaps, with her Love, could I think 


that ſhe would now ſacrifice herſelf, not- 
withſtanding the Horror and Averſion 
which Nature muſt undoubtedly have 
infpired her with towards me? And al- 
though I might have the Preſumption to 
imagine all this would turn out in my 
Favour, how could I ever bring myſelf 


to mention a Subject which, however it 
flattered 


4 
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flattered my Hopes, muſt moſt certainly 
be diſagreeable to her. 

I was bewailing this Part of my un- 
happy Situation to Lord M——;, when 
young Mr. M „Mr. Manſell, and my 
Father returned. "They came with Au- 
thority ſufficient to diſcharge the Coroner 
and his Inqueſt. Mr. Manſell ordered 
the Corps to be carried to his Houle, in 
order to ſave Mrs. Afieck that melancholy 
Trouble. f ; 

Mr. M. told me he had great. 
Hopes that the Affair would be dropt; 
that he had been before a Juſtice and told 
him the extreme Averſion I had always 
had to any thing of this Kind ; the Care 
that I had taken to avoid this Duel in 
particular, and the flight Foundation 
that the Aggreſſor had received. Mr. 
Manſell's Evidence to the ſame Purpoſe 
was of great Service. I am, added he, 
to be anſwerable for your Appearance 
till all the Depoſitions are taken, and in 
the mean Time you ſhall ſtay at our 
Houſe. Accordingly, I was conveyed 
thither in a Chair by the Direction of the 
Surgeon, who was of Opinion that T was 
too weak to ſuſtain the Fatigue of a 
Coach, 


All 
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All poſſible Care was now taken of me: 
The next Day the Bandages were taken 
off to have my Wounds dreſſed; when the 
Surgeon told me before Lord M-—, 
that if I continued fretting, as he was 
ſure I had done, I ſhould protract my 
Cure, and make it a great deal more 
difficult. In about two Hours after, 
Mr. Manſell's Son came to ſee me, and 
told me, that the Family, ſo far from 
conſidering me as guilty of Mr. Aeck's 
Death, they were all earneſtly wiſhing 
for my Recovery; and looked on the 
Loſs they had ſuſtained, as one of thoſe 
Accidents which all the Foreſight in the 
World could not have prevented. He 
added, that Mrs. and Miſs Aﬀeck had 
\ deſired him to come and ſee me and to: 
bring them Word how I did. 
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MSX HIS welcome News contri- 
S Þ MI buted greatly to my Recovery: 
o 1 E My Wounds cloſed daily more 
KEKA and more, and they took Care 
to divert me, and keep me as chear- 
ful as they could, by continual Meſſages 
from Mrs. Aﬀieck and her Daughter, 
which I looked on as ſo many Teſtimo- 
nies of their Friendſhip and Eſteem ; 
altho* I afterwards heard, it was only 
the Effect of young Manſelbs Complaiſance 
to Lord M. , Who had deſired him to 
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impoſe upon me in that Manner, in or- 
der to the haſtening my Recovery. 

I was juſt beginning to ſit up when 
Dr. Bathurſt made me a Viſit. After 
having enquired how I did, he deſired 
J would ſend out of the Room, for a 
little while, the Woman that attended 
me. I was amazed what could be the 
Reaſon of this Requeſt, however, I made 
no Scruple of complying with it. Your 
Rival is dead, ſaid the Doctor, as ſoon 
as we were alone, I killed Markland Yeſ- 
terday. This I thought was a Piece of 
Juſtice that was due to the Deceaſed Mr, 
eck, and to his villanous Attempts 
upon Miſs Alec and you. What, Doc- 
tor, ſaid I, have you condeſcended fo 
much as to ſtain your Hands with that 
Wretch's Blood? Pray, did you murder 
him in Reality, without giving him any 
Opportunity of defending himſelf? No, 
replied he, you wrong me if you think 
J acted in ſo mean a Manner as that. 
Being rather angry that you would not 
accept the Afiittance- I offered you, I 
diſp:ried the People that I had got to- 
gether upon your Account, but at the 
tame Time deſired they would be 
ready to meet again on a Moment's 
Warning. Since Mr. Afeck's Death, I 

8 concerted 


TRUE HAPNVIISsò. 3 


concerted Matters ſo well as to be in- 
formed of every Thing done in that 
Family. I knew that Markland had 
tried ſeveral Times to gain Admittance. 
to Mr. Manſell and Mrs. Afieck, but to 
no Purpoſe. I heard about two Days 
ago that ſhe and her Daughter were go- 
ing to retire into the Country about 
thirty Miles from London; and being 
afraid that in their Journey they would 
meet with ſome Inſults from Markland, 
I got three or four of my Acquaintance 
together, and put myſelf at their Head. 
Being well mounted and armed, we di- 
yided into two Bodies, in order to accom- 
pany the Coach without any Parade. 
Mr. Manſell, his Son, and the two La- 
dies, were within- ſide. When we were 
Juſt got off the Stones, I obſerved ano- 
ther Coach ſhut up, which followed Mrs. 
Aﬀieck's : About ſix Miles on the other 
Side Londen, this ſecond Coach made 
the other ſtop, and I ſaw four Men in 
Regimentals get out. Their Uniform 
was the ſame as Mr. Ajjeeck's was. They 

went and opened the Coach Door, and 
were beginning to inſult the Ladies, when 
I, and two of my Friends, came up with 
them: My other two Companions, who 
were a a little Way before, — that 


FF TRUE MER Tx, 
we ſtopped, and immediately returned to 
the Place where we were: As I came 
nearer the Coach, I perceived that one 
of the Ruffians had a Maſk on, and 
imagined, by his Size and Air, that it 
was Markland; indeed I made no doubt 
but it was him: I therefore, went up to 
him, and while my other Companions 
were diſperſing the Reſt of his Gang, I 
obliged him, by holding a Piſtol to his 
Breaſt and threatning to ſhoot him, to 
- unmaſk, and own to Mrs. and Miſs 
Affleck, the Rape that he had come thither 
with an Intention to commit. We 
obliged his Comrades to get into their 
Coach again, and to return. As ſoon. 
| as they were out of Sight, I defired my 
Friends to continue eſcorting Mrs. eck, 
- and not to trouble themſelves about me : 
As ſoon as I perceived myſelf left alone 
with Mearkland, I made him walk to- 
| wards a bye Place, and there, without 
paying any Regard either to his Entrea- 
tiss or his Promiſes, I got off my Horle, 
and threatning to ſhoot his Brains out 
if he did not put himſelf upon his Guard, 
I obliged him to fight. He fought like 
a Madman, but cither blinded thro? the 
Fear of Death, or thro' Rage at his not 
having ſucceeded, or elite knowing no- 
: thing 
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thing of the Sword, I diſpatched him 


very ſoon. 

When he was dead, I put the Maſk 
over his Face again, and ſearching his 
Pockets, took all the Papers that were 
in them. .I mounted my Horſe imme- 

- -diately, and riding thro' ſeveral bye Roads, 
I came into London at a different End of 
the Town from that which I went out of 
in the Morning. Ot all the Papers that 
IJ took from him, there is only one Let- 
ter that can be of any Service to you: 
It is wrote by Mr. Aflck, and moſt 
Probably, you are the chief Subject of it. 
Here it is, ſaid he, throwing it towards 
me, I have thrown all they Reſt into the 
Fire, I {aw my Companions this Mor- 
ning; they returned with Mr. Manſell 
and his Son, who were very inquiſitive 
who they were, but they refuſed to ſatisfy 
him: ſo that I am not under any Appre- 
henſions of being diſcovered, ſince you, 
and my four Companions, are the only 
Perſons that know any Thing of this 
Tranſaction. , 
I thanked him for the Confidence he 
was pleaſed to honour me with, and un- 
dertook to furniſh him with a Retreat, 
in Caſe he ſhould be apprehenſive of a 
nee. That would be, replied he, 
B 3 the 


eu Mr., 
the moſt effectual Way to betray me. 
Whenever, ſaid he, it is known that 
Markland is killed, it will be of no Conſe- 
quence to me, ſceing I can depend on the 
Secrely of my Companions, as much as 
I can upon yours. No Body will think 
of accuſing me of the Murder. Zou 
would, indeed, be a likely Perſon to be 
charged with it, if your uneſs did not 
take e away all Grounds of Suſpicion. 
As ſoon as the Doctor was gone, I 
read the Letter he had put into my 
Hands: It was dated the Day I went 
| -firit to Mrs. Aleks Country Houle, 
and the Contents were as follows: 


— 
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ny 1 Cannot ſuffciently expreſs my Ac- 
* knowledgments to you for your 
& great Attachment to me, and long to 
have an Opportunity of making you 
-< ſome Return. I received the Packet 
that you ſent along with yours. Mr. 
* ſeems too well pleaſed with 
| % Charlotte not to have been more fami- 
<« liar with her than I could have wiſhed. 
< I hope in a little Time to be able to 
put an End to their treacherous Cor- 
* reſpondence : I am extremely ſorry 
that he is A ſo ſtrongly by 
Lord M. 3 however, as you are 
FE « acquainted 
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acquainted with him, you may con- 
trive an Interview between us ſome- 
where elſe. Amuſe Charlotte with tell- 
ing her that I cannot poſſibly come to 


London this Fortnight; for I ſhould 


be very willing to have Satisfaction 
from her Gallant, before I proceed to 


the Execution of my intended Scheme 
againſt her. Endeavour to find out 
where ſhe lodges at preſent; in the 


mean Time I am, 
„ Sacerely Yours, 
% C. Arrtion.” 


This Letter did not give me any new 


Information, tho? it ſerved, indeed, to con- 
firm the Truth of what I had heard before; 


however, as I might poſſibly loſe it ſome 
Time or other, and it might have been 
made Uſe of to my Diſadvantage, I 
thought it the ſafeſt Way to burn it, 
and thereby prevent any Uneaſineſs it 


might otherwiſe have occaſioned. 


A 


'Fhe ſame Day young M—— paid me 
Viſit, and informed me, that Mrs. 


Mech and Miſs were going down to a 
Friend's Houſe in the Country, to ſtay 
there all the Time they were to be in 
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Mou rning; that Mar land, with three other: 
Ruffians, had attacked the Coach with 
an Intention to carry off the Paſſengers, 
and would infallibly have ſucceeded, had 
not four or five Men, accidentally, come 
up to their Aſſiſtance, and prevented 
them. I pretended to be much ſurprized 
4 at the hearing of this (though as the 
| Reader by this Time well knows, I had 
heard the ſeveral Particulars from Doctor 
8 Bathurſt before) and affected an uncom- 
] mon Joy at their failing in their vil- 
| lanous Attempt. About two. or three 
1 Days after, Mr. Manſell came and told 
| me the very ſame Story, with the Addi- 
g tion only of this Circumſtance, that 
l  Markland had been found Dead the next 
Morning, ran through the. Body. I 
9 make no doubt, continued he, but he 
received his Death by the Hands of the 

1 Man who ſeemed to command the reſt 
of the Horſemen that eſcorted us, for I 
1 can never think that all thoſe People met 
together accidentally. They were ac- 
quainted, I ſuppole, with Markland's In- 
tentions, and therefore intereſted them- 
ſelves to make them miſcarry. I could 
have wiſhed, replied I, that I had been able 
to have done you this peice of Service, 
but had it been in my Power, I can never 


think 
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think that my baſe Rival would have 
given me the Opportunity. You need 
not doybt, but he was killed by one who 
had great Reaſon for what he did; I am 
only ſorry that this Accident did not 
happen a few Months ſooner. I can no 
longer conceal from you, replied he, 
what it is ſo much your Intereſt ro know. 
We all believe thatwe are obliged to you 
for this important Piece of Service ; we. 
know that you have a great nuniber of 
Friends, who would heartily eſpouſe your 
Caule upon ſuch an Occaſion, and, there- 
fore, we concluded that you had ſet ſome 
of them at Work. Their honeſt Zeal has, 
perhaps, carried them farther than you 
would have wiſhed. They thought that 
they could not poſſibly oblige you more, 
than by delivering you from the Impor- 
tunity of ſo comtemptible a Rival; and 
not being ſatisſied with having prevented 

the miſchievous Effects of his Villainy, 

they proceeded ſtill farther to the Pu- 
niſhment of the Villain himſelf. I am 
ſorry, if I have been the Occaſion of 
bringing to your Remembrance what 
you would willingingly forget; however, 
I éam fully perſuaded of the Truth of 
what I have been telling you. I told him, 
that however caſy it might be for me to 
15 B 5 convince 
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convince him immediately, of my not 
having had the leaſt Concern or Know- 
ledge of Markland*'s Death, yet I choſe 
rather to defer ſpeaking to him about it, 
till he had got rid of thoſe Prejudices 
which would now hinder him from judg- 
ing impartially : We talked, therefore, 
no more upon this Subject. 

I ſaw plainly that it would be impoſſi- 
ble for me to Reaſon him out of his Opi- 
nion, without betraying, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, my good Friend Dr. Bathurſt. Be- 
ſides, that this Opinion of his would be 
of ſome Service to me, with my fair 
Miſtreſs. And as long as I was conſci- 
ous of my own Innocence, he was at 
Liberty to think 'what he pleaſed. I am 
ſure he always remained in the ſame 
way of thinking, for it was never diſ- 
covered by whom he was put to Death, 
altho' the moſt diligent Search was made 
for that purpoſe. Markland's Family, 
who, Iimagine, were not much concerned 
at the Loſs of a Relation who was a con- 
tinual Diſcredit to them, did not make 
much Enquiry : The Accomplices, you 
may be ſure, were too deeply intereſted 
in the Affair not to keep the ſtricteſt 
Silence. This Choice of Men, that were 
to be depended upon, Was, perhaps, 3 

fir 
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firſt Inſtance of Diſcretion the Doctor 
had ever ſnewn. His Precaution pre- 
vented the leaſt Step of this unfortunate 
Event from being traced. 

Scarce was I ſo well recovered as to 
be able to wear my Arm in a Sling, when 
Lord M: came to inform me that all 
the ſeveral Depoſitions had been taken 
before the Juſtice; who had no man- 
ner of Objection to my being ſet at 
Liberty immediately, and that he had 
accordingly granted me a Diſcharge. 
I returned him Thanks for the extra- 
ordinary Goodneſs he had ſhewn towards 
me throughout the whole Affair, and 
begged the favour of the Continuance of 
his Protection. This I requeſted only 
in the general; I did not preſume to 
mention the particular Inſtance in which 
I ſtood the moſt in need of his Friend- 
| ſhip; I mean with reſpect to Miſs Afieck.” 
MyLord, however, gueſſed what] meant. 
Stay ſaid he, till their Mourning is over, 
and in the mean Time] will endeavour to 
employ you in ſomething that may tend 
to relieve your Impatience, and, enter- 
tain you at the ſame Time. Do not, 
therefore, be under the leaſt Concern, for 
Iwill take care of you, I aſſure you, 

| . 1 


Lord M. 
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In a few Days afterwards, I went to my 


Country Houſe for the Benefit of the 


Air; Mr. M— was ſo complaiſant as to 
favour me with his Company thither. 
We ſtaid their about a Fortnight, at the 
End of which Time, Lord M: wrote 
me Word that he had got a Place of 
ſome Profit for me, and that I might 
take Poſſeſſion of it as ſoon as my Health 
would admit of it. As ſoon as I was 


' recovered, I was introduced to the Prime 


Miniſter, who had been pleaſed to favour 
's Recommendation; I re- 
ceived from him the Inſtructions that 
were neceſſary for the Diſcharge of my 
Buſineſs, and ſet myſelf to comply with 
them as ſoon as I could. It was no ſmall 
Trouble for me to examine whether thoſe 


who were under my Inſpection, did their 
Duty regularly or no. In every one of 
the Places where I was to ſtop, I was to 
receive freſh Orders to direct the Length 


of my Abode at each particular Place 
J was to go to. Although the Mi- 


niſter's Orders were chiefly to be regard- 
. ed, I was enjoined, nevertheleſs, to con- 
ſult with other People concerning the 


Buſineſs:Lwas going upon, who, were like- 
wiſe to aſſiſt me, in caſe I ſhould meet 


with any Obſtruction 1 in the Performance 
| of 
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of my Duty. Nay, within the Sphere 
of my Province, I had Power to make 

what Alterations I pleaſed, whenever the 

Exigency of Affairs was ſuch as would 

not admit of any Delay, reſerving the 

Motives of my ſo doing, for the Appro- 

bation of the Miniſter. As ſoon as I 

had gone round my Diſtrict, (for I was 

appointed Collector General of the Land- 

Tax) I was to give in an Account of the 

ſeveral Obſervations I had made during 

my Journey, and this took me up gene- 

rally till it was Time to ſet out again. 
Lord M. „not ſatisfied with havi 

given me ſo convincing a Proof of his 

Protection, was willing that I ſhould 

feel the Effects of his Generoſity: Scarce 
had T taken Poſſeſſion of my Poſt, when 

he told me, that as I was obliged to ſet 
out immediately, and therefore could not 
have Time enough to have a Poſt-Chaiſe 
made, he had provided for this Defici- 
ency, and deſired that I would accept of 

of one, and a Pair of Horſes, from him. 

At the ſame Time he made me a Pre- 

ſent of a fine Repeating Watch, to which 

Lady M— added a Tortoiſe-ſhell Snuff- 

box ſet in Gold, which ſhe contrived to 

make infinitely more Valuable, by in- 
ſerting in the Lid of it Lord M——'$ 
Picture. 


a 
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Picture. Young Mr. M—— made me 
a Preſent of a very handſome Sword, 
and a Pair of Piſtols inlaid with Gold. 
l. The next Morning as ſoon as I was up, 


J ſaw a very neat Poſt-Chaiſe at the Door, 


— 

— pm 

— — 
— — 


j Tom was upon one of the Horſes, and 
| Lord M 's Footman behind 
upon a Saddle. He gave me a Key, 
i which he told me would open the Lock 
| 


of the Seat, but deſired me to try whe- 
ther it would or no. Upon opening it, 
I found it contained about a thouſand 
Pounds in Money ; when I immediately 
reſolved to go and thank his Lordſhip, 
but he prevented me, by telling him that 
he deſired my Behaviour, and not myPro- 
feſſions, might convince him how ſenſible 
I was of what he had done for me. Act 
up to the Character I have given the Mi- 
niſter of you, and you may depend on 
the Continuance of my Eſteem, and Pro- 
teftion. None of his Servants would 
take any Thing of me, which would in- 
deed have been ſomething exceedingly 
remarkable had it happened in this Age, 
if I may fo call it, of giving and re- 
ceiving : However, as I knew they had 
ſtrict Orders upon this head, I reſolved | 
to make them ſome Acknowledgement 
| in 
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in a different, and more acceptable Man- 
ner. | 

I was to leave a Deputy in London, 
with whom, likewiſe, I was to correſ- 
pond while I was taking my Rounds, and 
who was to eaſe me of ſome Part of my 
Trouble: I made choice of one Panton, 
Tom's Couſin, for this purpoſe. I had 
ſeen him oftentimes at Lord M—'s, and 
as my Wounds had rendered me inca- 
pable of Writing for ſome Time, I had 
made uſe of him as my Secretary, and 
found he was.a diligent careful Fellow. 
I thought, therefore, that he would be 
very uſeful to me, and the Event ſhewed 


that I was not miſtaken in my Opinion. 


My . own Footman was now returned 
from the Country, perfectly recovered, ſo 
that all I wanted now was a Poſtillion, 
which I ſoon got. I was abſent from 
London about four Months; on my Re- 
turn I gave the Miniſter an Account of 
what I had done and the ſeveral Obſer- 
vations I had made. He -received me 
very courteouſly, and was pleaſed to aſk 
me my Opinion upon ſeveral important 
Articles which chiefly related to ſome 
Branch of my Employment; I per- 
ceived that he did this with an Intention 
to try my Abilities, and therefore I told 
| him 
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him what I thought, together wit h the 
ſeveral Reaſons that induced me to think 
in that Manner. He ſeemed very well 
yore with what I ſaid, and indeed, I 

d afterwards the Satisfaction of find- 
ing by his Behaviour, that my. Senti- 
ments had been exactly the ſame as his 
upon the Subject. 

Panton, whom I had ſtrictly charged 
to make all the Diſcoveries he could of 
what was going forward in Mrs. Afeck's 
Family, wrote me Word, that they were 
Rill in the ſame Place whither they had 
_ retired, after Mr. Afﬀieck's Death; that 
indeed Mrs. Afleck had been for ſome 
Days in London, and that during that 
time, Miſs had never ſtirred out. As 
ſoon as I returned, I aſked Mr. Manſell's 
leave to pay Mrs. Aﬀieck a Viſit. He 
prevented my ſpeaking to him on that 
Head, by aſſuring me, in the politeſt 
Manner imaginable, that my Company 
would not be accceptable to her. I de- 
| fired him to explain himſelf; upon which 
he me, told that as he well knew the Mo- 
tive of my Requeic, he ſhould not ſcruple 
owning to me, that, however his Bro- 
ther might have been in the wrong, he 
could not fo much as bear the very 
Thought of being nearly related to the 
. I Man 
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Man who had been the Occaſion of his 
Brother's Death ; and who, however, it 
might be refined on by the Reſt of the 
World, in his Opinion, was neither more 
nor leſs than a Murderer. To this he 
added, that Mrs. Affleck was of the ſame 
Opinion, and that her Daughter had de- 
termined never to marry; which Reſo- 
lution ſhe had taken up in Compl:ance 
with her Mother's Deſire. But pray, Sir, 
ſaid I to him, what would you have done, 
had you been in my Place, ſince the 
Prejudices of Mr. Aflec, and the Trea- 
chery of Captain Markiand, had made a 
Duel unavoidable ? And where the only 
Alternative left, was either to kill or be 
killed ? My unhappy Victory, has given 
me a great deal of Uneaſineſs, and this 
you need not be informed of; who, ſo 
far from having imputed it to me as a 
Crime, have, hitherto, done me the Juſtice 
which I really deſerved. In this Point 
you have acted in ſtrict Conformity to 
your Brother's Intentions; you have con- 
demned his Behaviour; he did the ſame 
upon his death Bed, and you would un- 
doubtedly have commenced a Proſecu- 
tion againſt me, had you thought me 
Guilty. If, then, you think me Inno- 
cent, why do you puniſh me as if I were 

not 
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not ſo? What could you do more had ! 
1 been to blame? Do you think 1 

ought to have ſtood ſtill and let him ran 
me through the Body? 

By no Means replied he, had I been 
in your Situation I ſhould have been uch 
more enraged than I believe you w..c; 
but at the ſame Time, I muſt own, I 
ſhould not, after I had killed him, per- 
ſiſted in offering to his Daughter a Hand 
ſtained with her Father's Blood, which 
ſhe ought never to think or look on, 
without Horror. I would, at leaſt, have 
ſacrificed my Love to her Peace and Sa- 
tisfaction. * Then your Love, ſaid I, 
muſt have been but very ſlightly founded. 
No Sir, replied he, let your Aﬀec- 
tion be ever ſo firmly rooted, you would 
think juſt as I do, were you to conſider 
the Matter ſeriouſly; nay, what you now 

ine to be an unreaſonable Prejudice, 
will I doubt not, hereafter appear to you 
in a very different Light; will ſeem to be 
the Effect of mature Deliberation, and a 


Compliance with the Dictates of Nature. 


This was no more than what I ex- 
pected he would ſay, but I was in hopes 
that Lord M. *'s Protection, the Rank 
that my new. Employment gave me, Mr. 
_ laſt I the favourable Opi- 


nion 
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nion that his Wife always had of me, but 
above all his Daughter's Love, would 
eaſily have got the better of this Diffi- 
culty. I determined to apply to Lord 
M. , for his Aſſiſtance; who told 
me, that upon talking the Affair over 
with Mrs. Meck, ſhe Teemed to him to 
be of the ſame Opinion that Mr. Manſell, 
was; however, he promiſed to uſe his 
utmoſt Endeavours with her to make her 
alter her Opinion; but ſome Time after, 
I had the Mortification to hear that his 
Applications had not met with the de- 
fired Succeſs. You do not want for 
Addreſs, ſaid his Lordſhip, I ſhould think 
a Viſit from you, if ſhe will ſee you, 
might have ſome Effect; but as to my- 
ſelf, I am ſorry to tell you, that I have 
no Hopes of ſucceeding ; ſhe has deſired 
me never to ſpeak to her any more upon 
that Subject, and indeed what ſhe ſaid to 
me was pretty much what you have heard 

before . Mr. Manſell, which makes 

me imagine it is from that Quarter, 
you have the moſt to fear; however, I 
have obſerved one Thing, ſhe is very 
deſirous of ſeeing Andrew (for that was 
the Name I gave myſelf when I put on a 
Livery, and went to her in the Coun- 
try :) I have always told her that he was 

; Ns | gone 
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gone Abroad upon ſome Errand, but 
being preſſed home about it, I told her, 
that he was a Man of ſome Family, who, 
having quarrelled with his Parents, had 
applied to me for Protection, but that 
Matters being now made up, he was gone 
home again. | = 
As my Lord ſaw how extremely de- 
jected I was at this Diſappointment, he 
made uſe of all the Arguments he could 
think of to relieve my Uneaſineſs; and 

in order to be able to compaſs this the 
more effectually, he took me with hin n 
into the Country for ſome Time, where ! 
his Lady and Son were gone already. f 
They made uſe of every Thing that was Ml , 
likely to diſſipate my Melancholy. Hun- n 
ing, Walking, and Viſits, employed the Il # 
greater Part of my Time. But the Un- 
happineſs of my Situation found means Ha 
to intrude itſelf even in the Midſt of my 
0 

F 


Diverſions, and embittered, what would 
otherwiſe have proved extremely agree- 
able. I grew tired of Company, and il 
tho? at Times I dreaded being alone, yet f 
at laſt, quite hopeleſs and deſpairing, 1 M.. 
courted Solitude, and if I may ſo ſpeak, MW ; 
became ingenious in finding out Methods f 
to torment my diſtracted Mind. Inn 

ſhort every Place and every Perion n 

appeared 
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appeared to me trifling, and one great 
Reaſon of my being alone, was, that 
whenever I could get over for a while 
the Uneaſineſs of my Mind, I planned 
Schemes for my better Succeſs, which 
tho! they had oftentimes no better Foun- 
dation than my own fruitful Imagination, 
ſerved to amuſe, or at leaſt to keep off 


more ſevere and torturing Reflections, 


and by that Means afforded me a tempo- 
rary Relief. 

When I returned to London, I deter- 
mined to employ my Time ſo wholly in 
Buſineſs, as not to leave the leaſt Room 
for any unealy Reflections. And if I 
did not by this Means quite get rid of 
my Pain, I numbed it in a Manner; at 
ſome Times, I was continually out upon 
Parties of Pleaſure, went to Balls, Plays, 
and Maſquerades, got into new Sets of 
Acquaintance, for I was ſecretly in Hopes 
of getting the better of my unhappy 
Paſſion by continual Diverſions ; but, 


alas! all this "was to no Purpoſe, the 
fatal Cauſe remained ſtill within me, 


and, therefore, the Effects waited only 
tor a proper Opportunity to diſplay them- 
ſelyes with their uſual Vigour. I could 
not find even in any Method of Life 
that I took, nay not in all together, the 

Cure 
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Cure that I flattered myſelf I ſhould ob- 
tain, The Women, who were by other 
People accounted the moſt aimable and 
accompliſhed Perſons in the World, to 
me ſeemed vaſtly inferior to Miſs Aﬀeck: 
The Truth was, ſhe had made ſo great 
an Impreſſion on my Heart, that I could 
not think of any Thing elſe. 
In order to give ſome eaſe to my Pain, 
I uſed frequently to go to a Houſe 
where there were two young lively Girls 
(whom every Body but myſelf thought 
Beauties) who lived under the Direction 
of a prudent, virtuous Mother,. and to 
whom they paid the utmoſt Deference. 
Their Father, who was Secretary to an 
Embaſſy abroad, had been from Home 
many Years, being extremely agreeable 
both to the Miniſter who had given him 
thar Place, and to the Ambaſſador he 
was with, This whole Family ſeemed 
Virtue itſelf: They were always extreme- 
ly civil to me, and ſhewed an uncommon 
Satisfaction at the frequent Viſits that I 
made : I in a Manner forced myſelf to 
court the eldeſt Miſs Simmonds (which 
was the Naine of the Family abovemen- 
tioned) but notwithſtanding the utmoſt 
Aſſiduity, and the Pleaſure that I felt 
at the continual Sight of her, I found 
upon 
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upon the whole, that I eſteemed and re- 


ſpected her, but I was very far from 
loving her. I felt an Awe on her Ap- 
proach, but was an entire Stranger to 
that endearing, that virtuous Tenderneſs 
with which Miſs Afc& alone was capable 
of inſpiring me. | 
One Day, when I was juſt ſat down 
at Mrs. S:mmonds's, to my very great 
Surprize, in came Mrs. Alec, whom I 
did not know at that Time to have been 
her Relation. I deſired Mrs. Simmonds 


privately, not to mention my Name before 


her, for ſome particular Reaſons, that 
[ would afterwards acquaint her with. 
I was under no Apprehenſions that ſhe 
would recollect me, being ſo very diffe-. 
rently dreſſed from What I was when I 
appeared before her under the Name and 
Character of Andre; beſides, that ſhe. 
had even then ſeen me only once: I re- 
membred her, however, very well. She 
was in half Mourning, the Nicety, ra- 
ther than the Propriety of her Dreſs, 
ſeemed to be conlulted, and ſhe did not 
appear to be a mourning Widow fo muca 
as the affected to ſeem the fine Lady. 

I was afraid, Madam, ſaid ſhe, I was 


too late. I ſaw a Poſt-Chaiſe coming 


out of your Yard, which made me ima- 
gine 
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gine e might be going out in it. 
Jam extremely glad, replied Mrs. Sim- 
mondo, that it did not hinderyou from com- 
ing in, for it is this Gentleman's Chaiſe, 
which is going back empty. Upon this 
Mrs. Affleck turned her Eyes towards me, 

and kept them fixed upon me ſometime. 
Mrs. Simmonds, who judged of the Un- 
eaſineſs this gave me, by the Abſence of 
Mind that I affected, endeavoured to 
engage her in a Converſation. This was 
attempted ſeveral Times, but ineffectually. 
The Anſwers ſhe made were ſhort, 
unconnected, and evidently betrayed chat 
ſhe was thinking of ſomething elſe, At 
laſt, ſhe ſpoke to me, which he took 
the Opportunity of doing under Pretence 
of enquiring more minutely into the 
Pariculars of a Story that I had told 
Mrs. Simmonds a Day or two before. 1 
anſwered as pertinently as I could to 85 
ſeveral Queſtions ſhe aſked me. Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, I really believe I have ſeen you ſome- 
where before, for I remember your Face 
and Voice, perfectly well; I ſhonld beglad 
if you would inform me whether I am 
right in my Conjecture or no. Indeed 
Madam, ſaid I, I think I have had the 

Pleaſure of Meeting you ina Viſit before, 


but, it I miſtake not, it is a great while 
| | ago: 
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ago: Oh Sir, replied ſhe, I am ſure J 
know you better than you imagine, and 
upon this ſhe got up to look at Miſs A, 
Jeck's Ring, which I always wore, and 
which, had I thought of it, I ſhould 
have taken off while ſhe was in the 
Room. Forgive my impertinent Cu- 
tioſity, continued ſhe; pray who had you 
that Ring of ? Do, pray, inform me how 
you came by it; I am afraid, I am miſta- 
ken. I thought now ir was to no Pur- 
poſe to deny what ſhe ſeemed to know 
ſo well: A ſudden Fit of Melancholy 
ſeized me at the very Recollection to 
whom, and of what I was now going to 
ſpeak. I anſwered her,, with a Sigh, 
that I had received that Favour from her 
in much happier Days, and in a different 
Dreſs from that which I now wore. 
This was what I thought, ſaid ſhe, tho? 
I did not preſume to mention it to you. 
But what a Suſpicion was that!—Yet, 
there was nothing in it ſo very improba- 
ble neither—I do not know how to ex- 
preſs myſelf - But may I, continued ſhe, .. 
in a different Tone of Voice, without 
offending you, aſk how long your Friends 
have made you leave Lord M—'s Fami- 
ly? Your are miſtaken, indeed, Madam, 
ſaid Mrs. Symmond:, this Gentleman was 
Vol. II. C never 
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never in Lord / 's Family, he is an 
intimate Friend of his Son's, and goes 
now and then for a Week or ſo: What 
you ſay, replied Mrs. Aﬀleck, briſkly, 
does but confirm my Suſpicions. I am 
not then miſtaken, this is Mr. $——: 
You are are in the Right, Madam, ſaid I, 
almoſt overwhelmed between the ſtrug- 
gling Paſſions of Grief and Fear: I am 
the unhappy Inſtrument of your late 


Loſs, which, however ſenſibly felt by 


you, has been of much more pernicious 


_ Conſequence to me. I attempted to ſay 


more, but found myſelf unable to 


on. I thought I felt a kind of conſum- 


ing Fire within me, which beginning 
from my Heart, ſpread itſelf even to 
my Brain; in ſhort, the Shock was too 
great, I fainted away, and remained in 
that Condition for ſome Time. 

Upon coming to myſelf, I found that 
J was in the Arms of my Servant. Mrs. 
Affleck ſeemed under a great deal of Con- 
cern for having been the Occaſion of my 
Swooning, and her Silence denoted the 
Confuſion ſhewas in; tho' I was, if poſſi- 
ble, more fo than ſhe. I was deſirous of 
getting Home, and yet apprehenſive that 
my Weakneſs would return. I felt a 


total Relaxation of all my Nerves. I 


ordercd 
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ordered my Servant to get me a Hackney 
Coach, when Mrs. Afleck offered me the 
Uſe of hers. I will ſtay, ſaid ſhe, till it 
comes back, and if Mrs. Symmondsapproves 
of it, herServant ſhall go with yours, and 
then come back with the Coach. I ac- 
cepted her kind Offer, and made the two 
Servants get into the Coach with me, 
that they might be ready to aſſiſt me in 
caſe I ſhould want it. 

After having ſlept for ſome Time, I 
found myſelf "fur prizingly recovered, 
ſo that by the next Morning, the Dif- 
order was entirely gone off. A Glim- 
mering of Hope, which, whether juſtly 
grounded or no, was more than I gave 
myſelf Leiſure to reflect, was, however, 
of ſuch Service as to contribute towards 
my ſpeedier Recovery. 

Mrs. Symmonds ſent the next Morning 
to enquire how I did, but I was not fo 
much ſurprized at this, as I was delight- 
ed at receiving the ſame Meſſage from 
Mrs. Affleck. This Piece of Civility, 
together with the Offer that ſhe had be- 
fore made me of her Coach, infpired me 
with ſo much Confidence as to induce me 
to pay her a Viſit in a Day or two after- 
wards. She did not ſeem at all ſurprized 
at my coming ; nay, the polite Manner 

2 112 
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in which ſhe received me, made me 
think that ſhe expected I ſhould come 
and ſee her. After the Compliments uſual 
on ſuch Occaſions had paſſed on both 
Sides, ſhe relieved me by informing me, 
that it was merely the Effect of Complai- 
ſance, that ſhe ever permitted Mr. Manſell 
to come near her, and that they had ſome 
little Difference betwixt them at that 
Time. He is, continued ſhe, the moſt 
ſevere Critick upon the moſt innocent 
Actions. . That Brutiſhneſs, which his 
Father was ſo remarkable for, ſeems to 
have taken entire Poſſeſſion of him. 
Pride, and an overbearing Temper, are 
conſidered by him as Virtues. I told 
her that I had always found him obſti- 

nate. She approved of what I ſaid, and 

went ſo far as to confirm it by ſeveral 
Inſtances, the mentioning of which re- 
dounded neither to her Brother's Honour, 
nor to her own Regard for him. Nay, 
{till farther, ſhe aſcribed wholly to his 
Influence, the Reſolution that her Daugh- 
ter had taken of living ſingle. I took 
this Opportunity (which was too favour- 
able as I thought to be loſt) of enquir- 
ing after Miſs Alec. She is very well, 
ſaid the Mother, I bad a Letter from 


her lafe Night, which I will ſhew you 
preſently. 


*} Txrxvuz HayyPINEssS. 29 
preſently. I recollected myſelf ſuffi- 
ciently all this while not to betray any 
Signs of Uneaſineſs. I read the Letter, 
and obſerved, the Place whence it was 
dated, was the ſame that Dr. Bathurſt had 
told me of. The Particulars, excepting - 
indeed that ſhe was in good Health, 
were unintereſting to me: I thought, 
however, that I perceived ſhe was al- 
moſt worn down with Sorrow. * The 
„People here, ſaid ſhe, in the Conclu- 
% ſjon of her Letter, are extremely ci- 
vil to me. They make Ule of every 
„ Thing they can think of to divert 
my Melancholy: Peace and Harmony 
„ ſeem to have taken up their Abode in 
«this Place. I hope I may always have 
% the ſame Opinion of it as 1 have 
* now.” 
I did not preſume to aſk Mrs. eck 
how long Miſs intended to ftay in that 
Place. I thought it would be better for 
me to be informed of that by Means of 
Mrs. Symmonds ; nay, I felt great Auk- 
wardneſs before I could bring myſelf to 
aſk her Leave to pay my Reſpects to her 
now and then : However, in this Parti- 
cular ſhe ſoon relieved me ; whether ſhe 
was ſorry for not having ſome Pretence 
for coming to ſee her, or for ſome other 
gogd Reaſon beſt known to herſelf, ſhe 
C 3 deſired 
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defired my Opinion upon ſome Altera- 
tions that ſhe propoſed making in her 
Houſe : We went all over it, and as ſoon 
as we had examined the Whole, ſhe put 
into my Hands a Plan that had been 
given her of what ſhe propoſed, which 
the deſired I would look over, and re- 
turn back again whenever it was conve- 
nient to me. © 
When I carried her back the Plan, T 
gave her my Opinion of it; I will ſet the 
Workmen about it, ſaid the, To-mor- 
row; and if you will be ſo kind as to 
come and look over them from time 
to time, I ſhall think myſelf much 
obliged to you ; however, I beg this may 
not interfere with any more important 


* 
No > 


Stern. I told her, that I thought 
myſelf extremely happy in having this 
Opportunity of obliging her, and that I 
would endeavour to anſwer her Expecta- 
tions in the beſt: Manner I was able. 


Well then, ſaid ſhe, I leave the whole to 


your Management. You may make what 
Additions and Alterations you pleaſe, 


and employ your own Workmen, if you 
think proper ; fix their Wages; in ſhort, 


act juſt as if you was doing it for your- 


ſelf, and I will make good whatever 
, Contracts you enter into, 


This 
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This ſudden Mark of ſuch great Con- 
fidence ſurprized me exceedingly. As ſoon 
as I was alone, I began to conſider what 
could poſſibly be her Motive for acting 
in this Manner, I eaſily perceived that 
the Perſon, whoever it was that had 
drawn the Plan, underſtood Architecture 
very well, and therefore concluded that 
he was asable to put it into Execution as 
] was : What can be the Reaſon of this 
Preference? Has ſhe not deſired me to 
act as if it was for myſelf? Can I be 
ſo happy, as to have overcome that fatal 
Prejudice which ſhe has for ſome Time 
paſt entertained againſt me, and which, if 
continued, muſt have proved the Deſtruc- 
tion of my Peace? Can ſhe intend by this 
to honour me with the Relation of a Mo- 
ther? I reſolved to leave the clearing 
up theſe Difficulties to Time, for thar 
was alone capable of giving me any 
Satisfaction. 

I ſet immediately about giving the 
neceſſary Directions for the Alterations 
ſne propoſed: This gave me frequent 
Opportunities of being with her, when 
I perceived that I got ground daily, and 
that ſhe was more and more reconciled 
to me every time ſhe ſaw' me. In a 
ſhort Time, I became her Confidant, aud 
C 4 the 
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the ſole Manager and Director of all her 

Concerns. I uſed to try what Confidence 
ſhe had in me, after diſſerent Manners. 
At firſt I propoſed to make ſome Addi- 
tion to the Plan, which, without putting 
her to much Expence, would be ex- 
tremely convenient to her hereafter. She 
ſeemed a little piqued that I ſhould ſo 
much as doubt of her entire Reliance 
upon my Judgment. Have I not, ſaid 
ſhe, committed the whole to your Ma- 
nagement and Inſpection ? Why then 
need you give yourſelf the Trouble to 
aſk my Conſent tor every ſingle Altera- 
tion? I tell you once more for all, act 


juſt as if it was for yourſelf, Another 


time, I affected to appear extremely me- 
lancholy before her. What is the mat- 
ter with you? ſaid ſhe, with an Air of 
great Concern: Has any Misfortune 
happened to you? Have you got any 

uarrel upon your Hands? If that is 
the Caſe, I have ſome Friends at your 


Service, whoſe Courage and Fidelity you 


may depend upon, and theſe can be got 
together at a very ſhort Notice. I ſut- 
fered myſelf to be entreated a great while; 
at laſt I told her, that a Friend of mine, a 
Merchant, was in very great Diſtreſs at 
this Time, that he was a very honeſt 

ä worthy 
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worthy Man, and in good Buſineſs, but 
that there was a Demand upon him for 
Seven hundred Pounds, juſt at a Time 
when all his Money was out either in 
Cargoes at Sea, or in Inſurances. That 
I would willingly lay down the Sum for 
him, but at preſent it was really out of 
my Power, being able only to ſpare him 
a Couple of Hundred. How much then, 
ſaid ſhe, does he want to make up the 
Money? About three more, Madam, re- 
plied I ; for another Friend of his has 
lent him two Hundred, as well as my- 
ſelf. I am extremely happy, ſaid ſhe, 
going to her Cabinet, in having an Op- 
portunity of obliging your Friend, and 
of convincing you that you may always 
look upon what I have as your own, and 
diſpoſe of it accordingly. There is the 
Sum you mentioned (putting a Bag into. 
my Hand;) pray go and give it your 
Friend immediately. Altho' the Bill as. 
ou ſay is not due till To-morrow, I 
ſhould be glad to relieve him from his 
Anxiety as ſoon as I could. Upon this 
I immediately went out under Pretence 
of going to my F riend, and in about eight 
Days afterwards, which was a likely Time 
for him to have Returns in, I carried 
.C5 back 
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back me Voney in different Pieces chan 
wake "he gave it to me in. 

The — Trials which I put her 
to of this Kind, convinced me at laſt of 
the Influence 1 had over her, and 1 was 
not without Hopes, that ſometime or 
other I ſhould be able to accompliſh 
what I ſo impatiently longed for; 1 mean 
the getting her Conſent to marry her 
Daughter; and, for this purpoſe 1 dou- 
bled my Care and Aſſiduity to pleaſe, the 
Motives of which were well known 
to her, and, therefore, I thought it moſt 
adviſeable to give her Time to explain 
herſelf, This you may imagine, was 
net altogether ſo agreeable to me as I 
could wiſh; however, I was reſolved 
to make a Virtue of Neceſſity. Mrs. 
Aﬀeck's Time of Mourning was pretty 
near expired, and my Place required my 
Attendance in a few Days; when one 
Evening Mrs. Afieck told me, with a 
Smile on her Countenance, that ſhe had 
a Mind I ſhould marry. That the 
Perſon ſhe intended for my Wife, had 
not indeed lo great a Fortune as ſhe could 
wiſh, but that, however, if I approved of 
it, it would be abuncantly compenſated 
by the Eſteem and Affection that ſhe 
would ever retain for me, 

57 Preju- 


TRUE HayPINESs. 25 


Prejudiced as I was in favour of her 
Daughter, and as ſhe was not unacquaint- 
ed with my Paſſion, I imagined that ſhe 
could not mean any Body elſe but her. 
I thought, that being now ſatisfied with 
having hindred our mutual Happineſs 
long enough, ſhe was now at length wil- 
ling to crown it. 

If you are ſure, faid I, that the Renfan 
you mean will have as great a Regard 
for me as I can wiſh, TI ſhall be very well 
ſatisfied to conſent to the Propoſals with- 
out ſo much as ſeeing the Perion. You 
know, ſaid ſhe, the Perſon I mean, very 
well, and I believe that you are in Love 
with her; however, that I am not ſo ſure 
of, as I am that he loves you. Yet 
on account of ſome private Reaſons, and 
eſpecially on account of the want of the 
Conſent of all her Relations, the Mar- 
riage is to be kept a Secret for ſome 
Time. 

As this Account too nearly nh 
Miſs Afieck's Caſe, for me not to make 
the Application where I moſt earneſtly 
defired it ſhould be made, it put me into 
ſuch Raptures, that, without thinking 
what I was about, I fell on my Knee be- 
fore Mrs. Afteck, and ſeizing hold of her 
Hand, impreſſed on it a thouſand tender 

. Kiſſes, 
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Kiſſes, as Marks of my Gratitude. How 
happy, Madam, ſaid I, have you made 
me, by thus preventing my addreſſing 
myſelf to you on a Subject, which the 
Fear only of its being diſpleaſing, has 
kept me hitherto from doing: I am 
going at laſt to take Poſſeſſion of what 
is deareſt to me in the World; I have 
your own Aſſurance for the Truth of it. 
What Return, Madam, can I make to 
you for ſuch unparalleled Goodneſs ? If 
ye are happy, replied ſhe, my Happi- 
neſs, I aſſure you, is compleat. Your 
Merit makes me deſpiſe the Prejudices 
of my own Family and of the World. 
And I am now perſuaded that you will 
never give me any Reaſon to repent of 
the Step I have taken in your Favour. 
You may depend upon it that I will not 
give you any Reaſon, ſaid I; I ſhould 
think myſelf the moſt ungrateful Crea- 
ture breathing, if J did not take every 
Opportunity to convince you how ſenſi- 
ble I am of yaur Goodneſs. But pray, 
Madam, continued I, compleat my Hap- 
pineſs, by intorming me how long it will 
be before this Match can take place? I 
cannot ſtay long in Lenden, and my 
Place will require my Attendance in the 


Country tor ſome Time. Could not you, 
. therefore, 
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therefore, contrive the happy Day, be- 
fore my Departure? Is Miſs eck ac- 

uainted with your Intention? | 
I ſee no Reaſon, replied ſhe, why you 
may not be married before you go. Your 
Eagerneſs is too flattering to my Vanity, 
for me to make the leaſt Objection to it. 
With reſpect to my Daughter, I ſhall 
not be able to inform her of it, becauſe 
there will not be Time enough. I leave 
it to your Prudence to determine Whe- 
ther we ſhall keep it a Secret from her, 

as well as from the reſt of the World. 
Two Ladies coming in juſt at that 
Inſtant to pay their Compliments to 
Mrs. Affleck, hindered me from making 
any Reply. Indeed, I thought their 
coming was extreamely ſeaſonable, inaſ- 
much as it gave me an Opportunity of 
breaking off a Converſation, which I 
had no Mind to continue. Surprized at 
ſo unexpected, and ſo little deſired an 
Explanation, I ſhould not have been 
able to conceal my Aſtoniſhment from 
her. I determined, therefore, to conſult 
what was to be done, before I ſaw her 
again, and took my Leave immediately. 
[ went Home - and ſhut myſelf up, in 
in order to reflect the better what would 
be the Conſequences of Mrs. Afeck's un- 
fortunate 
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fortunate Paſſion. ' She was, indeed, a very 
amiable Woman, and might not have diſ- 
pleaſed a Man of better Jaſte and Rank 
than myſelf. Though ſhe was turned of 
thirty, one would not have thought ſhe 
was five and twenty. Shehad out of Obe- 


dience to her Parents complied with the 


changing of her Condition very young; 
Mr. Alec, who was extremely rich, 
being thought a very advantageous 
Match for her. As her Compliance was 
merely the Effect of her implicit Obe- 
dience, and not proceeding from the 
leaſt Affection, Complacency, in a Man- 
ner, uſurped the Place of Love. Her 
Huſband grew very indifferent, per- 
ceiving that his Wite had no great Re- 
ard for him, and (therefore, inſtead of en- 
— to gain her Affections, which 
would have contributed to his domeſtick 
Happineſs, his brutiſh Temper would 
not ſuffer him to make the leaſt Submiſ- 
ſion, which made him prefer a Courſe of 
Debauchery Abroad, — a ſober and regu- 
lar Behaviour at Home; and in a little 
Time ran out great Part of his Fortune 
on different Women, whom he was conti- 
nually changing; but who made a Shift, 
while he was with them, to fleece him 
—_ 2 His Widow, — 
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ling to lead a happier Life than the had 


done with her firſt Huſband, was deſi- 
rous of trying, a ſecond, in whoſe good 
Humour and Complacency, ſhe might 
forget all the Difficulties ſhe . had for- 
merly met with. In order to be the 
better able to ſucceed, ſhe had perfuaded 
her Daughter to live ſingle, by repre- 
ſenting to her the inſurmountable Impe- 
diment there was to our heing married. 
Depending, therefore, on her Obedience, 
ſhe once more entred into Life, in order 
that ſhe might be better able to make a 
ſecond Choice. I happened to fall in 
her Way during this Interval. My faint- 
ing away above-mentioned, had intereſt- 
ed her greatly in my Behalf, My Eſſi- 
duity in plealing her, had contributed to 
enhance her Affection, and the ſtrict 
Silence that I had obſerved, with reſpect 


to my Paſſion for her Daughter, had 
given her room to think it was all over. 


Beſides, her Self- love had deceived her. 
She thought that her Beauty muſt needs 
have had ſuch an Effect upon me, as en- 
tirely to deſtroy all the Impreſſions which 
her Daughter had ever made. She had 
conſidered all along the Reſpect that Thad 

ſhewn her, as an undoubted Proof of my 
Love, In ſhort, that very Woman, who 
| 2 


«nd 
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a little while before, could not think with- 
out Horror of giving her Daughter to a 
Man whom ſhe looked on as her dear Huſ- 
band's Murderer, now was ſo far from 
imputing that Action to him as a Crime, 
that ſhe had formed a Reſolution to 
marry the Man herſelf. Cruel Deſtiny ! 
ſhall I be always doomed to ſee one Paſ- 
fon croſſed by another? In vain then has 
Nature deprived me of the outward Arts 
of pleaſing, ſince ſhe has given me a 
Heart capable of receiving the ſlighteſt 
Impreſſions that are made on it. By 
what cruel Misfortune does it happen, 
that being prejudiced by a violent Paſ- 
fion in favour of an accompliſhed Lady, 
I am fo far from gaining the Conſent of 
her Relations, that the Fury of the one, | 
the. Love- of the other, and the Impe- 
*uoſity of both, ſhould throw ſuch Diffi- 
culties in my Way ? Shall I be always 
facrificed to Love and Hatred, and con- 
tinue the Sport of both thoſe Paſſions ? 
Why could not Mrs. Afieck content her- 
felf with Eſteeming, inſtead of Loving 
me? Were Miſs /f/leck alone in Love 
with me, 1 ſhould be indifferent to every 
one elſe, as my Happineſs would then 
be compleat. But ſo long as the Mo- 
ther is poſſeſt of that Paſſion tor me, - 
| Will 
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will be to no Purpoſe for me to deſire 
her Conſent to my marrying her Daugh- 
ter. Nay, ſhe would be affronted were 
to preſume to aſk any ſuch Thing. 
On the 'other hand, I ſhould feel myſelf 
aſhamed in diſappointing her Expectations, 
and drawing her Conte from her by 
any Artiſice which ſhe might condemn, as 
abuſing the Confidence ſhe always repoſed 
in me. Yet ſhe ſhould not any longer be 
kept ignorant of my real Sentiments. 
The Reſpect I owe her, Honour and Ho- 
neſty, are all ſo many additional Obli- 
gations to my acquainting her with them. 
] foreſee, indeed, that this Diſcovery will 
prejudice me in her Opinion greatly, 
perhaps turn her Affection into Hatred, 
and yet I do not well ſee how I can avoid 
making it. Then, indeed, I ſhall not be 
able to reproach myſelf with a Breach 
of Truſt, and may with great Security, 
and upon the ſtricteſt Principles of -Hon- 
our, break off all manner of Correſpon- 
dence with her. I may even make Uſe 
of violent Methods for the Accompliſh- 
ment of my Deſires, if they are the only 
Methods that I can have recourſe to. 
But how can I be aſſured of Miſs Aﬀteck's 
Conſent ? Beſides, ought I to expoſe her 
to a Participation of the Misfortunes 

which 


which may probably enſue? Her Mo- 
ther and Family will undoubtedly be ex- 
tremely bitter againſt me; and the little 
Subſtance that I ſhall be able to take with 
me in my Flight, will be ſoon exhauſted, 
And what will become of me when I am 
deprived of my Poſt, and of the Protec- 
tion of my Country: Alas! what Re- 
ſcource can I then have? Can I preſume 
to fell what came to me from Mr. Pois 
and Mr. Ty/on's Liberality ? Can I hope 
for any Aſſiſtance from my Relations? 
And even tho' my own Love ſhould ſtand 
the Shock of all theſe Misfortunes, what 
Aſſurance can I have that her's will be 
as conſtant and unſhaken ? Have I not, 
on the contrary, all the Reaſon in the 
World to believe, that ſhe will fink under 
the Weight of them ? 
| Theſe Reflexions ſerved to acquaint 
me with the Motives of my Fears, and 
the little Hopes there were of any Suc- 
ceſs. However, they all ended in my 
determining not to deceive Mrs. Aﬀieck, 
and in endeavouring to find out, how 
her Daughter intended to Gap in 
the Place where ſhe now was. 
I enquired about this laſt Particular of 
Mrs. Symmonds, who told me about fix 
5 Weeks, 1 reſolved to write to her im- 
Wot) mediately, 
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mediately, and to get the Letter delivered 
to her privately by Panton's Wife. 1 
thought myſelf obliged, however, to pay 
Mrs. AMfeck a Viſit firſt, and to tell her, 
that my Paſſion for her Daughter hin- 
dered me from accepting her Propoſals ; 
for let what would be the Conſequence, I 
could not bear to think of ſuffering her 
to continue in ſo terrible a Miſtake. 

I found her alone — I have been very 
uneaſy to know what has been become of 
you ever ſince Yeſterday, ſaid ſhe; I 
thought you would have called in the 
Evening ; I got rid of my Company as 
ſoon as I conveniently could, and expect- 
ed you with great Impatience, as J under- 
ſtood that you had no particular Buſineſs 
to hinder you. I did not foreſee that 1 
ſhould be engaged, ſaid I : Well, Sir, 
ſaid ſhe, what have you determined to 
do upon what I ſpoke to you about the 
laſt Time you were here ? I have deter- 
mined to die, ſaid I in a very melan- 
choly Tone; I am wholly unworthy of 
your Kindneſs; and as on the one hand 
my own Misfortunes hinder me from 
making the Uſe of it that J otherwiſe 
would do, ſo the Reſpect and Eſteem 
that I have ever had for you, will not 
permit me to impoſe upon you any 

! longer. 
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longer. I believe I underſtand what you 
mean, ſaid ſhe; however, for fear ! 
ſhould not, I ſhould be glad if you would 
explain yourſelf. We are both of us de- 
ceived, Madam, ſaid I; having been 
prejudiced for ſome time in tavour of 
your Daughter, and being as conſtant, 
as I am an unfortunate Lover, I have 
never been able to get the better of the 
Affection that I at firſt entertained for 
her. The Tears which have ſo frequently 
been ſhed on your repeated Refuſals of 
your Conſent, have ſerved as ſo much 
Fuel to it. Beſides, Abſence has in- 


creaſed its Strength. During this time 


I happened to meet with you. My De- 
ſpair ſeemed to have had ſome Effect upon 
you, which made me imagine, that [ 
might poſſibly, ſome Time or other, over- 
come the Prejudices you had conceived 
againſt me, which, whilſt they remained, 
were ſo many Obſtacles to my Happi- 
neſs. I tried to overcome them, by be- 
having towards you with the utmoſt 
Reſpect, thinking, as I had Reaſon to 
do, that you would attribute my Afſi- 
duity to the true Cauſe, and therefore 
I reſolved not to mention the leaſt Cir- 
cumſtance that might bring back to your 


Remembrance, what, it was my Intereſt, 
you 
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you ſhould for ever forget. I was wil- 
ling that my Happineſs ſhould be merely 
the Effect of your Bounty, and the Con- 
fdence with which you have been pleaſed 
to honour me for ſome Time paſt, in- 
ſpired me with a pleaſing Hope that you 
might ſome time or other, be brought to 
be more favourable towards me : I was 
in Raptures at the Proofs you gave me of - 
your Eſteem, and was very far from 
diſcovering the Object you mentioned in 
your Diſcourſe to be yourſelf, I ima- 
gined that as you had had ſufficient Trial 
of my Conſtancy, you were at length 
willing to reward it. My Gratitude 
ſpoke the Language of the Paſſion with 
which I am inflamed; and ſo blinded was 
I by Hope, that I never perceived whom 
you meant, till you mentioned the Cir- 
cumſtance of being willing to keep the 
Marriage you propoſed, a Secret from 
your Daughter: 

Mrs. Mech ſeemed for a while to be 
quite loſt in Thought ; at laſt, as if re- 
collecting herſelf, ſaid, as my Miſtake 
ſeems to be not at all unjuſtifiable, I am 
greatly at a Loſs how to reconcile yours. 
agree to the Truth of what you ſay, 
that you have courted my Daughter, 
and that ſhe has received your Addreſſes, 
but 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


being ſo, but I have now neither Leiſure 
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but it does not at all appear, not withſtand. 
ing, that ſhe loves you. The Counte- 
nance that Lord gave you, and the 
Advantages that the was in tlopes of re- 


* ceiving ſome Time or other from his 


Lady, made me think that Policy and 
Ambition were her two chief Motives 
for giving you any Encouragement ; it 
Love had any Share in the Matter, it was 
more than I knew of, or indeed imagined, 
But had I indeed ſuſpected it, the Retire- 
ment that my Daughter has made Choice 
of, and the Reſolution ſhe has taken 
of living ſingle, would ſoon have diſſi- 
pated my Doubts upon that Head. Be- 
ſides, the ſtrict Silence that you have 
kept, induced me to think that you had 
quite forgot the whole Affair. This then 
being the Caſe, to what other Motive 
could J attribute your Aſſiduity, than to 
your perſonal Regard for me? | 

I am in the wrong, Madam, I own it, 
ſaid I, and therefore, ſo far from deſir- 
ing you to take me into Favour again, [ 
will ſubmit to whatever Puniſhments you 
will be pleaſed to inflict, I am willing 
to believe, replied ſhe, that you are in 
the right, and that it is in your Power to 
give me many convincing Proofs of your 


nor 
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nor Inclination to hear what you have to 
ſay. What, however, appears to me to 
be the moſt certain, is, that you can never, 
after what has happened, expect that 
Ican give you my Conſent to your marry- 
ing my Daughter, though you ſhould be 


ten times more deſirous of it than you 


are. You need not, therefore, trouble 
me with any more Requeſts upon that 
Subject. 

J was not at all ſurprized at this An- 
ſwer of hers, and indeed, had ſhe given 
me any other, I ſhould have been apt to 
have ſuſpected ſhe had ſome ill Deſign in 
View : As ſoon, therefore, as ſhe had done 


ſpeaking, I made my Bow and took my 


Leave, with a Reſolution of putting into 
immediate Execution what I before in- 


tended. I knew very well the Place where 


Miſs eck was, and all the Country 
about it. Nay, I had taken Care to get 
ſufficient Information where the Houſe 


ſtood, and was told it lay about a Quar- 


ter of a Mile out of the high Road, ſur- 
rounded by a Wood on three Sides, and 
by a River on the fourth : Theſe Infor- 
mations being ſufficient to dire& any 
Meſſenger, I ſat down and wrote the 
following Letter. 
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Tave MBA ir, 


4 Mapa, 


AVE you ſeriouſly conſidered 

on the Reſolution that I hear 
you have made of never marrying ? If 
you ever loved me, what can now 
induce you to hate, or even fo far as 
to be indifferent? Is your Love ſo en- 
tirely abated, that you are ſure it will 
give you no Diſturbance for the fu- 
ture? And are the Motives of your 
Reſolution ſo good, that you can de- 
pend upon its being laſting ? Do you 
not ſhudder when you think on the 
length of Time, that you have con- 
fined yourſelf to Solitude ? The only 
Motive of my Enquiry is your Peace 
and Satisfaction—perhaps my Love 


may, indeed, be an additional Conſi- 


deration; but altho' you are tired of 
that, your Will ſhall be ever a Law to 
me, and however rigorous the Com 
mand, you may always depend upon 
an exact Compliance with it from me. 
I do not tell you that I languiſh rather 
than live, that Death would be wel- 
come, for notwithſtanding my Youth, 
in Misfortunes I may reckon myſelt 


old. My Faibon, as reſpectful as it is 


violent, 
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& violent, forbids .any -thing of this 
„ Kind, ſince it might perhaps, put a 
« Force upon your Inclinations, which 
& would not be worth while, even tho, it 
« were, to ſave. my Life: The firſt Time 
« that you can, conveniently walk out, 


“ if you will come to the End of the 


“ Grayel-walk near the Baſon, I will be 
on the other Side of the Wall waiting 
for your Commands, 


4 And am, 
* Yours eternally, 
Fearing that if I ſent, my own Poſt- 


Chaiſe, it might be taken Notice of ei- 
ther going or coming, I ordered. Panton 


to hire one, and gave his Wife the Let- 
ter, deſiring her to, enquire what Times, 
the moſt uſually,walked out, and to what 


Places. In order to engage Miſs Act 


to truſt her the more, I gave her the 
Ring which Mrs. Aiect had. formerly 


given me, and told her to make uſe of 


it as a Proof that ſhe was ſent thither by 


me: The Woman that I ſent acquitted: 
herſelf very dextrouſly. She inquired, 
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upon coming to the Houſe, for Miſs A. 
eck, and told the Servant that ſhe was ſent 
by her Mother, who had ſome ſlight In- 
«diſpoſition, and therefore could not write. 
Upon this, ſhe was ſhewn into a Par- 
Jour where the young Lady was, and 
' while ſhe was telling her the ſame Story, 
turned the Ring about ſeveral Times in 
order that ſhe might obſerve it. Miſs 
Aﬀeeck perceived that there was ſomething 
extraordinary in this Meſſage, however, 
ſhe pretended to ſpeak to her with all the 
Indifference in the World, and yet con- 
trived - to get my Letter, without letting 
any body elle in the Room perceive thut 
ſhe had taken any Thing. 

By this Woman's Means I learnt, that 
on the Morrow, Miſs Meck would be at 
the Place I had mentioned : Wherefore ! 
wrote a very long Letter to her, wherein, 
without betraying Bathurſt or his Friends, 
I informed her of every Thing that, lad 
happened ſince I had the Pleaſure of ſec- 
ing her laſt: I acquainted her with Mart. 
; ' land's Death, the Place that Lord: M— 
had. procured for me, my accidental 
Meeting with Mrs. Afleck, and the Con- 
ſequences that enſued; together with her 
Propoſal of marrying me privately. [ 
dlid not doubt * this laſt Piece of Intel- 

; | ligence, 
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ligence, would contribute much to the 


prejudicing her in Favour of me, ſince 


It was a Proof that her Mother was not 
ſo ſtrongly propoſſeſſed againſt me, as 
ſhe would have me believe. I determined, 
however, not to give her this Letter, if 
her Anſwer to it ſhould betray a Want of 
her uſual Affection towards me. . 

I ordered a Box of Cork to be made, 
large enough to hold ſeveral Letters, and 
having provided myſelf with Paper and 
Pens enough, I ſet out for the Village 
that was the neareſt to the Houſe where 


ſhe lived. There I left my Poſt-Chaiſe, 
and went alone towards the Houſe, Ar 


laſt I came to the Place that I had ap- 


pointed. I climbed up as high as was 


ſufficient to give me a Proſpect into the 


Garden, by which Means I had the Satis- 


faction to ſee that the Side towards me 
was very ſolitary and unfrequented. 
Miſs Afieck did not make me wait long. 


I could ſee her coming towards the 
Place, while ſhe was at a great Diſtance. 


As ſoon as ſhe was come nigh enough 
both to ſee and hear me, I aſked her in a 
trembling Voice, what Refolution ſhe 


had taken ? She niade-a Sign to me not 
to ſpeak, and pulled out of her Pocket a 


Letter that ſhe ſhewed me. I threw her 
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over my Box, and ſhe accordingly put 
it in, upon which I drew i it over the Wall 
again. Upon opening the Letter! found 


1 the ger to be as follows. 


T7 OU need not have the leaſt Doubt 

of of my Reſolution. Since an inſur- 
* mountable Difficulty, is a Hindrance 
“ to our Happineſs in each other, the 
<< World has no longer any Charms for 


« me. Alas! Why lid vou kill my Fa- 


« ther? In vain does Love, which is 


% much ſtronger than all the Ties of 
00 Nature, deſire an Union which my 


4 Family forbids. "Tis to no Purpoſe 
then that I forgive you ; however, be 


<© aſſured of this (perhaps it may be ſome 
Comfort to you) that if my Rela- 
* tions will not permit me to marry 


Hou, I will never marry any body.“ 


I was extremely rejoiced to find, that 
the very Reaſon which I thought weighed 
leaſt with her, ſeemed to have the moſt 


Influence. I immediately, therefore, put 


the Letter I had writ into my Box,; I put 
alſo ſome Pencils and Paper, and wrote 


on a looſe Piece of Paper tlie following 
Words. 


% The 


So 
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The Letter incloſed will inform 
« you of ſeveral Particulars, which. I 
doubt not will ſurprize you, and I 
« hope will juſtify me. I ſhould be glad 
© to know if you can in two Days hence, 
„be at this Place at this Time o 
« the Day, and I will then come to re- 
« ceive the Confirmation either of my 
„ Fappineſs, or my Miſery. ?“?“ 

She wrote on another Paper, 

4 both can and will be here at the 
« Time you mention.“ 1 

At the ſame Time ſhe told me ſhe was 
afraid of being miſſed if ſhe ſtaid any 
longer, and that the People of the 
Houle would probably come and look for 
her. Upon this ſhe went away, and juſt 
as ſhe was going out of Sight, her Eyes, 
I thought, gave me a Look expreſſing 
the utmoſt Tenderneſs, with a Mixture 
of Compaſſion, Mine followed her as 
far as they could, and when no longer 
able to, diſcern her, overflowed with 
Tears. #4 1 
As ſoon as I returned Home, I be- 
thought myſelf what Method I could 
make uſe of in order to have the Plea- 
ſure of her Converſation longer another 


Time. For this Purpoſe, I procured a 
kind of Peng. Trumpet, conſiſting 
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in all of about twelve feet in length, 
but compoſed of a Number of Joints 
which was faſtened one into another, and 


by that Means was rendered convenient 
for Carriage. 


The next Time I ſaw Miſs Aﬀieck, ſhe 
appeared to be much more lively than 


before. When I handed her over the 


Box, I told her of the Method I had 
taken in order to be the better able to 


ſpeak to her, and receive her Anſwers 


rhe more readily. She laughed when 
ſhe ſaw me applying the Inſtrument to 
my Mouth, and as ſhe returned me back 
the Box, told me, that the Letter ſhe 
had written, would give me abundant 
Satisfaction; and that ſhe had provided 
againſt all the Inconveniences that ſhe 
thought might poſſibly obſtruct our fu- 
ture Correſpondence. We then began a 
Converſation as delightful, as the Man- 
ner in which we held it was new. When 
one held the one End of the Trumpet to 
the Mouth, the other's Ear was held 
cloſe to the other End, ſo that even the 
quickeſt Perſon in the World at hearing, 
could not underſtand a ſingle Word that 
we ſaid. Miſs Apieck told me that thc 
Intelligence I had given her, had wrought 
a moit ſurprizing Change in her, which 

c 
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the People ſhe was with were willing to 
attribute to, her becoming more recan- 
ciled to the Place. Her Alacrity was ſaid 
to be the Effect of Contentment, and 
that the whole Houſe had congratulated, 
her upon this Alteration in her 'Temper. 
But, continued ſhe, in this they are 
widely miſtaken, my Chearfulneſs ariſes 
only from the Hope that I now have of 


leaving them very ſoon. The reſt of our 


Converſation turned chiefly upon our 
mutual Affection to each other, of which 
we aſſured one another, by a thouſand 
tender Proteſtations. At laſt, the cruel 


Time for our ſeparating being come, ſhe. 


left me, ſaying the was obliged to go in 
to Dinner. As ſoon as I got home, I 
opened my Box, and was ſurprized to 


find it contained a Letter for Mrs. Afleck, 


as well as one for me, I began by read- 


ing that which was directed for me, 
and found that it conſiſted of the fol- 


lowing Words. 
. O W ſurprizing ſoever the Ac- 
85 count you have given me is, yet 


I rely upon your Honour too much to 
doubt that every Thing is no juſt as 
you have ſtated it. The Anſwer that 
] think proper to make to it, falls the 
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next Th ing under your Confideration. 


Jam determined to quit this Retire- 
ment, ſince your Affection for me 
remains as conſtant and as violent as 


ever, and ſince (in my Opinion at 


leaſt) the Impediment to our Marriage 
is now ſufficiently obviated. My 
Mother's own Conduct is a ſufficient 
Precedent for me. Were ſhe to re- 
fuſe her Conſent, after the Propoſals 
ſhe has made to you, ſhe would con- 
demn her own Behaviour. In my 
Letter to her, I have only mentioned 
the extreme Averſion to the hving in 
this retired Way any longer. I leave 
the Method of conveying it to her, 
after you have ſealed it, toyour Diſcre- 
tion : If ſhe will not comply with my 
Requeſt, I am reſolved to behave in 
what manner you direct; for am ſo 
firmly perſuaded of your Integrity, 


ga; op 


ſhould happen to prevent your com- 
ing then, I ſhall be glad to ſee you the 
very firſt Opportunity ; till when 


« am, &c.“ i 
The 
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The Contents of her Letter to her 


Mother were 8s follows. 


* 


9 
cc 
6c 
cc 
cc 
(0 
cc 
(c 
vc 
«c 
cc 
cc 
«c 
.CC 
40 
40 
cc 
C6 
40 
40 
66 
«CC 
\ cc 


6c 


Mainau, 


= HE longer I ay here, the more 
14 my Uneaſineſs increaſes. I per- 
ceive that I was never intended, either 


by Providence or Nature, to lead a 


retired Life, as the continual Anxiety 
I now ſuffer is a very evident, and I 
hope to you will be a convincing Proof 
of. I have made uſe of this Opportu- 
nity to inform you of my Sentiments 
on this Subject. I ſhould not have 
been able to have diſcloſed myſelf 


* ſo freely to you, had I ſent this by 


the Poſt, which might poſſibly have 
never come to your Hands. I am ac- 
quainted well enough with your hu- 
mane Diſpoſition, to doubt that you 
will heſitate at tak ing me away from a 
Place which afflicts me the more, inaſ- 
much as it deprives me of the fre- 
quent Opportunities which I ſhould 


* otherwiſe have of ſeeing you, ant! 


conſequently of giving you continual 
Proofs of that N and Affection 
as becomes, 


« Your moſt dutiful Daughter.” 
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This Letter gave me ſome Uneaſineſs. 
It was no difficult Matter, indeed, to con- 


trive ſome Method of conveying it to 


Mrs. Affech, but then I ſhould have been 
glad to have been preſent when ſhe re- 
ceived it; but how to effect this I was at 
a Loſs, as J had never ſeen her ſince we 
came to an Explanation, and therefore, 

was afraid of laying myſelf open to her 
Reproaches. But, fortunately for my 
Relief, ſhe ſent that Morning to invite 
me to come to ſee her, it being her 
Birth-day. Accordingly I went as early 
as I could conveniently. She complained 
a good deal of my not having been to 
{ee her lately. I made many Apologies 


for this Neglect. I have been ſo uſed 


to the Pleaſure of your Company, ſaid 
ſhe, that I do not know well how to do 


without it, indeed every other Company 


is troubleſome. In moſt Men I can ſee 
nothing but Pedantry, Ignorance, or 
Folly. Indeed, it is you that have made 


me ſo hard to be pleaſed, and conſequently 


ſo apt to find Fault with every body 
elſe. Do not then, continued ſhe, deprive 
me of that Pleaſure. Let us be Friends 


at leaſt. 


J returned her many Thanks for the 


Compliments ſhe was * to pay me, 
and 
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and aſſured her that I would wait on her 
more frequently for the future. She 
told me that ſhe mult inſiſt on my ſtaying 
Dinner with her that Day, as ſhe had 
invited ſome particular Company, that 
uſed to come to pay their Compliments 
to her on her Birth-day every Year. You 
muſt, therefore, aſſiſt me in doing, the 
Honours neceſſary on that Occaſion. In- 
deed, I own treely to you, I ſhall be very 
glad to mortify my Brother Manſell, who 
docs not expectto find you here. I have a 
Mind to teaze him a little; I hope, there- 
tore, you will contribute ſomewhat to- 
wards giving me the Satisfaction I deſire. 
J promiſed to do all that lay in my Power 
to oblige her, and then took my Leave, 

in order to go home and drels,  _ 
In my Way I called at Mrs. Simmonds's, 
whote Daughters I was to accompany to 
Mrs. Afflech's, not doubting but their 
Preſence would be of great Service to 
her in the Execution of her intended 
Scheme. As ſoon as I came into Mrs. 
Aﬀteck's, I went to her and paid my 
Compliments in Form, which I accom- 
panied with a Watch, much ſuch a one 
as that which Lord M. had made 
me a Preſent of, and ſome other Trinkets 
of ſmall Value. She ſeemed to be in a 
very 
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very good Humour; and ſhewed me 
the Letter that ſhe had received from her 
Daughter. I anſwered het only in gene- 
ral Terms, reſerving what J had to ſay 
to another Opportunity. Mrs. Mect 
made every body ſtay Dinner that came 
to ſee her that Morning; in particular ſhe 
was extremely pleaſed with having Mrs. 


Simmonds and her Daughters Company. 


Mr. Manſell and his Son came in juſt as 
we were fitting down to Dinner. We 


were Fifteen in all at Table. Mrs. A, 


fleck ſeated me on her right Hand, and 
deſired that I would take Care to help all 


the People on one Side, and that ſhe 


would do the ſame 'on the other. She 
took Noticethat Mr. Manſeli ſeemed much 
diſconcerted at my being there, and, 
therefore, ſhe reſolved to increaſe his 
Uneafin«ſs. She did not content herſelf 


with ſhewing me all Marks of Diſtinction, 
dut pulled out the Prefents I had made 
her in the Morning, and commended 
them extremely before all the Company. 


In ſpeaking to me, ſhe affected ſometimes 
the Air of a Coquet, and at others a 


more reſerved Air. She would often- 
times fix her Eyes upon me with uncom- 


mon Attention. One Moment, ſhe was 
cutting me a very nice Bit, the next ſhe 
was 


„ 
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was whiſpering my Servant, who came 
and told me what ſhe faid, even the moſt 
trifling Things with ſuch a Gravity of 
Deportment, as if they had been Secrets 
of the utmoſt Importance. I encou- 
raged her by acting the ſame Part as ſhe 
did, and every body ſeemed much -ſur- 
prized at the Freedom of our Behaviour 
towards each other: Mr. Manſell had much 
ado to keep himſelf from venting his 
Anger in the Middle of the Company z 


he ſeemed ready to burſt with Paſſion 


every Moment. We were in the Midft 
of theDeſert, when upon one of the Com- 
pany's aſking after Miſs ech, her Mo. 
ther replied, that ſhe had lately received a 


Letter from her. Iimmediately upon that 


deſired, that we might have the Pleaſure 
of hearing ſuch Parts of it as ſhe thought 


proper. Mrs. Simmomds, and two or three 
People beſides, ſeconded my Requeſt. 


There, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Alec, throwing 
the Letter into my Lap, you may read 
it aloud, if you pleaſe. 

Were. I to attempt to deſcribe the 


Effect this Letter had on the Company, 


I ſhould only betray my own Weaknels, 
without giving the Reader a true Idea of 


it. It is beyond all Deſcription. Mrs. 
Affleck was dumb. Mr. Manſell _— 


62 TRUE MERI IT, 
if poſſible, more diſconcerted than he 
was before. A Wink of mine let Mrs. 
Simmonds into the whole Affair, who de- 
fired Mrs. Affleck to take her with her, 
whenever ſhe went to fetch Miſs home; 
for indeed, added ſhe, I am entirely of 
Miſs Aﬀeck's Opinion. I am too well ac- 
quainted with your Tenderneſs for her, 
to think that you would wilfully make 
her miſerable the reſt of her Life. On 
the contrary, you always thought, and 
perhaps ſhe thought ſo once herſelf, that 
a State of Retirement, was the fitteſt in 
the World for her. You have deprived 
yourſelf of the Pleaſure of her Company 
for a conſiderable Time, merely to com- 
ply with what appeared to be her Choice; 
but now ſhe diſcovers,” that her Reſolu- 
tion 1s not ſtrong enough, and for that 
Reaſon ſhe has recourſe to your Good- 
neſs to releaſe her from it, I do not 
doubt but you are extremely glad of 
having this Opportunity of ſhewing how 
affectionate a Mother you are; and, on 
the other hand, ſhe will give you all 
poſſible Proofs of being your dutiful 
Daughter. | 
Mrs. Simmonds's Diſcourſe, which was 
very ſenſible and full to the Point, 
ſeemed to have a good deal of Influence 
on 
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on the Company. Every one tried who 


| ſhould praiſe it moſt. Young Manſell 


went up to his Aunt, and deſired that 
ſhe would not deprive him of the Plea- 
ſure of ſeeing his amiable Couſin : Let 
us go and fetch her, added he, To-mor- 
row—[I will go by and by, and give her 
Notice of it. Scarce had he ſpoke this, 
when his Father gave him ſuch a frown- 


ing Look, that we eaſily perceived that 


he was very well pleaſed that ſhe was ſo 
far off. Till then, the People who were 
moſt intereſted in her Return, had not 
ſaid a Syllable ; the Motives of this Si- 
lence are not very difficult to be gueſſed 
at. As to myſelf, I thought I ought to 
take hold of the Opportunity of Mrs. 
Aﬀeck's Reſolution to contradict her 


Brother in whatever he ſaid, or did, I 


whiſpered her, therefore, that Mr. Mau- 


fell ſeemed a good deal rejoiced, becauſe 


he thought that ſhe was of the ſame 
Opinion as he himſelf was, and that he 
was perſuaded, that altho' ſhe ſhould ven- 
ture to differ from him, ſhe would never 
preſume to explain herſelf before the 


Company. This Artifice ſucceeded ad- 


mirably, Mrs. Affleck immediately broke 
the Silence which had been kept for ſome 
Time, and deſired that I would ſay what 
| | I 
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thought upon the Subjeck. Will you 
follow my ri. Madam? ſaid I. 1 
promiſe you I will, replied. ſhe, Follow 
then the Advice, laid I, that Mrs, Sim. 
monds has given you, and fufter yourſelf 
to be prevailed on by the Intreaties of 
your Nephew. . Your great Affection for 

Miſs Aflect, has, I doubt not, rendered 
needleſs any Thing that can be ſaid far- 
ther, and 1 believe that no Body here 
will have any Objections. Except me, 
Sir, if you pleaſe, ſaid old Manſell pretty 
roughly. 1 did not doubt, ſaid Mrs. 
Aﬀileck, that you would be againſt it, and 
for that Reaſon I never afked your Opi- 
nion; for your Face, for this laſt Hour, 


has ſufficiently expreſſed your Diſappro- 


bation. However, I fhall not make the 
leaſt Scruple of .complying with Mr. 


's Advice, as being more agreeable 
to that natural Affection which every 


Parent ought to feel for her Child. I 


adviſe you too, Siſter, replied he, to con- 
Ault no body hut Mr. 5 — | 
marry [your Daughter; and as at is no 


» when you 


hard Matter to gueſs what would be his 


Sentiments on that Head, I would have 


you begin to make all the neceſſary Pre- 
parations for that Ceremony. I am ex- 


ttremely obliged to yau tor your good 


Advice, 


— C54 * 9 
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Advice, Brother, ſaid Mrs. Afletk, and 


pay too great a Deference to it not 


to comply, when it is ſo highly agree - 
able to my own Inelinations. For I 
would have you know, continued ſhe, 
that as long as I live, you ſhall never 
have the leaſt Controul over my Daugh- 
ter, and that I am as much Miſtreſs of 
her, as I am of myſelf, I hope to be 
able to prove the contrary, ſaid, Mr. 
Manſell; I am no Dupe, I can eaſily per- 
ceive that all this is a concerted Scheme 
between you and Mr. 5 I cannot 
tell whether he will ſucceed in his Under- 
taking or no; but believe, were I re- 
quired to give my Opinion, that he will 
not, unleſs indeed he ſhould: have re- 
courſe to ſome of thoſe happy Expe- 
dients, by which he knows very well how 
to get rid of thoſe who ſtand in his Way. 
Lou are very bold, indeed, Sir, ſaid 


I; no Abuſe was ever more groſs, or 


more unjuſtly beſtowed. However, I 
proteſt to you, and that before the whole 
Company, that I ſhall always reſpect 
you as Miſs Afleck's Uncle. You ſaid 
as much to her Father before, anſwered 
he ; and. yet that did not prevent you 
from murdering him, any more than it 
did from putting her Lover to Death. 
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Upon this he immediately went out, 


without any one offering to ſtop him. 

Mrs. Affleck deſired I would excuſe her 
Brother. in-Jaw's Rudenefs. Young Man- 
ſell, likewiſe, made me a thouſand In- 
treaties to the ſame Purpoſe. I aſſured 
them, that I ſhould forget entirely what- 
ever had been ſaid, and would take no 
more Notice of it than if it had not been 
ſpoken. Mrs. Afleck, under Pretence of 
preventing his Threats, refolved to 
go and fetch her Daughter immediately. 
Accordingly ſhe wrote two Letters, one 
to the Lady of the Houſe where ſhe was, 
and the other to the young Lady herſelt: 
The formerſhe thanked for her Care and 
Kindneſs to her Daughter; that ſhe being 
her only Child, and conſequently, all 
her Hopes and Comforts being centered 
in her, ſhe could not bring herſelf to the 
Reſolution of letting her Hive in Retire- 
ment any longer, and that therefore ſhe 
would come and. fetch her the next Morn- 
ing. The latter contained only Orders 
to her Daughter, to get herſelf ready by 
the Time chat the intended to call for 
her, 

I did not dare aſk to be the "IR of 
the Letters, or even ſo much as to ac- 
company young Manſeil, however in * 
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] was agreably prevented. Will you 
give me a Place in your Poſt-chaile ? 
ſaid he. Very willingly, ſaid I, provided 
I go too. I meant you ſhould, replied 
he. Juſt as he had ſaid this, Mrs. Af 
fleck went into another Apartment, where 
I followed her. What Returns can I 
make, Madam, ſaid I, for the Favours 
] have received from you? I know your 


Generoſity too well to cliinK that you will 


reſt ſatisfied with obliging me only by 
Halves. I hope and expect that you 
will grant me all that I deſire. Accept, 
if you think it worth while, an Eſteem 
which ſhall ever be preſerved. Riſe, Sir, 
ſaid ſhe, I do not know how you have 
ſucceeded in getting me to favour you ſo 
far. The Spirit of Contradiction to my 
Brother, has been of much more -Ser- 
vice to you, than perhaps you ima- 
gine. However, let what will come of 
it, I give my Conſent to your marrying 
my Daughter. This is a Precaution that 
I think abſolutely neceſſary to be taken 
againſt my own Weakneſs. As to her, 
I am entirely ſatisfied that ſhe can never 
be happy without you. Compleat my 
Happineſs, Madam, faid I; do not leave 
us Let us all be together as much as 
we can. I ſhall not be thoroughly happy, 
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68 TRUE Mtrar, : 
unleſs: you will. be, pleaſed to ſhare it 
with us. The Preſence of a, tender and 
virtuous, Mother will be a great Inerealy 
to our mutual Satisfaction 

I Qcannot refuſe a, Requeſt, ſaid ſhe, 
that I was. deſirous of, and indeed ex- 
pected ſhould- be, made. [I hope 1 ſhall 
never repent of the Step I have taken, 


My Nephew is, now, waiting, go there- 


fore. Told that Tears were in her 
Eyes, upon which 1 went out without 
ſaying any thing farther, and went to 
look for young Manſell 

When we came, to the Houſe, he en- 
quired: for Miſs Afieck in both oux Names. 
She came with a Glow of great, Satis- 
faction in her Countenance. We bring 
you good News, my dear Couſin, laid 
Manſell; my Aunt and ſeveral other Lay 
dies, intend. to come and fetch you away 


to-morrow-Mornipg. This Letter will 


conirm the Truth of what I have been 
ſaying. We then deſired tq ſpeak with 


the Lady of the Houſe, but Were told 
that ſhe was much out of Order. Man. 
Lell gave a Servant the Letter, and deſired 


that it might be given as ſoon as it could. 


We ſtaid above an Hour in the Parlour 


without thinking the Time lang. At 


laſt a Meſſage was. ſent down from the 
28 Lady 
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t Lady, chat Mrs. ett was at Liberty to 
ſend for her Paughter whenever ſhe 
F pleaſed. n | 

'Although'T was determined, if poſible, 
) not to proceed to Extremities with old 
. Manſell, yet I thought it but prudent to 
1 endeavour to ſecure myſelf 'againſt his 


Ti And for this Purpofe I had 
recourſe to Pr. Bathburſt, whom I went 


r to as foon"as'tver I had ſet down young 
t Manſell, IT told him the need T had of 
0 his' Aſſiſtance, upon Which he offered to 


bring thoſe whom he had employed in 
Markland's Affair. I repreſented to him 
. the great Danger which both he and they 
would be expoſed to, if they ſhould be 
ſeen by Manſell, who would probably 
know y them again. He agreed to the 
Juſtice of what I ſaid, and therefore pro- 
miſed ro Bring four other Friends, upon 
whom he could depend as much as the 
others. © Grifih, who came to fee” him 
accidentally at tfiat Time, promiſed" to 
get Ritffe! to join him. I deſired Griffith 
to be about the Houſe, where \Miſs f- 
feel was, the next Morning by break of 
Day, and that being placed at conve- 
nent PDiſtances from each other, they 
mighr⸗gioe one àndther Notice of every 
"Thing'thvy/fiw Wp... 
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The next Morning I went very early 
to Mrs. Simmonds's to carry her to Mrs, 


Afﬀeck's. Young Manſell and a Relation 


of their's, who was to have dined with 
us the Day before, were there already, 
After a ſhort Breakfaſt we ſet all off, be- 
ing five in Number. Young Manſell 
got into my Poſt-chaiſe, and he three 
others followed us in the Coach. While 
we were going there, Manſell informed 
me, that his Father, after leaving Mrs. 
Aﬀteck's, went Home for a little while, 
and then went out again, telling them 
that he was going into the Country, and 
that he ſhould not be at Home that 
Night. 

Lid not 1 but he Ea ſome 


Scheme in his Head, that if executed 


would prove extremely prejudicial to me, 


and yet I was at a Loſs to gueſs what 


Methods he could poſſibly make Ute of. 
I could think of no other than that of 
open Force. I was not at all apprehen- 
five that he would endeavour to carry off 


Miſs Afeck before we could get there. 


If he was ſo raſh as to pretend to take 
her from her Mother while they were 
returning, I was in Hopes that the People 
1 had ſpoke to would effectually prevent 


his doing gany thing ot. that kind. Without 
' reckoning 
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reckoning his Son, there would have been 
eight ſtout reſolute Fellows well armed. 
I was extremely glad that I had taken 
the Precautions I did, and was in Hopes 
that I ſhould not have any Occaſion for 

the Aſſiſtance of my Comrades. 
As we came nearer and nearer the 
Houſe, I had the Pleaſure of finding, 
that they had not diſappointed me. The 
firſt Man I ſaw was Ruſſel, who pretended 
not to know us, but looked on us very 
attentively. At ſome Diſtance, I per- 
| ceived ſeveral other Horſemen, at pretty 
| equal Diſtances from each other. At 
. laſt I ſaw Griſſith ſitting down on a 
Bench before the Door of the Houſe, 


: pretending to be got off tor a little while 
| 1n order to eaſe his Horie. I ſtayed on 
; the Out- ſide with young Manſell and his 
t Kinſman. The two Ladies went into 
. the Houſe, where they ſtaid near two 
f Hours. We did not know what to 
jo think of their Abſence, when at laſt the 
ff Door opened and they brought out ſome 
. Portmanteau's. Juſt at this time Grif- 
e fith made me a Signal to ſpeak with me; 

e accordingly I went up to him, and he 
le informed me, that they had juſt ſeen a 
it Coach with four Men in it, one of whom 
It was an Officer, 8 by the Deſcription, 


g 1 ſaid 
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ſaid he, ſeems to be old Manſell, and the 
two others are common Soldiers. I be- 
lieve too, added he, that there is ano- 
ther Coach behind that, which - containg 
four more. What ſhall we do? ſaid he: 
Br intimidate them, ſaid I, as much 
as you can; gather all together, juſt at 
the Corner ef the Wall, to hinder their 
coming any farther, and follow me. 
J made no doubt but Manſell had de- 
termined my Deſtruction, and that he 
had a Mind to have me taken up, by the 
'reviving the Affair about his Brother, or 
-elſe by laying Markand's Death to m 
Charge. While I was employed in guel- 
ling what could be his Motive for acting 
in this Manner, the Ladies came out of 
che Houſe, upon which we went up to 
them. Young Manſell handed his Aunt 
into the Coach, and his Relation did the 
ſame to Mrs. Simmonds. I went up to 
Miſs eck, who came laſt of all. 
Four Mother, ſaid I, has at laſt given 
her - Conſent to make me happy. Mr. 
"Manfell is determined to hinder it if he 
can. We have no Time to loſe ; have 
von any Confidence in me? Indeed, ſaid 
ſhe, I have, but what is: the Matter ? Is 
there any Misfortune that you are now 


apprehenſive - of? * Tes, Madam, ſaid r 
an 
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and it is only by following me that you 
can ſecure yourſelf from it. I will fol- 
low you any where, replied ſhe, if it will 
contribute either to your Safety, or hin- 
der our being ſeparated, ſince I efteem as 
well as love you. I took her by the Hand, 
and put her into my Poſt-chaiſe, and but 
juſt in time, for the firſt Coach was already 
come up, and the ſecond was coming at a 
ſwift Rate, when young Manſell came and 
told me, that his Father was coming 
with ſome Officers. I know it very well, 
faid I, and immediately threw myſelf 


into the Chaiſe, ordering the Poſtilion 


to drive as faſt as he could from Lon- 
don. Juſt at this Time, old Manſell and 
the People that were with him, got out 


of the Coach. They attempted to run 


after me, but my Friends at the Corner 
of the Wall, after having left an Open- 
ing for me to paſs through, cloſed again 
and hindered them from going any far- 
ther. The other Peopl: made a Shew as 
if they were going to attack them. Upon 


which Ruſſel, with a cocked Piſtol in his 
Hand, went up to them, and told them, 
they had beiter reſerve their Courage for 
another Opportunity. Mr. Manſell's 


Companions were ſenſible of the Pru- 


.dence of this Advice, and left Manſell 


"Yr. i. E alone; 
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74 TRUE MERI T, 
alone; Griffith went up to him, and 
{aid, Good Sir, if you will get into your 
Coach again, we will attend you Home. 
Then making a very low Bow, he rode 
off as faſt as he could towards me. 
We went on at a great Rate for about 
ſix Miles, at the End of which we ſtop- 
ed to take a little Refreſhment, and to 
reſt our Horſes. One of the Horſe- 
men that attended us, propoſed our go- 
ing to Dinner to his Father's Houle, 
which was about ſeven Miles off; as we 
had nothing better to do juſt at that 
Time, we told him we ſhould be obliged 
to him if he would ſhew us the Way 
thither. | 
The Houſe was very large and well 
furniſhed. There was only a Gardener 
and his Family in at that Time. 
While Dinner was getting ready, J gave 
Miſs Affleck an Account of every Thing 
that had happened the Day before, upon 
the Receipt of her Letter, together with 
her Mother's Promiſe of coming and 
living with us. I then told her, that the 
Fear of loſing her for ever, had induced 
me to have recourſe to the Aſſiſtance of 
my Friends, and aſſured her, that my 
Intention was to carry her back to her 


Mother, and that I would as ſoon as 
poſſible, 


= 2.00 — — ee e Fe 


2 


TRUE HAPFHINT SS. 73 
ofſible, inform her what Place we had 
made Choice of for our Retreat. I am 
not at all afraid of any Thing, ſaid ſhe, 
while I am under your Protection. My 
Attention does not proceed ſo much 
from my Concern, as from the Pleaſure 
that I take in hearing every Thing that 
you ſay. I leave the Management of 
every Thing to your Diſcretion, Din- 
ner put an End to this Converſation. 
We all eat very heartily ; Grifith aſked 
us, where we intended to go? I told 


him I ſhould be glad to get to my Coun- 


try Houſe (to which we were now in 


the direct Road) by the next Morn- 
ing. Mr. Manſell will never ſuſpect 
that I am gone there. I ſhall there be 
within Reach of hearing if any Thing 
extraordinary happens, and I can caſily 
{end for Mrs. Afﬀeck from thence. I 
would rather adviſe you, ſaid Griyith, 
to return to London, as you will be able 
to conceal - yourſelf more effectually 


there; and when Matters are made up, 


you will be able to appear immediately. 
[ told him, that I ſhould be extremely 
glad to follow his Advice, but that 1 
did not know of any Private Lodging, 
where I could keep myſelf from being 
{ren or known by any of my Acquain 
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tance: I foreſaw and provided, replied 
Griffith, as well as I could, againſt this 
Difficulty. We are all very ſecure here; 
No-body will think of coming here to 
look for us, Mr. Raby (for that was 
the Gentleman's Name at whoſe Houſe 
we now were, and who was preſent at 
this Time) deſires that you will make 
Uſe of his Apartments here as long as 
ou have Occaſion : Indeed you cannot 
well help ſtaying till To-morrow, the 
Horſes are ſo tired, that you will not be 
able to get them on any further To day. 
Whenever you are willing to remove 
from hence, my Lodgings in Town are 
entirely at your Service. You know 
what fort. of Rooms they are. As long 
as you think fit to make Uſe of them, 
they are yours; and, in the mean Time, I 
can lodge at the next Door. I thanked 
Mr. Raby and him for their great Civi- 
lity, and told them that I propoſed ſtay- 
ing there till the next Day, and would 
ſet out Time enough to reach London by 
Night : In the mean Time, continued I, 
tilt my Affairs are a little more ſettled 
than they are preſent, I ſhall be glad to 
make Uſe of Mr. Grifith's kind Offer. 
The reſt of the Day was ſpent in look- 


ing over the Houle and Gardens. Among 
7 other 
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TRUE HAPPINESS. 77 
other Things we obſerved a little ſquare 
Building that contained four Rooms, in 
each of which there were two Beds. This 
is the Place, ſaid Mr. Raby, that I have 
prepared for your Reception: I deſired 
thateither the Gardener's Wife or Daugh- 
ter, might lay in the Room with Miſs _ 
Aﬀteck. He told me that he would take 
Care that what I deſired ſhould be done. 
Accordingly, after Supper, which laſted 
ſome Time, the Gardener's Wife and 
Daughter, came and conducted her into 
one of the beſt Rooms, and I and Grif- 
f1h's, went and laid in one adjoining to 


that Apartment. The other three Rooms 


were taken up by Ruſſel and his three 


— Companions. 


As we had no Reaſon to be in a Hurry, 
it was late before we got up the next 
Morning, and after Breakfaſt we ſet off. 
Our Horſemen rode two and two, at 
ſome Diſtance from each other, that they 
might not excite the Curioſity of the 
People on the Road; however, not ſo 


far off, but upon the leaſt Notice, they 


could eaſily join. We went quite a dif- 
terent Road from that which we had 
travelled the Night before, and got to the 
Village where we were to bait, about an 
Hourafter it was Dark. At this Place our 

| 2 Guards 
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Guards left us. Griffith conducted us to 
his Lodgings, and calling up his Maid, 
told her, that his Siſter and her Huſband 
having ſome Buſineſs in London, he had 
offered them the Uſe of his Apartments, 
and that he intended to lodge, in the mean 
Time, at the next Door. I deſire you 
will punctually obey them in every 
Thing: As their Cloaths are not yet 
arrived, I defire you would furniſh them 
with every Thing they may want, and 
take their Servants to the neareſt Inn, 
and order the Landlord of the Houſe 
to give them whatſoever they call for. 
The Servant complied immediately with 
her Maſter's Orders. 

When Griffith was gone, this officious 
Maid gave me her Mafter's Night-gown, 
and every Thing elſe that belonged to 
my pretended Brother-in-law. As to 
you, Madam, ſaid ſhe, the beſt Cloaths, 
that I have are at your Service. I have 
no better than theſe, I aſſure you; I only 
wear them at Holiday Times, yet I am 
afraid they are not good enough for you. 
Give me what you have, ſaid Miſs Af- 
Fleck, and you will oblige me exceed- 
ingly. The Maid ſeemed highly de- 
lighted at her Condeſcenſion, and went 
and fetched her ſome Cloaths, which, 

though 
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though not fine, were yet very neat 
and clean. Scarce were we left to our- 
ſelves, when {throwing myſelf on my 
Knees before Miſs Alec; How happy 
ſhould I be, dear Mad am, ſaid IJ, if your 
Mother's and your Conſent were con- 
firmed to me in ſuch a Manner, as that 
I might be certain of being, ſome time 
or other, united to you for ever—When 


ſhall I ſee that happy Day ? 


I will not diſſemble with you, ſaid ſhe, 
I am as deſirous of its ſpeedy Approach 
as you are. My Reaſon only hinders 
me from granting you the Name which 
my Love would willingly beſtow. It is 
in your Power, replied I, to reconcile 


both your Love and your Reaſon. Miſs 


Alec upon this told me, that ſhe would 
endeavour to do ſo; that her Affection 
for me, ſhe was certain, was not capa- 
ble of admitting any Increaſe : Alas! 
cried I, what are become of thoſe happy 
Times in which the Lovers mutual Paſ- 
ſion, and their Parents reciprocal Con- 
tent, were ſufficient, without waiting for 
the Form of a dull Ceremony ? If that 
golden Age were now ſubſiſting, your 
Reaſon, which is now ſo cruel an Impe- 
diment to my Happineſs, would have 
confirmed my Requeſt, and given a 

E 4 Sanction 
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Sanction to my Love. What a ſtrange 
Revolution! our Anceſtors, undoubtedly, 
depended much more upon one another 
than we do, ſince they took fewer Pre- 
cautions againſt being impoſed upon, 

It does not proceed from a want of 
Confidence in you, ſaid ſhe; this I have 
often told you, and I now tell you again 
with Pleaſure, that J eſteem you as much | 
as I love you; but altho' I look upon 
you as my Huſband, I believe you have 
too much-Honour to make an ill Uſe of 
the Freedom with which I treat you, or 
to take any Step to make me repent of 
the Reliance I have had on you hitherto; 
and by that Means I ſhall have the Satis- 
faction of having my Conduct irreproach- 
able. I aſſured her, with a tender, yet 
melancholy Air, that netwithſtanding 
the extreme Violence of my Paſſion, 1 
ſhould always make it a Point to ſubmit 
to her Will in every Inſtance. | 

Mifs Aﬀieck- ſeemed convinced of my 
Integrity, and yet, I thought I dub 

rceive a Mixture of Sorrow that over- 
clouded the Satisfaction which ſhe ſeemed 
to ſhew in her Countenance. She 
ceived that I looked at her with a good 
deal of Attention, and, therefore, in 
order to take off my Attention, ſhe aſked 

| me, 
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me, with a Smile, where I intended to 
lie? I do not know, replied I, nor do 
care much. The only Thing I mind 


zs your Company. If I am deprived of 


that, all Places and all Accommoda- 
tions are alike to me. What, ſaid ſhe, 
in a more lively Voice, has your Friend 
got but one Bed in the Houſe? Why 


then did he offer you the Uſe of his 


Lodgings ? If he has no more, his very 
Offer was an Affront to you. There is. 
another Bed in the Cloſet adjoining to 
this Room, ſaid I, very compoſedly. Let 


us ſee what Sort of one it is, ſaid ſhe, 


taking up one of the Candles. I fol- 
lowed her into the Room, where we 
found a Tent Bed, but there were no 
Sheets on it. I ſuppoſe, ſaid I, to her, 
that Griffith forgot to order this Bed to 
be made. Happening to ſee a Preſs: 
there, J opened it, and found that it 
contained ſome Sheets. Come, ſaid ſhe, 
let us make the Bed up. I pretended to 


aſſiſt her, or rather did ſo much, to pre- 


vent her Deſign, that ſhe perceived I 
had no Mind it ſhould be made, and ac- 
cordingly ſhe gave over alt Attempts to- 
make it, and ſaid, if you are not wil- 
ling to. have any Aſſiſtance, you may 
make it yourſelf. 

ES 1 
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J followed her into her own Room, 
when ſhe deſired me very gravely to 
leave her to herſelf, but I ſaw very 
plainly her Gravity was forced, I had 
too much Reſpect for her to inſiſt on 
what appeared in the leaſt to be diſ- 
agreeable to her, and went, therefore, in 
a very melancholy Poſture, towards my 
own Room. I obſerved to her, that the 
Door that parted our two Chambers had 
a Couple of Bolts. I hope, ſaid ſhe, that 
f I had not had this Security, you would 
not have given me any further Diſtur- 
bance, and indeed, I make no doubt but 
you will reſt much more quietly than I 
ſhall. I drew the Door very gently after 
me. Adieu my dear- Huſband, 
jaid ſhe; upon which J went in again. Do 
you heſitate, my Angel, ſaid I, at giving 
me a Title, the obtaining of which is 
the ſole Object of my Ambition ? *Tis 
in vain that your Heart feels any Ineli- 
nation for me, ſince your Reaſon, which 
is as cruel as it is ſtrong, ſtill oppoſes 
your Paſſion. Nor indeed, have I any 
Hope of ever convincing you. Oh, 
how little are you acquainted with me, 
fince you ſeem to have withdrawn that 
Confiden e, which I flattered myſelf you 
repoſed in me! A conſtant Submiſſion, 

| However, 
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however, to. your Will, ſhall be a con- 
tinual Proof to you of my Love. | 
Miſs Affleck had all this Time been 
ſtanding : However, towards the Con- 
clufion of what I had ſaid, I could per- 
ceive her melting by Degrees. At laſt 
ſhe ſunk gradually on a Couch. I am 
convinced, ſaid ſhe, of your Affection, 
and am now no longer under any Appre- 
henſions of loſing it. While ſhe was 
faying this, I flew into her Arms. The 
Pleaſures that I had hitherto experienced, 
were nothing in Compariſon of thoſe 
that I now felt. Delicate and true Lovers 
are only capable of taſting ſuch Refine- 
ments, which are wholly loſt upon 
thoſe that are groſs and ſenſitive ; who, 
confining their Pleaſures merely to the 
gratifying their Appetites, know nothing 
of the ſuperior Delights, which the 
ſame Pleaſure gives to thoſe, who conſi- 
der it in a higher Point of View. _ 
As ſoon as the Day began to appear, 
I left Miſs Afieck, having previouſly de- 
ſired her to bolt the Door upon me, and 
went and tumbled the Bed that was. in 
the Cloſet, and ſent. to deſire Grifith 
would come to me. We conſulted to- 
_ gether what Means were the moſt likely 
to get us Intelligence whether it was ſafe 
11 Is for 
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for us to come Abroad yet or no. At 
laſt we agreed upon writing to Doctor 
Bathurſt, to deſire that he would give 
us all the Information he could in the 
Affair, and he ſent us Word that he 
would come to us the next Morning. 
He came according to his Appointment, 
but was afraid of being ſeen by Miſs Af. 
fleck, for fear ſhe ſhould recollect that 
he was one of thoſe that were con- 
cerned in reſcuing her, and conſequent- 
ly in the Death of Markland. Where- 
fore Griffith and I took him into a Room 
by ourſelves ; where he informed us, that 
knowing young Manſell was quite of a 
different Temper and Manner of think- 
ing, eſpecially in this Affair, from his 
Father, he had, therefore, enquired for 
him at the Coffee-houſe which he moſt 
uſually frequented, and found him there; 
that after talking with him for ſome 
Time, he informed him that his Father 
had got an Order from the Secretary of 
State's Office, for ſecuring my Perſon, 
and for detaining Miſs Afieck in the 
Place where ſhe then was, till ſne con- 
ſented to a Match which her Uncle had 
provided for her, or till her Affairs were 
more firmly eſtabliſhed; that when he per- 


cived I had given him the Slip, he would 
fain 
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fain have had the Officer purſue me as 
an Out- law, but that he refuſed to do 
any ſuch Thing; that finding this in- 
effectual, he had commenced a Proſecu- 
tion againſt me for ſeducing and raviſh- 
ing his Neice; and that he had, in the 
mean Time, ſeized my Country Houſe, 
and had taken out aWarrant to ſecuremy 
Perſon ; that Mrs. Aﬀeck had prevailed 
upon her Brother-in-law to ſtop all Pro- 
ceedings againſt me for the preſent, but, 
that young Manſell was not all acquainted 
with the Motives of her preſent Beha- 
viour, and could only ſay that he had 
ſeen his Aunt and his Father going into- 
my Lodgings, and that he had: ſeen my 
Father fpeak to him for ſome Time ; 
that upon his coming out, he had ſent 
his Son, to the Officer to withdraw the 
Warrant which was to have been exe- 
cuted the next Day. i: 8 
In order to get a clearer Inſight into 
theſe Matters, I deſired Gr:ffth to ſtay 
with Miſs Afleck, and juſt as it was 
dark, I wrapped a long Cloak about 
me, and went to Mrs. Afﬀeck's; where I 
gave in a Note wrote in the following 
Terms: Ft: 


Mapam, 
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«© Mapan, 
6 F you have the ſame Confidence in 
me now, that you had ſome Time 
* ago, you will follow the Bearer of this 
< alone, without aſking any Queſtions. 


8 2 


She came down immediately, and ſtep- 
ped into the Coach, where I was waiting 
for her. The Coachman knew where 
he was to drive, which he did at ſo con- 
ſiderable a Rate, that we reached Gif. 
fith's Lodgings prefently. We kept a 
moſt profound Silence the whole Way, 
but juſt as we got out of the Coach, a 
Footman came to light us, by Which 
Means Mrs. Affleck diſcovered who I 
was, and told me that ſhe had, indeed, 
ſuſpected it all the Way ſhe came, by 
the Precaution of Silence which I had 
enjoined her in my Note. We went up 
Stairs immediately, upon which Grifuh 
very prudently retired. 

Miſs Heck then fell on her Knees 
before her Mother, and I did the ſame. 
Riſe, my dear Children, ſaid ſhe, I have 
got a great deal to ſay to you; upon 
which the gave us an Account of the ſeve- 
ral Particulars which I had before heard 
from Dr. Bathurſt. How ſenſibly was 1 

affected, 
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affected, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as I heard 
that my Brother had taken a Warrant 
out againſt you ! What, ſaid I to myſelf, 
muſt a Man be branded with the in- 
famous Name of a Raviſher, only for 
having aſſiſted my Daughter at a Time 
when ſhe muſt have infallibly been un- 
happy all her Life-time, had ſhe been 
deprived of that Aſſiſtance? Though 
his Goods are confiſcated, let him go 
into ſome Foreign Country with my 
Daughter, and I will fell whatever I have 
here, and follow them immediately : 
But Reflections on what might happen, 
ſoon made me ſenſible of the Conſe- 
quences of ſuch a Proceeding ; I was 
afraid that Poverty would overtake us, 
and therefore, conſulted ſeveral wiſer 
People than myſelf, to know if we could 
take any better Method; when every 
Body aſſured me, that notwithſtanding 
my being there, or any Thing I could 
ſay to the contrary, they had ſufficient 
Evidence to prove a Rape. However, 
after much Conſultation, I found out 4 
Method to ſtop all Proceedings againſt 
you, and to hinder the Order of Detainer 
againſt my Daughter from being put into 
Execution. I was very certain that my 
Brother-in-law's Deſign was- to hinder 

| ycur 
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your being married, I therefore thought 
it abſolutely neceſſary to ſeem to com- 
ly. With this View it was that I de- 
fired your Father to come Home with 
me, and after having given him an Ac- 
count of the Danger you was in, I con- 
vinced him, that he ought to make uſe 


of all poflible Methods for your Security. 


Undoubtedly he ought, ſaid Miſs ec. 
Make Haſte and come to a Concluſion, 


for I cannot even bear the Thought of ſo 
terrifying an Idea. 


The moſt likely Method to ſucceed, 
continued Mrs. Afleck, was to buoy up 


Mr. Manſell's Fears, and to make him look 


upon your Marriage with my Daughter, 
as a Thing that was impoſſible ever to 
take Place. This little Artifice has been 


the Means of preſerving your Life, your 


Reputation, and your Fortune. I per- 
ceived, however, that your Father ſtrug- 
gled ſome Time between his Love to 
you, and his Regard for the Truth; 

when at laſt his Paternal Affection got 
the better. We agreed to pretend that 
I was engaged to you by a private Con- 
tract. I then went to my Brother-1n- 


Jaw, to whom I pretended, I was ex- 
ceeding ſorry that Matters had gone fo 
far, but that it was too late now to 


recall 
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recall any Thing that had been done - 
He ſeemed to be pacified, and ſaid, I 
cannot hinder you, indeed, from taking 
to your Bed my Brother's Murderer, nor 
am I concerned ſo much upon your Ac- 
count, as I am upon my Neice's. You 
either are, or are not his Wife; if you 
chooſe to go under that Name, you will 
never be his Mother-in-law, and that 
will be a ſufficient Satisfaction to me. 
Had you owned it a few Days ſooner, 
you would have ſaved me a good deal of 
Uneaſineſs. I then offered to give him 
ſubſtantial Proofs of our Marriage, but 
he refuſed to accept any. I will con- 
tent myſelf, continued he, with the bare 


Words of your new Spouſe and you. 


He may appear with great Security if he 
pleaſes. I then took him to your Fa- 


ther's, where he heard the Account of 
our Marriage confirmed, and the very 


ſame Day he went and ſtopped all fur- 


ther Proceedings againſt you. 


Alas! Madam, cried I, as ſoon as ſhe 
had done ſpeaking, how can I be called 
your Huſband, when Love has already 
made me your Son ? Do you call this 


ſaving my Life, when at the ſame Time 


you deprive me of the very Means of 
exiſting, by hindering me from being 
Jos united 
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united to your Daughter? How can you 
preſerve my Reputation, by making me 
violate the many Oaths I have ſworn of 
being none but her's ? Do you think me 
capable of preferring Ambition or Riches 
to Honour and Honeſty ? I would, with 
Pleaſure, have left my Native Country, 
contented with being called your Son, 
which Mr. Mech, in his laſt Moments, 
ſeemed to have been willing to conſent 
to, and which you have likewiſe been 
pleaſed to approve of. I ſhould, I 
doubt not, wherever J had gone, found 
ſome Friends to Virtue, whoſe Services 
would have ſupplied us with the Neceſſa- 
ries of Life. Beſides, Miſs eck 's At- 
fection would have fapported her in the 
midſt of Want, and would have amply 
repaid for the Trouble I ſhould have 
taken throughout the whole Affair. 
What a fatal Remedy have you applied, 
which, in order to the getting over ſeem- 
ing uncertain Difficulties, the Shock of 
which I could have ſtood very well, have 
plunged me into real Misfortunes, 1 
deſpair of ever overcoming ? 
Here I ſtopped, Griet hindered me 
from adding any more upon this Occa- 
ſion; upon which Mrs. Aﬀieck ſaid, that 


without this Expedient, it was not certain 
| L 
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I could have gone out of the Kingdom, 
had I been ever ſo willing; that Mr. 
Manſell had made Uſe of his utmoſt 
Endeavours to hinder me; and ought I, 
continued ſhe, to have ſtaid till you 
was within his Reach before I attempted 
vour Deliverance ? Beſides, what Rea- 
lon have you for being ſo uneaſy at pre- 
ſent? The Circumſtances of the Affair, 
it is to be hoped, will not always be ſo 
much againſt you as they are now. Mr. 
Manſell may die, or may perhaps come 
to have a better Opinion of you. As 
you were able to influence Mr. Afieck in 
your Behalf, juſt at the Time when he 
was dying by your Means, why ſhould 
you deſpair of working the ſame Effect 
on his Brother? Add to this, that the 
| Intereſt of the Miniſter who gave you 
your Place, and the Protection with 
which Lord M is pleaſed to favour 
you, may probably be powerful enough 
to get the Order of confining my Daugh- 
ter revoked. Mr. Manſell has promiſed, 
however, not to make any Uſe of this 
Order, and he is as true to his Word 
as he is rigorous in his Thoughts. If 
you ſucceed, you will thenceforward 
have nothing to Fear, and may own 
your Marriage publickly. If you do 
a not, 
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not, you mult wait with Patience for a 
more favourable Opportunity. | 
- I do not care much, rephed I, about 
his ſtopping the Proceedings, but I do 
not chuſe to apply tor the revoking of 
the Secretary of State's Order with reſ- 
pect to your Daughter. It could not 
ſurely have been obtained from the Mi- 
niſter, who is my Patron, as he would 
certainly have made uſe of his Intereſt 
in my Behalf; beſides, that were I to 
apply for the revoking of this Order, 
I ſhould be obliged to ſtake my whole 
Credit with him upon that one Requeſt, 
and ſhould probably loſe my whole In- 
tereſt with him by that one Demand ; 
and as Mr. Manſell would, no doubt, 
have Spies over me, he would take the 
firſt Opportunity of- depriving me of a 
Wife that he knew I was ſo fond of. I 
cannot think it ſafe to act in this Affair 
upon a bare Poſſibility, and J have ſtill 
leſs Hopes than ever of gaining Mr. 
" Manſell in my Favour. The Inſtance of 
Mr. Afieck's Behaviour is nothing to the 
Purpoſe in the preſent Inſtance. He 
deſpiſed me as much as he hated me, 
but when Marklaud's Confeſſion let him 
into the Truth of the whole Affair, he 


was than convinced how grofly he had 
| been 
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been miſtaken, and was, therefore, glad 
to make me all the Reparation in his 
Power. Mr. Afﬀieck began to eſteem 
me in Proportion as his Prejudices to 
me were removed ; whereas, Mr. Man- 
fell, on the contrary, efteemed me before 
he knew me; but being blindly led on to 
think ill of me, the more frequent Ad- 
vances I made, the greater Diftance he 
thought himſelf obliged to keep me at. 
Contented with having prejudiced you 
againft me, he was very well fatisfied as 
long as the Deceit laſted; but, as ſoon 
as he found that I was able to bring 
you to an Explanation, he determined 
to ſupport, by all poſſible Means, what 
he had already advanced. Not being 
able to lay my undeceiving you as a 
Crime to my Charge, he began his At- 
tempts againſt his Neice. But as my 
Affection brought me to her Relief, he 
then turned his whole Strength to the 
hurting me. Do not, however, think, 
that notwithſtanding all this, he has no 
Eſteem for me; if this were not the Caſe, 
why would he take ſo much Precaution 
againſt me, and why would he endea- 
vour to make me feel the Effects of his 
Revenge, but becauſe he is afraid, that 
otherwiſe, 1 might ſometime or other be 
| in 
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in a Condition to hurt him ? Nay, his 

very Hatred is a Mark of his Eſteem 

for me. He ſeemed indeed, pacified, as 
you ſay, when you repreſented to him the 

Impoſſibility of my being ever married 
to your Daughter ; but I cannot help 
thinking, but that he does not believe 

that we are married, and that he had 
much rather that ſhe ſhould be my Miſ- 
treſs than my Wife. Nay, what he 
ſaid is an evident Proof of the Truth of 
my Aſſertion. Whether you are his 

„ Wife or no, provided you go under 

+ that Name, you will never be his 
„ his Mother-in-law, and that will be 
< a ſufficient Satisfaction to me.“ How 
contradictory are theſe Sentiments to each 
other? Our Love, our Conſtancy, or 
both, will contribute to the rendering his 
Malice ineffectual. The Succeſs may 
perhaps be ſlow, and what will become 
of your lovely Daughter in the mean 
'Time ? Indeed, what ſhall I do, till the 
happy Day that will for ever unite us? 

l ou muſt both of you wait with Pa- 
tience for that happy Time, ſaid the 
afflicted Mother. I agree with you, that 
as long as the Order is in force, no. 
Clergyman will venture to marry you, 
and that even ſuppoling it was to be a 

private 
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private Marriage, it would not ſtand 
good in Law. This would give your 
Enemy an Advantage that he would not 
fail of improving. You have my Con- 
ſent and your Father's, you are a Man of 
Honour, and that is ſufficient Security. 
What Neceſlity is there for making your 
Marriage public, if my Daughter, de- 
pending upon your Sincerity, looks upon 
you as her Huſband, and if I conſider 
you as my Son-in-law ? If ſatisfied with 
reſpect to your Character, and convinced 
of your Conſtancy, we look upon that 
Union as lawful which depends only 
on your Fidelity, why ſhould you refuſe 
to come into a Propoſal, which renders 
you ſuperior to the Attacks of For- 
tune, and will at the ſame Time, be of 
no ill Conſequence either to your Repu- 
tation or your Liberty? We are the 
only Perſons who have any Thing to 
fear, and yet you ſee that we are quite 
unmoved with any Apprehenſions. 


That is the very Thing, replied I with 
tome Earneſtneſs, that has given me fo 


much Uneaſineſs. How can I preſume 


to make an ill Uſe of the Confidence 


you have repoſed in me? How can F 
live with a Woman, whoſe Honour en- 


rirely depends upon the Fickleneſs of my 
p | Temper ? 


os Tur Mr, 
Temper ? Can ] ſuffer her, who is dear 
to me above every Thing elſe, to live 
in continual Anxiety? Ought ſhe not to 
look upon me already as the vile Betrayer 
of her Innocence? Alas! ought I not, 
inſtead of courting her to my Embraces, 
to avoid them with the utmoſt Afſiduity ? 
How can I ever hope to regain her 
Eſteem ? Enchanting Favours! The 
very Recollection of which ſeverely 
ſtings me! Too much Happineſs has 
been the Cauſe of moſt dreadful Misfor- 
tunes. | 85 
It is your Buſineſs (ſaid Mrs. Afieck 
to her Daughter) to give your Huſband 
what Encouragement you think proper. 
You will much more eaſily be able to 
calm his Mind. Perſuade him, or at 
leaſt try to do ſo, that we are not under 
the leaſt Apprehenſion of his breaking 
through thoſe Engagements, which it is 
impoſſible for you at preſent to enter into 
in ſo ſolemn a Manner as we could other- 
wiſe have wiſhed. | : 

- Miſs Afeck only waited for this Con- 
ſent of her Mother's, to do what ſhe be- 
fore ſo paſſionately deſired. She ſaid 
every Thing that ſhe could think of to 
baniſh my Fears, and encourage my 

Hopes. *Twas in vain that IT examined 


— 


her 
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her Eyes with the utmoſt Attention to 
ſee whether they ſhewed the leaſt Mark 
of Repentance for what ſhe had done, 
as I could not perceive the leaſt Trace of 


any ſuch Contrition, but on the con- 


trary, Joy, Confidence and Tenderr :{s, 
were apparently painted in their 1..oft 
lively Colours, on her Countenance. Her 
Security made me reſume mine, and ſer 
my Mind thoroughly at Eaſe, to which 
for ſome Time it had been an entire 
Stranger. 

We then propoſed going for a few 
Days to Mrs. Afleck's Country Houle, 
when I deſired her to invite Griffith to 


accompany us. If you think of any 


ſuch Thing, ſaid ſhe, pray do it your- 
ſelf, and take the Diſpoſal of this, as 
well as of every Thing elſe, into your 
own Hands. Since I am to pals for 
your Wife, pray let us act in public as 
if I was really ſo. We ſhall know very 
well how to behave when we are removed 
from the Eyes of the World. It is ab- 
ſolutely neceflary for the Safety of your 
Perſon and for our Quiet, that our Ser- 


vants ſhould think you are my Huſband. 


I then went in queſt of Griſſitb, and told 
him the Reaſons for which Mrs. Afect 
was to go under the Name of my Wite. 

Vor. U. F We 
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We all ſupped together, and while 
the Servants were waiting, kept a ſtrict 
Silence, but ſoon as they were gone, [ 
could not help informing the reſt of 
the Company, of the Precautions which 
JI had thought neceſſary for the Confir- 
mation of the Report of our Marriage, 
which they all approved of. I then, 
notwithſtanding it was fo late, had the 
Horſes put to my Chaiſe and went 
home. 

After having given my Father an 
Account of the leveral Particulars of 
which he had hitherto been ignorant, I 
perſuaded him to give me a Note under 
his own Hand by which he obliged him- 
ſelf to give me his Conſent to marry 
Miſs Affleck whenever I chole it: I even 
prevailed on him ſo far as to engage him 
to date it in ſuch a Manner, that it ap- 
peared to have been wrote ſix Days be- 
tore my meeting with Mr. Manſell, and 
conſequently preceded the Order of De- 
tainer he had taken out againſt Miſs 
Aﬀieck, and the Proſecution he had com- 
menced againſt me. 

My Father returned with me to Mrs. 
Afﬀeck's, where I introduced him to Miſs 
Afﬀeck, to whom he behaved extremely 


kind, called her his Daughter, and told 
her 


% 
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her how ſorry he was, that he could not 
own her in ſo public a Manner as he 
could wiſh. I then got Mrs. Afﬀleck 
to give me her Conſent, dated the ſame 
Day as my Father's was, to which 
I added a Note of my own, containing 
a Promiſe of Marriage. I did not for- 
get to inſert in this latter Paper, that the 
Promiſe was founded on Mrs. Afeck's 

Conſent, which her Daughter had con- 

trived to get in the Place of her Retire- 
ment, juſt before ſhe was taken away 
from thence. I made mention, likewiſe, 


of Mr. Manſell's Endeavours to hinder 


our Marriage, and the Proſecution he 
commenced againſt me. The Whole was 
concluded with a ſolemn Promiſe of mar- 
rying, as ſoon as the Impediments, which 
lay now in our Way, were removed. 

My Father, Mrs. Afeck and Miſs, 
whom I ſhall henceforward call my 
Wife, ſigned this Note, and beſides all 
this, my Father and Mrs. Mfleck wrote 
another Paper, in which they Acknow- 
ledged, that they had only connived at 
the Report of my Marriage with Mrs. 
ech, in order to induce Mr. Manj2!! 
to ſtop all further Proceedings again{t 
me. I encloſed all theſe Papers in a 
Cover, and ſealed them up, car ried them 
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to an Attorney, had them Regiſter'd, and 
took out a Certificate of their being ſo. 

We put off our Journey into the 
Country till the next Day, but that very 
Evening my Father ſent me Word, that 
Mr. Manſell had called upon him to let 
him know, that he had taken off the 
Execution, which had before been laid 
upon my Houſe and Rents, and had 
paid the Money that was due to me, 
into my Steward's Hands. 

This good News made me alter my In- 
tention; accordingly J invited the Ladies 
to accompany me to my Country Houſe, 
which they agreed to, and we ſet out 
immediately E that Purpoſe. Griffith 
and I rode on Horſeback thither. As 
we had ſent Seryants before us, we found 
every Thing prepared for our Arrival; 
J ſhewed the Ladies into the two beſt 

Apartments in the Houſe, and Gr:fith 
and myſelf lay in a Room juſt by them. 

Mrs. Affleck ſent me Word in the 
Morning, that ſhe ſhould be glad to ſee 
me as ſoon as I was up. As the Gar- 

dener 's Wife and Daughter were the only 
men Servants in the Houſe, you may 
imagine therefore that they were not the 
handieſt People in the World, fo that 
by the Earneſtneſs with which they de- 
livered 
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livered the Meſſage, I was afraid that 
the Ladies were out of Order, When I 
went to them I deſired to know what 
was the Reaſon they had ſent for me in 
ſuch a Hurry? Mrs. Affleck told me, that 
they wanted me to ſatisfy my Wite's 
Curioſity in a very important Particular. 
She had been taking a View of the Fur- 
niture of the Houle, and among other 


Things, had taken more immediate 


Notice of Mr. Powis and Mrs. Barton's 
Pictures, which laſt Perſon they told her 
was Mr. Powrs's Wife, but ſhe would 
not believe It, and this had raiſed a kind 
of Jealouſy in her, thinking, either that 
ſhe had, or perhaps did ſtill engage my 
Affections How far the was right in 
the firſt of theſe Conjectures, the Reader 
is already ſufficiently acquainted ; nor 
was this Jealouſy at all diminiſhed, but 
rather conſiderably heightened on her 
finding the Pictures of the two Miſs 
Powis's, This, ſaid Mrs. Afeck, has 
given my Daughter a great deal of Un- 


eaſineſs. What, ſaid I, my dear Angel, 


could not all that Beauty inſpire you 
with ſufficient Confidence ? However, * 
am in hopes that Time will convince 
you of the Influence that they ever had, 
and do ſtill continue to have over me. 

F 3 And 
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And yet, notwithſtanding all this, if 
you ſhould ſtill entertain any Doubts of 
theSincerity of my Affection, conſider 
at leaſt, that had either of thoſe Pictures 
which ſeem to be the Occafion of your 
preſent Uneaſineſs, given me a more 
than ordinary concern, it would by no 
Means have been a difficult Matter for 
me to have Concealed them from you. 
I can really ſay nothing in Behalf of 
this fooliſh Jealouſy, replied ſhe, no 
otherwiſe than as it is an undoubted 
Proof of my Regard, but I hope, it 
has not given you any Reaſon to be 
offended, ſince in all Probability, trom 
the natural Bent of my Diſpoſition, I 
ſhall be ſubject to frequent Flights 
of this Kind. You have too much 
Power, anſwered I, over every Thing that 
is mine, for me to refuſe giving up 
any Point you may think it worth your 
while to inſiſt on; yet I am ſufficiently 
acquainted with your Generoſity to doubt 
your permiting me to retain what may 
ſerve to put me in Mind of two Per- 
ſons, to whom I lie under conſiderable 
Obligations. I may, perhaps, ſome 
time or other entertain you with an 
Account of the Favours I am indebted 
to them for. Can you doubt my giving 

Fea; you 
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you Leave then? ſaid Miſs Afleck.: I 
beg Leave, however, to take ſome ſhare 
of the Gratitude to myſelf, ſince it is to 
them in a great Meaſure, I owe the En- 
joyment of my preſent Happineſs. Pray, 
ſaid ſhe, was it Miſs Powtis that ſaved 
your Life? Juſt at this inſtant Re came 
in, which prevented my antwering this 
ueſtion. However, after having break- 
faſted, I told them Miſs Pow:is and Mrs. 
Harton's Stories, when they admired the 
one, and ſincerely lamented the other. 


We then took a more exact View of tho 


Houſe than we had hitherto done; and 
found a great many Things, which till 
then J had overlooked, and it was then 
I firſt knew, that what Mr. Potis had 
bequeathed to me, was in all worth 
above fourteen thouſand Pounds : I 
knew very well the Painter who had 
drawn Mrs. Barton's Picture and mine, 
and his Manner of executing thoſe two 
Pieces, convinced me of his extraordi- 
nary Skill in his Profeſſion; 1 wrote, 
therefore, to him, and deſired the Fa- 
vour of his Company at my Houſe for 
a tew Days. He came accordingly, and 
being told that I ſhould be glad of my 
Wite's Picture, he privately ſet about it 
immediately, and finiſhed it, in about 
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eight Days. In the mean Time I had 
order'd a Gold Caſe to be made, in which 
I put Miſs Porvis's Picture, and my 
Wite's was placed in that which was ſet 
with Diamonds: This was no ſooner done, 
than one 3 according to private 


Agreement, Ruſſel ſaid in a facetious 


Tone, that notwithſtanding Mrs. $—'s 
Vigilance, there was ſtill a Picture, that 


ſhe had overlooked in her Search. Upon 


this I pretended to be angry with my 
Friend for his Imprudence in mention- 
ing it. My Wife deſired earneſtly that 
ſhe might ſee it, I withſtood her Entrea- 
ties for ſome Time, which ſerved as an 
additional Whet to her Curioſity, nor 


did ] at laſt grant it till I had firſt made 


her Promiſe not to aſk me any Queſti- 
ons about it. A Woman in ſuch a Situ- 
ation ſticks at promiſing nothing, tho' 
ſhe never intends to fulfil a Syllable of 
what ſhe has been ſaying. I at length 
put it into her Hands; ſhe was fo {ur- 
prized at its being her own Picture, that 
the immediately ran to a Glaſs, in order 
to compare it with the Original, and 
being immediately convinced of the exact 
Reſemblance it bore to her, that ſhe 
came to me in an Extaſy, and faid, [ 
ſhall never forget this Proof of your 

E Affection, 
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Affection, and will endeavour, as far as 
Jam able, to give you continual Marks 
of my Gratitude. 

We ſpent about a Fortnight in re- 
ceiving and returning Viſits. Nuſſel al- 
ways eſcorted Mrs. Mick, in order to 
give me frequent Opportunities of being 
alone with her Daughter. He uſed to 
ſay, that it was ſo very unfaſhionable to 
ſee a Huſband and Wife together, that 
the World would look upon my induſtri- 
ouſly avoiding to be alone, with the 
Mother, as a certain Proof of my be- 
ing married to her. | 

When we returned to London, Mrs. Af 
feck went and lodged with her Daughter. 
intended to have changed my Lodg- 
ings, but deferred it, as the Time of 
my Departure on my Buſineſs drew nigh, 
] went and returned Thanks to my three 
Friends who had conducted me to my 
Country Houſe, and made them ſome 
triffling Acknowledgments tor their 
Care and Aſſiduity. I then went to 
Mr. M——s, and acquainted him with 
every Thing that had happened ſince my 
Interview with Mrs. Auk at Mrs. Si- 
monds'ss He ſaid, he was extremely 
lorry for what had happened, and alured 
me, that while [ was abfert, he would 
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make what Intereſt he could with the 
Prime Miniſter, who was my Patron, with- 
out informing him, however, that I had 
a principal Share in the Affair brought 
before him. In the mean Time I received 
a Letter from the Miniſter, which di- 
rected me to come to him on a certain 
Day for my Inſtructions, concerning the 
Buſineſs I was going upon. 

My Wife grew daily more and more 
melancholy as my Departure grew nearer, 
inſomuch that J reſolved to ſee her as 
frequently as poſſible, in order to relicve 
her from her Anxiety. Upon which |] 
ſent my Servant into the chief J'own of 
the County I was going into, to hire me 
4 Houſe ready furniſhed, I intended to 
{tay ſome Time in this Place, which was 
the more convenient, as it ſtood in the 


Center of my Department, and there- 


fore 1 could eafily return thither from 
the ſeveral Villages which lay within a 
little Diſtance of it. He exccuted his 
Commiſtion ſo well, that a few Days 
before my Departure, I received a Let- 
ter from him, in which he informed me, 
that he had hired a Houle according to 
my Directions, which would be ready, it 
I pleaſed, for my immediate Reception. 
When 
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When I went to wait on the Miniſter, 
I defired Leave for a few Days longer 
Abſence, which I made Uſe of to con- 
vey my Mother and Wite, to the Houſe 
which I had hired. Lord M. lent 
me his Equipage, and accordingly we 
ſet out, the next Morning. The Houſe 
was large, commodious, and very neat- 
ly furniſhed. I ſtaid there two Days, 
and then ſet out on my intended Expe- 
dition: My Servant returned to Landon 
in the Coach, and left the Ladies in 
their new Habitation. 

My Poſt procured me eaſy Admittance 
to the beſt Families in the Place, who 
in my Abſence, ſhewed a great deal of 
Civility to my Wife, and ſtrove to di- 
vert her as much as they could. I ufvd 
frequently to come and take my Share 
of their Amuſements, being ſeldom ab- 
ſent above five Days at a Lime. 

During my Ablence, I heard that Mr. 
Manſell had taken the Advantage of my 
being unable to put in any Aniwer to 
what he ſhould think proper to urge 
in his own Behalf, and upon the Report 
that I was married to his Brother's Wi— 
dow, had obtained a Decree chat Mits 
Aﬀieck ſhould never marry without 
the Conſent of certain Guardians and 

Truſtecs, 
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Truſtees, among whom was Mr. Ma. 
ſell himſelf, upon the Penalty, that what- 


ever Marriage ſhe ſhould enter into 


without ſuch Conſent being previouſly 
obtained, it ſhould be void. This News 
did not at all ſurprize me as it was a - 
Proof, that Mr. Manſell gave no Credit 
to the Report of my being married to 
his Siſter-in- law. I informed my Mo- 
ther of theſe ſeveral Particulars, and we 


both agreed that it was moſt adviſeable 


to ſay nothing of it to my Wife. 
After I had finiſhed the Buſineſs 


which J was ſent to diſpatch, I went to 


the Miniſter and gave him an Account 
of my Tranſactions. He ſeemed a good 
deal ſurprized at the Alterations which 
I had made for the better, which he 
owned were a good deal beyond his Ex- 
pectations, and aſſured me, that he would 
not be unmindful of the Services I had 
cone, when a proper Opportunity offered. 
Nor was he worſe than his Word, ſince 
in a tew Days after, I received a Letter 
from him, in which he informed me 
that he had given me another Place, 
tenable with what I now had, the Income 
of which was conſiderable, and the 
Trouble very triffling: I immediately 
took Poſt-Horſes in order to go and 

thank 
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thank him for this Inſtance of his Kind- 
neſs. Have you met with any Difficulty 
in the taking Poſſeſhon of your Em- 
ployment ? ſaid the Miniſter, as ſoon as 
he ſaw me. No Sir, ſaid I, it is Grati- 
tude that has brought me hither. Go, 
ſaid he, interrupting me, and do your 
Duty with the ſame Exactneſs and Fide- 
lity that you have hitherto done, thoſe 
are the only Thanks I want, and which 
hope of receiving from you: I made 
noReply, but went immediately and took 
Poſſeſſion. 

Lord M I found was gone into- 
the Country, and I immediately went 
thither under Pretence of informing him 
of the Place which had lately been given 
me, but in Reality to know whether Mr. 
M—— had ſucceeded in the Application 
which he had promiſed me to make : I 
am extremely ſorry, my dear Friend (ſaid 
he to me on my Arrival) that I have 
not met with the Succeſs which I was in 
Hopes I ſhould: I have ſeen the Miniſter, 
and gave him an Account of the whole 
Affair without mentioning any Names, 
aſſuring him, at the ſame Time, that I 
was much intereſted in the Welfare of 
one of the Parties. He ſeemed moved 
with what I had ſaid, and told me that 

| it 
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it gave him a good deal of Concern that 
he could not ſerve me in this Affair. No- 
thing, however, ſhall prevent my Endea- 
vours, added he, tho* ] muſt own fairly 
to you, that I deſpair of ſucceeding, and 
as this is the Caſe you cannot reaſonably 
expect that I ſhould undertake it. I con- 
cluded from thence, continued Lord M—, 
that the Miniſter was not diſpoſed to act 
in your Favour, ſince it was by his Means 
that the Decree, which is the Subject of 
your Complaint, was obtained. I would 
adviſe you to have Patience, till you fee 
whether Things may not take a better 
Turn in Time. He then gave me to 
underſtand, that altho' this had croſſed. 
the Deſigns which Lady M had of 
providing for her God-daughter, yet ſhe 
ſtill continued her Friend as much as, 
ever, and would endeavour to make her 
as happy as ſhe could. However, as 
Things are at preſent, continued his 


Lordſhip, ſhe cannot be of any Service 


either to your Mother or you, without 
betraying the Secret you have entruſted 
her with. My Lawyer in a few Days 
will give you the Writings which will 
entitle you to a Houſe, which I doubt 
not will be very convenient to you in 
your preſent Situation. Beſides you u. 
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lett it, if you do not chooſe to live in 
it yo! urſelf. 

Scarce was I —— to London, when 
Lord NV. 's J avryer came to me, and 
gave me up oe V\ ricngs which entitled 
me to the Poſſeſſion ot a large handſome 
Houſe. I had been ſo frequently an 
Eye Witneſs of the extreme Averſion 
which Lord N. and his Son had to 
the receiving any Compliments, that I 
did not ſay a Syllable by Way of re- 
turning them Thanks for the Favour 
they had juſt conferred upon me. I 
therefore reſolved that it ſhould be done 
in a different Manner. This Houſe was 
intended as a Preſent to my Wife, ac- 
cordingly I carried her to Lord M 
that ſhe might pay him her reſpects in 
Perſon. He ſeemed charmed with her 
Air and Manner, and aſſured her of the 
Continuance of his Friendſhip and Et- 
teem. We ſtaid there ſome Days, dur- 
ing which Time, they ſhewed her as 
much Reſpect as ſhe could reaſonably 
have expected if our Marriage had been 
made public. I now thought that 1 
ought to appear in a Manner ſuitable to 
my Rank and Fortune: Accordingly, I 
determined to remove myſelf and Famil 
into my new Houſe, and live there. 

I 
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I beſpoke a Couple of Chariots, and 
hired a proportionable number of Ser- 
vants; I laid out the Rooms in ſuch a 
Manner, that Mrs. Aﬀleck's, my Wife's 
and my own Apartment _—_ together; 
ſo that it appeared as if each of us lay 
in our own Rooms, for I took Care ne- 
ver to go into my Wife's Chamber till 
all the Servants were gone to Bed, By 
this Means we kept our Marriage as 
much a Secret as it could poſſibly be. 
I knew very well, however we might 
flatter ourſelves it remained concealed, 
that Mr. Manſell had a ſtrong Suſpicion, 
if not an abſolute Aſſurance that we 
were married, yet I was in Hopes that 
the Countenance given me both by Lord 
N. and the Miniſter, would be ſuf— 
ficient to induce him to treat me more 
mildly. I knew very well that he was 


far from being rich, being only a 


younger Brother, and that having mar- 
ried merely for Love, his Wite's Youth 
and Beauty was her only Portion. Hence 
I concluded that a genteel Preſent, art- 
fully managed, might engage him to 
retract his Proceedings, and to think 
better of me for the Time to come. 
One Day, therefore, when Mrs. Man/e!! 
was at our Houſe, I told her before my 

os Mother, 
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Mother, that the Sight of ſome of Mr. 
Aﬀeck's Goods ſeemed ſtill to reproach me 
with a Crime, of which he himſelf, before 
his Death, had declared me innocent. 
And thar, therefore, I begged they might 
be reſtored to the right Owner. As ſoon 
as I was gone out, my Mother deſired 
Mrs. Manſell would ſend for them, and 
give them to her Son, to whom they be- 
longed. Young Manſell was very thank- 
ful for this, and extremely deſirous of 
ſhewing us ſome Marks of his Gratitude. 
You are not at all obliged to me, ſaid I 
to him, your Thanks are due to your 
Aunt and Couſin : I do not, ſaid he, 
entertain the leaſt Doubt of their good 
Will towards me, but it is to you that 
I am principally indebted for this Fa- 
vour. My Mother has told me the 
whole Affair, and tho' my Father will 
not own it, he thinks ſo, as well as me. 
He was in the right; for I was ſo far 
from gaining my End, that at this very 
Time his Father was ſo enraged againſt 
me, that he was ſo brutiſh as to tell his 
| Neice, I was extremely fortunate in 
having eſcaped the Treatment which 
they inteded to have given me, and that 
he ſhould take a great deal of Pleaſure in 

| revenging 


114 TRUE MERI V, 


revenging his Brother's Death, by em. 
brewing his Hands in my Blood. This 
did not at all ſurprize me, much leſs did 
it give me the leaſt Uneaſineſs. Any 
one who knew the whole Affair, could 
not but approve of my Conduct. I was 
anxious, indeed, about what might be 
the Conſequence of this for the I ime to 
come, and upon Examination, found 
myſelf to be in Poſſeſſion of the utmoſt 
that I could expect; and yet, as an 
Allay to this Happinels, I was ſurrounded 
with a Number of Difficulties from which 
] was utterly at a Loſs how to extricate 
myſelf. In ſhort, when I reflected on the 
Situation of Life in which I then was, 
I was ſurprized at the ſudden Progreſs 
I had made: At the Age of two and 
twenty, I ſaw myſelf in Poſſeſſion of 
two very comfortable Places, eſteemed 
by my Superiors, careſſed by my Pa- 
trons, eagerly ſought for by my Equals, 
and rather loved than feared by my In- 
feriors. And yet, in the Acquiſition of 
all this, I had made uſe of none of 
thoſe mean Methods which are, but too 
often, made the Steps to Preferment; 
nay, on the contrary, I had great Rea- 
ſon, upon a Review of my Behaviour, 


to conclude, that I had all along acted 
as 
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as became a Gentleman of the moſt nice 
Honour: But, on the other Hand, what 
a lamentable Proſpect was it for me to 


ſee Miſs Mfieck, (who was in Reality my 


Wife) deprived of the Rank, of which 
ſhe was every way ſo deſerving, and I 
not to have in my Power to give her that 
Name which both Love and Dutyequally 
entitled her to? I dwelt ſo frequently 
upon theſe mortifying Conſiderations, 
that in time I looked upon that as an ad- 
ditional Grief, which ought naturally to 
have been conſidered as the higheſt De- 
gree of Happineſs. 

Mrs. Afieck about this Time informed 


me that her Daughter was with Child; 


I replied, that the fear of not being able 
to give the Infant the Reſpect which 
was its due, was a conſiderable Allay to 
the Pleaſure I received in the Informa- 
tion. Accordingly we agreed, that as ſoon 
as ſhe grew too big to conceal it any 
longer, ſhe ſhould pretend to be exceed- 
ing ill, and ſhould ſee no Body from 
that Time to the Hour of her Delivery, 
In order to carry on the Deceit the bet- 
ter, Mrs. Aﬀileck was to pretend that ſhe 
was going to lay-in, in order that the 


Preparations which were in Reality mak-_ 


ing for the Daughter, might ſeem to be 
made 


LY 
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made for her, and that ſhe might paſs 


for the Mother of the Child. As this 
Offer of hers abated my Apprehenſions 

conſiderably, I was extremely pleaſed at 
this Inſtance of her Complacency, and 
. we went immediately, and acquainted my 


Wife with the Reſolutions we had taken. 


As I ſtill kept my main Deſign in 
View, I reſolved to take the Opportu- 
nity of the good Opinion which my 
Patron now entertained of me, to in- 


duce him to bring Mr. Manſell to hear 


Reaſon. With this View, I deſired 
Mrs. Affleck to aſk her Nephew whether 
he would be willing to accept of an 
Employment which was then vacant, 
and the Diſpoſal of which was in my 
Gift ? And ſhe told him of it without 
acquainting him that the Propoſal had 
come at firſt from me. 

Young Manſell was about four or five 
and twenty, full of Life, and not in 
the leaſt wanting of Underſtanding. He 
was as mild as his Father was remark- 
ably the contrary, He aſſured his Aunt, 
that if the Scheme could take Effect, he 
ſhould deſire nothing farther. She 
brought him to me immediately, and [ 
gave him the Employment, the very 


firſt Word ſhe ſpoke. He ſeemed highly 
4 pleaſed 
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pleaſed with my Generoſity, and accord- 
ingly returned me Thanks in the moſt. 
hearty, and unfeigned Manner : Soon 
after this, Mrs. Afleck received the Com- 
pliments of her Acquaintance on her. 
being with Child ; and ſhe took care to 
feign the ſeveral Diſorders which are in- 
cident to Women in that Situation. My 
Wife kept her Room according to Agree- 
ment, when all the Servant's were forbid 
going to her; a Nurſe, who was let into 
the Secret, was the only Perſon permit- 
| ted to come near her. Mrs. Afleck took 
all imaginable Care of her; and I was 
with her as often as the neceſſary Avo- 
cations of Buſineſs and Company would 
give me leave. At laſt the Hour of 
her being brought to-bed came ; I knew 
a very ſkilful Man-midwife, and accord- 
ingly beſpoke his Attendance on that 
Occaſion. As ſoon as her Pains began 
to come upon her, the Servants were all 
| ſent out of the Way. Mrs. Aﬀeck never 
ſtirred from the Bed-ſide, who, with the 
Man-midwife and myſelf, were the only 
Perſons that ever ſaw her. | 

At length my Wife was brought to- 
bed of a Boy, when all poſſible Precau- 
tions were taken to prevent this Affair 


from being known. The true r | 
o 
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of the Child did not appear till above x 
Month after Mrs. Afleck, whoſe Lying. in 
had, I thought, given her an additional 
Beauty. My Affection ſeemed, if poſſible, 
to be increaſed : In ſhort nothing was 
wanting to compleat my Satisfaction, but 
the being able to place my Wife in that 
Situation which ſhe had an undoubted 
Right to. | 

Thus we lived ſix Years in the moſt 
perfect Harmony. The Winter we 
uſually ſpent in London, and in the Spring 
I was generally buſied in diſcharging the 
Duties of my Employments, at which 
Seaſon we lived in that Town where I had 
hired the ready-furniſhed Houſe. From 
thence, in the Summer, we returned 
to London, and went to my Country Seat, 
that Mr. Pow:s had left me, where we 
ſtaid till the Begining of Autumn, at 
which Time we removed to the little 
Box. given me by Mr. Hargrave, as being 
very convenient, by Reaſon of its caly 
Diſtance from Town, and here we uſed 
commonly to ſtay as long as the Wez- 
ther would permit us. 

I uſed frequently to go to Court, and 
ſtill continued in Favour with my Pa- 
tron, which he convinced me of by grant- 
ing me a yearly Penſion independent of 
my other Employments, and for —_ 
chere 
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there was no Duty required to be done. 
Lord M. uſed frequently to come 
and pay me a Viſit, nay, ſometimes, 
would do me the Honour to ſpend a 
Week or two with me. Mr. M. 
being going to be married to a very rich 
Heireſs, we were invited to the Wed- 
ding at Lord M——'s, which was about 
ten Miles from London. We then re- 
turned all together, and the whole Fa- 
mily ſtaid ſome Time at my Houſe in 
the Country. In ſhort, nothing ſeemed 
wanting to make me thoroughly happy, 
and yet I was very far from enjoying 
that Calmneſs and Compoſure which | 
affected to put on. 

In this long Interval nothing hap- 
pened worth Obſervation, yet there were 
two Adventures which turned out in the 
end to my Satisfaction. 

In one of my Journies, while out 
upon Buſineſs, I arrived one Evenin 
very late at the Town where I had hired 
a Houſe. I went and paid my Reſpects 
to the Mayor of the Town, who was 
then in Town, and with whom I had 
lome Buſineſs to tranſact. While we 
were talking very earneſtly upon an At- 
fair of Conſequence, a Servant came 
and told him, that Mr. Allen was taken 
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according to his Orders: I was ſtruck 
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at the hearing this Name, and deſired 
the Mayor, if it was no Secret, to in- 
form me who this Allen was? And upon 
what Account, he was now taken up? 
He is Brother to a Counſellor in Lon. 
don, ſaid he, whom you have undoubt- 
edly heard of, as he is a Man of exten- 
five Practice, and great Reputation in 
his Profeſſion. This Man does not 
want for Abilities by any Means; he had 
a very good Place ſome Time ago, in 


which he might have done extremely 


well if he had pleaſed, but he is paſſio- 
nately fond of Gaming. Some time 
ago, he played fo deeply, that not nav. 
ing ſufficient Money of his own to jatisfy 
the Demands that were made upon him, 
he took two thouſand Pounds belong- 
ing to the Revenue, which he had at 


that Time in his Hands, to pay his 


Debts. Such a Thing as this could not 
ibly lie long concealed. I was in- 


formed of his Loſs, and, knowing that 
he had already loſt his Eſtate by Play, 
ſuſpected what, upon Examination, ap- 


pears to be but too true. I wrote to 
him to , come to me, deſigning that he 
ſhould ſtay at my Houſe till I had ac- 


quainted his Brother with the * 
| who 
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who is a Gentleman, and a Man of ſome 


Note, not doubting but he would endea- 


your to extricate him out of this Difi- 
culty. But inſtead of coming to me, 
as I deſired, he ſet out for London. I 
had before given Orders to ſtop him on 
the Road in caſe he ſhould attempt to 
make his Eſcape, which I find have been 


complied with, and he is to be brought 


hefore me in about an Hour's Time. I 
wiſh that this had not happened, upon 
his Brother's Account, rather than his 


own. His Flight, however, has rendered 
my good Intentions towards him in- 


effectual. 
Is there no Way left, Sir, ſaid I, by 


which we might make up this unhappy 


Affair? I can fee no other, replied he, 
but the laying down the Money imme- 
diately, But why do you aſk this Queſ- 
tion ? Are you concerned upon his Ac- 
count? I am ſo far concerned, ſaid I, 
that if I had the Money at hand, I would 
depoſit it this Inſtant, and if you will 
accept of me as his Bail, I will engage 


to pay down the Money in eight Days 


Time at fartheſt. 
The Mayor without making me any 
Anſwer, wrote a Note, in which he or- 


dered Alen to be ſet at Liberty, informing 


Val. N. 3 him, 


— 
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him, that he was diſcharged from the 
Debt, and telling him, that he deſired 
to ſee him immediately. I do not doubt 
but you will ſee him very ſoon, added 
he, and the Surprize that this Meeting 
will Occaſion, will give me a great deal 
of Pleaſure, for there are undoubtedly 
very ſtrong Connexions between you, 
I never ſaw him in my Life, Sir, ſaid l, 
but independently of that Compaſſion 
which induces me to engage in this Af. 
fair, I owe a great Part of my Fortune 
to the Honour and Integrity of his Bro 
ther, and have hitherto, in vain, ſought 
for an Opportunity of returning the 
Obligations which he has conferred upon 
me: I therefore readily embraced the 


preſent one : I have one Favour, con- 


tinued I, to beg of you, Sir, namely, that 
you would never mention my having 
concerned myſelf in the Affair, cither 
to Mr. Allen's Brother, or to any other 


| Perſon whatſoever. For I prefer the 


ſecret Satisfaction reſulting from my 
Behaviour in this Inſtance, to all that 
Profuſion of Compliment, which is cal- 
culated only to the puffing us up with 
Self. love, but can never bring any ſincere 
Delight to the rational and thinking 
Part of Mankind. 

Before 
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| Before I left the Mayor, I thought it 
proper to give him a Note of my Hand 
for the Money, ſpecifying allo the Time 
intended for the Payment of it. What 
are you doing, Sir? ſaid he; your Note 
may be of Service to thoſe who are 
Strangers to your Perfon and Character, 
but as for me, who know both ſo well, 
I deſire no other Security than your 
Honour. I thanked him for his Com- 
pliment, and took my Leave immedi- 
ately, for fear of being ſeen by Mr. 
Allen. 13 
After having ſpent the whole Morn- 
ing in paying Viſits, I went out to Din- 
ner, and did not return Home till it was 
very late. I was then told, that a Per- 
lon very well dreſſed, had been waiting 
tor me ever ſince the Morning. He had 
been all the while in Company wich the 
Ladies, telling them that he had ſome- 
thing very particular to ſay to me. We 
went into my Study together, whither 
we were ſcarcely got, before he embraced 
me in an Extaſy, and called me his dear 
Deliverer. I thought immediately that 
this was young Mr. Allen, wherefore I 
laid very coldly to him, that he was 
certainly miſtaken, and that I did not 
deſerve the Title he had been giving 
| 8 2 me: 
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me. I fee very well, ſaid he, that I am 
obliged to come to an Explanation. My 
Name Sir, is Allen. I am Brother to a 
Man who has the Honour of being a 
Friend of yours. I have frequently 
heard him ſpeak very highly of you, but 
L little thought that I ſhould ever expe- 
rience how much too little he has ſaid in 
your Commendation. The Mayor did 
not betray the Secret that you entruſted 
him with; it was his Servant informed 
me, that you was the only Perſon with 
him, when they brought him Word that 
I was taken up, and that he had ſeen no 
Body elfe from that Time till the Hour 
in which he ordered me to be ſet at Li- 
berty. Need I then give you a ſtronger 
Proof of your being the Perſon ? But 


here is ſtill an additional one; fee, here 


is your own Hand-writing. At the 


ſame Time he gave me the Note of 
Hand which he had taken from off the 


Mayor's Bureau, and which his Servant 
had aſſured him to be my writing. I 
was ſorry. that I had been ſo carelcis as 
to leave this Paper behind me, and, 
in order to hinder Mr. Allen from laying 
any more, I pretended that I had a great 
deal of Buſineſs on my Hands, and in- 
ſtantly led him to the Ladies Apa:t- 


mend. 
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ments. As ſoon as I found them en- 
gaged in a Converſation, I ſlipped out, 
and did not return till Supper, when T 
plainly perceived he had diſcovered that 
my Buſineſs was all a Pretence. 
He owned to me that his ſole Depen- 
dance was on the Kindneſs and the Re- 
utation of his Brother, who, he ſaid, 
had great Reaſon to be offended at him, 
ſince he had made fo ill a Uſe of his 
Friendſhip. However, he hoped and 
determined to behave better for the tu- 
ture. I ſhould with, ſaid he, to have a 
Placein which no Money was to pats thro? 
my Hands. I told him, that whenever 
any Opportunity offered I would do him 
all the Service that lay in my Power, 
tho' I did not think I ſhould fo ſoon be 
able to provide for him, as the Event will 
ſhew I did. The very next Week, Mr. 
Life, who was a Deputy of mine, and 
a Man of great Merit, died. His Death 
gave me a great deal of Concern, not 
only on Account of the great Uſe he 
was of to me, but alſo, becauſe of the 
Intimacy in which we had always lived 
together, I gave Mr. Allen his Place, 
and paid the two thouſand Pounds within 
the Time allotted, upon which his Ac- 
counts were made up and paſſed. I knew 
— M9 that 
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'that he had no Money, wherefore, | 
deſired him to ſtay in my Houſe during 
my Abſence, and gave him two hundred 
Pounds to begin with : He gave over 
playing, being thoroughly cured of it 
by Experience. He afterwards engaged 
the Affections of Life's Widow, and was 
married to her the following Year. He 
managed his Affairs in ſuch a Manner, 
that ever ſince that Time, they have been 
continually growing better and better. 

I had made Allen give me his Word 
that he would not mention to his Bro. 
ther a Syllable of what I had done for 
him, and am perſuaded that he kept it, 
His Brother indeed knew it, tho' by 
what Means I do not know, but about 
two Years afterwards he, as I imagined, 
took the Opportunity one Day of my 
being out of the Way, to convey, by 
unknown Hands, a Cheſt without any 
Direction, in which was placed two thou- 
ſand Pounds. I went and paid Allen a 
_ Viſit on the Occaſion, and he wrote to 
his Brother in London about it, and at- 
terwards waited upon him to thank him, 
but he conſtantly denied to both of us, 
that he had any hand in the Affair. 

This Remittance was juſt received, 


when another Adventure, which I pro- 
| mited 
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miſed to relate, befell me. One Even- 
ing J was returning from Lord M—'s, 
where I had fupped, and going thro” a 
narrow Street in my Way home, I ſaw a 
grear Croud gathered about a Hackney 
Coach, into which they were thruſting a 
Man, whom (as 1t appeared to me) they 
were conveying to Jail. 'T'wo Coaches 
could not poſſibly go abreſt, ſo that one 
of the two mult neceſſarily go back : My 
Coachman preſſing to go forwards, {ome 
Soldiers came up, and ſtruck him. I 
aſked what was the Reaſon of their uſing, 
ſuch Violence? As I was aſking this 
ueſtion, I looked into the Coach, and 
by the Light of the Flambeaux being 
able to ſee the Man's Face, thought 4 
recollected him: I got out in order to 
take a more diſtinct View of him, and 
found that I was not miſtaken in my 
Conjecture. It was Mr. Hargrave's Ne- 
phew, who had been in Love with Miſs 
Pawis formerly, and who had given me 
up that Eſtate of four hundred a Year, 
heretofore mentioned. What is the 
Matter Sir? ſaid I; pray tell me. Oh 
Sir, is it you? replied he; I could not 
poilibly have met with you at a more 
ſeaſonable Time. We are at the Juſtice's 
Door, before whom I have been carried, 
G 4 and 
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and who has juſt now ordered me to 
Prifon. 

He then deſired they would give him 
Leave to go in again, in order to ſpeak 
with him, which being agreed to, ve 
went in together. He there informed 
me, that he was juſt come out of a Houſe 
where he uſed to play ſometimes, and 
as he intended ſtaying there ſome Time, 
he had ſent away his Coach, and ordered 
it to come again for him at two in the 
Morning : But a little before Supper, 
one“ of the Gameſters, who was out of 
Humour, picked a Quarrel with the 
Man who had won moſt conſiderably. 
However, every body concluded we 
ſhould hear no more of it at Supper; 
but on the contrary, he fluſtered himſelf 
with Wine, renewed the Quarrel, and pro- 
ceeded even to downright Abuſe. The 
reſt of the Company, inſtead of en- 
deavouring to appeaſe them, took difle- 
rent Sides. I was the only Perſon that 
did not intermeddle. I endeavoured in 


vain to engage them to compromile the 


Affair, but ſeeing at length, that what 
I ſaid produced no manner of Effect, 1 
prudently retired. I then went and drank 

a Diſh of Coffee in another Room, and 


in a few Minutes, returned back again. 
| While 
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While I was coming in, a Man whom I 
new nothing of, and whom Iheard walk - 
ing very faſt behind me, came up to me, 
and clapping his Hand upon my Sword, 
carried it off, and ran away as faſt as 
ne could. I followed him immediately, 
and cried out ſtop Thief. As ſoon as I 
had almoſt caught him, he threw ſome- 
thing between my Legs. On ſtooping 


to ſee what it was, I found it to be a 


Sword, which I put in my Scabbard, 
not doubting but it was my own. Juſt 
as I had got to the End of the Street, I 
was ſtopped by ſome Officers, who 
brought me before the Juſtice, They 
had juſt found a Man expiring, they ſaid, 
having a Sword laying by him, which. 
was none of his own; and the Sword 
that I had picked up, was diſcovered to 
belong to him. He was not quite dead 
when they came up to him, and. had 


juſt Strength enough left to inform them 


that a Man, after having robbed him, 
had ran him thro' the Body. The Man. 
anſwered. the Deſcription of the Perſon 
who had been inſulted all the Evening 
by the other; whom I alſo knew to be 
the Man who had loſt ſo much Money,, 
and who had been fo troubleſome all the 
while; and I believe, added he, that the 

| 63 Robbery 
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Robbery complained of is nothing more 
than what he has loſt by Gaming. This 
is a true Account of the whole Affair, 
but they will not believe that J have told 
them my right Name. 

I told the Juſtice that he really had 
not impoſed upon them. But who is 
there beſides, ſaid the Juſtice, that will 
avouch the Truth of this, as well as 
yourſelf ? And pray Sir, ſaid he (turning 
to me) who are you? How can I be 
ſure that you are not one of his Accom- 
plices? Itold him, that, in order to clear 

myſelf from the leaſt Suſpicion of my 
being ſuch a kind of Perſon as he took 
me for, I could bring Lord M—— and 
Mr. Allen, Perſons of undoubted Reputa- 
tion that lived in his Neighbourhood to 
anſwer for me. While I was ſaying 
this, one of the Conſtables came 1n, and 
whiſpered ſomething in the Juſtice's Ear. 
I was then going to acquaint him with 
my Name, my Abode, and Rank in 
Life, but he interrupted me, and ſaid in 
a milder Tone, I know the Perſons you 
haye mentioned very well, but there 1s 
no need of troubling them about the 
Matter. Here is one who knows you, 
and who confirms the Truth of what 


you have been ſaying. I truſt to your 
Honour 
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Honour in the Affair entirely; therefore, 
Ideſire you will tell me whether this Gen- 
tleman's Name 1s really Hargrave or no? 
I do aſſure you Sir, ſaid I, that I have 
had the Honour of knowing him for 
ſome Time paſt, and have always known 
him by the Name of Hargrave, and by 
no other. Your Teſtimony is ſufficient, 
Sir, ſaid the Juſtice ; the Gentleman is 
at Liberty to go whenever he pleaſes. 

I was willing to know how this Con- 
ſtable came to be acquainted with me, 
and accordingly I aſked him. He told 
me that he lived very near me, and that. 
he had had the Honour of ſerving my 


Houſe with Beer for many Years. I 


could not help being ſurprized a good 
deal at the Oddneſs of this Incident, that 
I ſhould owe my Credit with the Juſtice, 
and Mr. Hargrave his Liberty, to the 
Protection of a Small-beer Brewer. 

I carried Mr. Hargrave Flome, where 
we found all his Friends very much 
alarmed upon his Account. The next 
Morning I ſent for the Brewer, and gave 
him ſome Money as a Recompence tur 
the Uſe he had been of to us the Day 
before. ©, 

My Family by this Time had received 
an additional Increale of two Children; 


and 
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and I was in Hopes of being able by 
Degrees to bring old Manſell to hear 
Reaſon. His Son,, whom I had gra- 
dually been advancing, ſeemed to be a 
likely Means to bring about a Recon- 
ciliation between us. This young Man 
was now fo intimate with my Family, 
that he ſpent all the Time he could poſ- 
fibly ſpare from his Buſineſs, at my 
Houſe. We thought at firſt that Gra- 
titude was his only Inducement, but we 
foon diſcovered that there was ſome other 
Motive beſides that for his frequent com- 


ing. My Siſter was almoſt always in 


Company with my Wife, as they had 
taken anuncommon Liking to each other, 
The Friendſhip that young Manſell bore 
for his Couſin, gave him many Oppor- 
tunities of being with Miſs & , and 
in Time he fell in Love with her. The 
imtimate Footing on which he was with 
me, gave him undoubtedly Room to 
hope that his Paſſion would meet at leaſt 
with no Obſtruction. However, he con- 
cealed it very carefully, yet not ſo as to 

revent our perceiving it. I thought ailo 
that I had diicovered he was by no Means 
indifferent to my Sifter. I therefore 
propoſed to compleat their Happineſs, 


and my own at once. All that was 
| wanting, 
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wanting, was to engage old Manſell hear- 
thy in forwarding the Match. From 
this Time we began to live upon better 
Terms with that Diſturber of our Tran- 
quillity z we concealed nothing from 
him, but what we were willing he ſhould 
gueſs himſelf, and of which I well knew 
he had very ſtrong Suſpicions. When 
Mrs. Afieck (who went by the Name of 
Mrs. & ) fell ſick, I called in the 
moſt ſkilful Phyſicians that could be got. 
The Friendſhip we had for her, the Obli- 
cations we lay under, and even our own 

rſonal Intereſts, were ſufficient Induce- 
ments for the beſtowing all our Care, 
and neglecting nothing that might poſ- 
ſiby conduce towards her Recovery. But 
all our Care proved ineffectual, for after 
laying ill about a Fortnight, ſhe died, 
while the Doctors were very eager in a 
Diſpute concerning the Nature of her 
Diſtemper. 

Mrs. Mech, ſome Days before her 
Death, being ſenſible of the extreme 
Danger in which ſhe then was, ſent for 
a Couple of Lawyers, whom ſhe aſſured 
that ſne had continued a Widow ever ſince 
Mr. Afleck's Death; that ſhe had called 
herſelf my Wife in order to prevent my 
Deſtruction ; that ſhe was 1o far from 

| | being 
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being ſo in reality, that ſhe had con- 
ſented to my Marriage with her Daugh. 
ter, before they had began any Proſe- 
cution againſt me; that both of us had 
made Oath of our being betrothed to 
each other, before any Proceedings had 
taken Place againſt us; and that ever 
ſince that Time, we had firmly reſolved, 
and did ſtill continue in the ſame Reſo- 
lution, to ſolemnize the Marriage as ſoon 
as we had removed the Impediments 
which lay in our Way. We likewiſe 
owned thoſe Children as ours, which 
had been hitherto thought Mrs. Afieck's. 
The Man-Midwife and Nurſe depoſed, 
that it was the Daughter, and not the 
Mother, that had been brought to Bed. 
The Lawyers having drawn up theſe ſe- 
veral Depoſitions in Form, put them all 
into my Hands. 

J have already informed the Reader, 
that old Manſell was by no means rich; 
therefore, foon after Mrs. Afleck's Death, 
I made a Preſent to Mrs. Manſell of all 
the Cloaths and Trinkets belonging to 
the Deceaſed ; hoping by that Means to 
have ſoftened the Heart of her Huſband. 
He was, indeed, ſurprized at my Gene- 
roſity ; but the Sequel will ſhew that he 
continued to uſe me as ſeverely as "= 

5, 


@- 


TRUE HAI ESG. 135 


Mrs. Afleck's Death threw us into 
great Perplexity. *Twas in vain that 
my Wife deſired to ſtay at my Houſe, 
under Pretence of the great Friendſhip 
ſhewn her by my Mother, and the Inti- 
macy that ſubſiſted between her and my 
Siſter : In vain did I offer my Houſe 
and Table to be continually at his Ser- 
vice; he ſtill remained inflexible, and 
inſiſted ſtrenuouſly that his Niece ſhould 
come and live with him. As this would 
have been one of the greateſt Misfor- 
tunes that could have befallen' us, we 
conſulted immediately what we could 
poſſibly do in the Affair; and at laſt 
concluded, that Mr. Manſell could not 
hinder his Niece from going to live with 
her Grandmother, who I had often heard 
was exceſſively fond of her Grand- 
daughter, and who by no Means ap- 
proved of the Treatment I had received 
from her two Children. Mrs. Afﬀeck 
uſed frequently to viſit her, and told me 
that it was ſhe who had afforded her the 
Subſiſtence which was neceſſary to make 
her old Age comfortable. 

I thought it probable that I could 
get myſelf introduced to her under a 


feigned Name. With this View I de- 


fired young Manſell to come to me, and 
Os told 
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told him, that as his Grandmother'; 


Houſe was the propereſt Place for his 
Couſin to be at, ſhe had reſolved to 90 


thither, and therefore I ſhould be much 
obliged to him if he would conduct 
her. 1 i | 
The young Man, who by this Time 
ſuſpected what was really the Caſe, 
ſeemed a good deal ſurptized. How 
cruel is my Father to ſeparate you! Is 
this the Return that he makes for the 


continual Favours which have been be- 


ſtowed upon me, not on account of my 
own Merit, but merely the Effect of 


your Goodneſs ? My dear Patron, con- 
tinued he, do not place any of my Fa- 


ther's Miſconduct to my Charge, but 
compleat the Kindneſs you have already 
begun to favour me with, by granting 


me the Continuance of your Friendſhip | 
and Eſteem. However uſeleſs mine 


may be to you, the Warmth and Sin- 


cerity of my good Inclinations towards 


you, give me at leaſt ſome ſmall Claim 
to it; and I ſhall ever regard it as the 
moſt valuable Gift you can beſtow. 
You ſhail know, the firſt Opportunity I 
have of ſhewing you, how extremely I 
2 it, and the great Need that I have 
OT It. 


1 could 
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could not help being greatly affe&- 
ed at what he had ſaid; and my own Si- 
tuation was ſo truly unfortunate, that I 
could not help ſhedding a few Tears on 
the Recollection of my Miſery : You 
are already in Poſſeſſion of my Friend- 
ſhip, replied I, and this I will convince 
you of as often as I can. Your Couſin 
is now waiting for you. I then went 
and ſhut myſelf into my Cloſet, as well 
to avoid a Converſation in which I was 
too deeply intereſted to feel any Satif- 
faction, as to prepare myſelf for the 
cruel Separation that was to enſue. 

In a few Minutes my Wife came to 
me; Manſell, in order to leave me at 
Liberty, made ſome trifling Excuſe to 
go out of the Room. My Mother and 
Siſter came in likewiſe juſt at that 
Time: They had all along been ex- 
tremely fond of each other, and their 
reciprocal Tenderneſs which they enter- 
tained for me, was not ſufficient to make 
them ſuppreſs their Concern. All three 
wept moſt bitterly. What a glorious 
Sight! (ſince he who never ſaw Beauty 
in Diſtreſs, never ſaw it in its higheſt 
Perfection) Farewel, my dear Huſband, 
ſaid my Wife, throwing herſelf into my 
Arms : Think on the tender Pledges of 

our 
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our Loves, ſince your Tenderneſs alone 
can only make them happy. Their un- 
fortunate Mother will in a little while 
ſtand no longer in need of your Aſſiſt. 
ance, The extreme Bitterneſs of my 
Relations will ſoon ſnatch me away 
from you; Death is my only Comfort, 
and the only Period of my Misfortunes, 
What then, ſaid I, my Angel! are you 
determined to ſee me expiring with 
Grief? Do you make no Account of 
my Affection? Do you think it poſſible 
for me to ſurvive the Loſs of you? 
Ah! do not overwhelm me by bring- 
ing to my Remembrance thoſe Days 
which I would wiſh to be far removed, 
If you reſolve not to live, I am alſo de- 
termined to ſacrifice every thing, ſooner 
than be ſeparated from you. Your Fa- 
mily's united Endeavours will prove in- 
effectual: I ſhall then be able to brave 
their Hatred ; or, if I ſhould fall a Sa- 
crifice, there will be Methods enough 
left for me to avenge myſelf : Should 1 
loſe you, I muſt from that Time give 
myſelf wholly up to Deſpair, yet not 
without firſt puniſhing your Uncle; 
and the fame Hand that cuts. him ofi, 


ſhall prevent my ſuffering any igno- 
ED minious 
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minious Puniſhment, by taking away 
my own Life. 
Alas! ſaid my Wife, be more com- 
poſed, and calm thoſe Tranſports which 
have been cauſed by my Weakneſs. Let 
the Affection you owe your Children in- 
ſpire you with a ſufficient Degree of Re- 
ſolution to undergo any Hardſhips that 
you may meet with in the dangerous 
Path of Life. Conſider your own Si- 
tuation, and what mult become of them 
if you forſake them. Are you willing 
to make them the innocent Sacrifices of 
your Misfortunes? Does my Uncle's 
Severity make them in the leaſt guilty ? 
Do you not retain a fatherly Affection 
for them? | 
Do you then, ſaid I, with ſome 
Warmth, continue to be their Mother. 


T love theſe dear Witneſſes of our Af- 


fection infinitely beyond myſelf ; but 
then the Tenderneſs that I feel for you, 
ſuppreſſes thoſe kind Emotions, —But 
baniſh my Fears, promiſe that you will 


make yourſelf as eaſy as you can in 


your preſent Situation, and then I ſhall 


be better able to bear up againſt the 


Miſery that ſeems to be coming upon me 
apace. Were Happineſs the conſtant 
Attendant of Virtue, we ought to be 

the 
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the happieſt Couple living. Let us nor 


be diſcouraged then: I doubt not but 
in a litele Time we ſhall get the better 


of the Impediments which lie now in 
our Way. If your Uncle is not the 
moſt utigrateful and inhuman Wretch 
upon Earth, I will in a manner force 
him to be kind, by heaping continual 
Favours upon him. Go then, my An- 


gel, I will come and ſee you every other 


Day. N FA a 
She embraced me, without making 


any Reply, and went out. I handed 


Her to the Coach, where her Couſin was 
waiting for her; my Mother and Siſter 


went with them. 1 then went and ſtept 


into a Coach, ordering it to follow the 
other, and being tefolved to have no Con- 


fident in the Affair, I was willing to 


ſeem ignorant where Mrs. Afeck lived, 
which I ſoon found to be in a little Street 
not far from St. James's. The Houſe 
was only one Story high, and a little 
Garden was the beſt Thing about it. 

I was in Doubt how toproceed, when 
by Chance I caſt my Eyes on a Bill at the 
next Door, which informed me that 
there were two Rooms to be lett : This 
immediately made me determine what I 
had to do. Theſe Rooms were adhoin- 

| ing 
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ing to Mrs. Aﬀeeck's Houſe; fo- that I 
was ſure, if I hited them, of having 


frequent Opportunities of ſeeing her 


Grand-daughter; and I was too deeply 
intereſted in this Affair, not to uſe my 
utmoſt Endeavours to attract the Good- 
will of the old Lady. 

went out very early the next Morn- 
ing, and dreffing myſelf very plain, went 
into Mrs. Af/eck's Neighbourhood, and 
knocking at the Door of the Houſe, 
where I had diſcovered a Bill for letting 
Lodgings, a Servant Maid came and 
opened it. | 


Madam, ſaid I, very ſubmiſſively, 


| pray may I ſee your Lodgings? O yes, 
Sir, by all means; I will ſend my 


Miſtreſs to you, ſaid ſhe, to ſhew 
you the Apartments. Mrs. Fenkins, 
nere is a Gentleman come to look at the 
Lodgings. Notwithſtanding I knew I 
had to deal with an eternal Goſſip, 
| reſolved to bear with her patiently, 
and to ſeem at leaſt to liſten to her with 
iome Degree of Attention. Here, Sir, 
id Mrs. Jenkins, altho' at preſent there are 
but a Couple of Rooms, yet they are 
laid out in ſuch a Manner, that they 
my caſily be made four very convenient 


Fartments, with each of them a Win- 


dow 
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dow in it, by taking in a Couple of light 
Cloſets, and throwing down the Parti- 
tion. Thus you will have a Dining- 
Room, and a little Wardrobe, if you 
_ chooſe it. The ſecond Apartment will 
furniſh you a Bed-chamber and Cloſet, 
and whenever you want it, you may 
have the Uſe of the Kitchen. There 
are ſeveral Alterations abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to be made before you can poſſibly 
come into them, but they will be com- 
pleated in a few Days. Indeed, they 
ought to have been done before; but 
when once you are engaged with Work- 
men, there is no ſuch a Thing as getting 
rid of them; and that, to be ſure, your 
Honour knows-as well as I do : How- 
ever, I will make them haſten their Work 
as much as I can. This Apartment, 
Sir, if you would follow my Advice, 
would do extremely well for a Dining- 
Room; the Door, you ſee, muſt be 
ſtopped up; for it communicates with 
one of Mrs. Afﬀieck's Apartments, and 
to whom this Houſe belongs: I am 
ſorry you came before ſhe was up; 
however, we can ſettle the Terms to- 
gether, and that is the ſame Thing. 
Indeed I will nor ſtand haggling with 


you, as I know ſhe would; I will tell 
vou 
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you the Price of them at one Word. It 
is true, indeed, that I would not talk fo 
reaſonably with every body ; however, 
there 1s a Difference to be obſerved be- 
tween People, and without any Affecta- 
tion I may ſay, that I know Gentlemen 
as well as another: I think I do. In 
ſhort, the Apartments you have ſeen are 
to be let at a Guinea a Week: You 
will be the only Lodger in the Houle, 
and in a very quiet one to be ſure you 
will be. You will have the Uſe of the 
Garden for yourſelf and Friends, and if 
you like good Company, you will find 
| enough of it in this Neighbourhood. 
Mrs. Aﬀieck never ſtirs out; ſhe will be 
highly delighted at having ſuch a Gen- 
tleman as yourſelf for a Lodger : She is 
at preſent under great Affliction, having 
lately loſt her Daughter-in-law, who has 
left a Girl behind her, extremely beauti - 
tul indeed, but without a Penny to ſup- 
port her : The poor Child is almoſt in- 
conſolable for the Loſs of her Mother; 
and ever ſince yeſterday (which was the 
firſt Day of her coming hither) ſhe has 
done nothing but weep. I cannot bear 
to ſee her in this diſtreſſed Situation. But 
pray, Sir, give me Leave to aſk you 
what Buſineſs you follow ? 
Madam, 
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Madam, faid I, (almoſt tired to Death 


with her tedious Harangue) I have juſt 
been turned out of a little Place that | 
had in the Country ; my Patron is dead, 
and therefore I have nothing farther to 
expect in that Way. I am come, there. 
fore, to London with an Intention to ſettle 
here. Zn 

O dear Sir ! ſaid ſhe, into what a for- 
tunate Family are you come? for the 


young Lady is now very much concern- 


ed on account of a Gentleman who 
would very willingly have married her; 
but her Family would by no means 
agree to it, becauſe he had the Mit- 
fortune to kill the young Lady's Fa- 


ther in a Duel. The Gentleman, not 


being able to marry the Perſon that of 
all others he would have choſe, married 
the Mother out of ſpite, and ſhe is lately 
dead. This I tell you in private, only 


between you and me — you underſtand 


me: However, you may make ſome 


Advantage of this Information if you 
pleaſe. If the young Lady would but 
ſpeak a good Word for you to her Fa- 


ther-in-law, he might be of great Ser- 


vice to you; ſince he is a Man of For- 
tune and Faſhion, and in conſiderable 
Employments. He has lately given 3 


very 
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very good Place to the Lady's Couſin ; 
and all the Harm I wiſh you is, that 
you may have as good a one in a ſhort 
Time. But my Head rambles fo, that 
I had forgot to ſpeak of one main 
Thing: I do not doubt but you have 
many Acquaintance in Town; for al- 
though you ſeem to be a Gentleman, it 
is, however, very proper that one ſhould ' 
know who one lets out Lodgings to. 

Indeed, Madam, faid I, you are miſ- 
taken in this Particular, I am an utter 
Stranger to this Place, and to the People 
who live in it: yet, leſt you ſhould en- 
tertain any Diſtruſt of me, I will, if 
you pleaſe, pay you Half a Year's Rent 
before-hand. | 
| Juſt as you pleaſe, Sir, for that. 
Money makes the Mare to go. No lon- 
ger Pipe, no longer Dance, and what is 
got under the Belly is ſpent over the 
Back. 

This ſagacious Lady was going on 
with this String of Proverbs, in which 
I was afraid of interrupting her, leſt ſhe 
ſhould think it impertinent, when luckily 
for me, her Miſtreſs's Bell rung. Ar 
the Sound of which, Madam, ſaid ſhe. 
is going to get up, and if you will take 
a Walk in the Garden, I will call 
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you when ſhe is ready to receive you. 
You will then be able to ſettle the whole 
Affair with her. In a few Minutes af. 
ter, the Houſe-keeper took the Trouble 
to come and call me herſelf, and in- 
troduced me to old Mrs. Afeck. 
This Lady was ſenſible and well bred, 

ſhe had even then the Remains of Beauty, 
tho? to be ſure, at that Time ſhe was 
Seventy Years old at leaſt. We agreed 
preſently about the Price, and I imme- 
diately paid her half a Year's Rent, 
which ſhe took (as ſhe ſaid) only at my 
earneſt Intreaty. | 

Juſt at this Inſtant in came her Grand- 
daughter to enquire how ſhe had flept. 
You are juſt come in Time, ſaid the old 
Lady to her, to give this Gentleman a 
Receipt. You will write it more eaſily 
and better than I can, I will ſign my 
Name to it. Pray what is your Name? 
continued ſhe. 


This Queſtion, tho' abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary, was put to me quite unawares, 


and as I had not provided a proper 
Name, it put me into ſome Confuſion, till 
recollecting her Maiden Name, I told 
her it was Carpenter; this is ſurprizing, 
indeed, ſaid ſhe, for that was my Name 


before I married. 
— AS 


2 
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As ſoon as ſhe had given me the Re- 
ceipt, we entered into Converſation. I 
told her that as I was very eager in the 
Purſuit of an Employment, I ſhould be 
obliged to go out often, and that at all 
Hours ; that if ever I ſhould find myſelf 
at too great a Diſtance in the Evening, I 
ſhould ſtay out all Night; and that 1 
ſhould be glad to find out ſome Place 
in her Neighbourhood where I might 
Board, A Key, Sir, ſaid ſhe, will pro- 
cure you Admittance into the Houſe at 
whatever Hour you pleaſe, and as for 
Boarding, there are Houſes enough 
hereabouts that would be very glad of 
ſuch a Thing —I will immediately en- 

uire. 

I furniſhed my Apartments that very 
Day, in the plaineſt Manner I could, 
and every Thing was ready by the Even 
ing; when I deſired the Houſe-keeper 
to tell me what good Ordinary there was 
near there. She left me without making 
any Reply, and returned in a little while, 
and told me, that her Miſtreſs deſired 
the Favour of my Company to Supper, 
in order to be better acquainted with me. 
accordingly went, and behaved juſt 
as if I had never ſeen any of them be- 
tore, We ſupped all four together, for 
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the Houſe-keeper, I found, uſed moſt 
commonly to eat with her Miſtreſs. I 
was ſet over againſt my Wife, whoſe 
Eyes and mine frequently met, and 
darted Looks that were Proofs of the 
Greatneſs of our Affection. I paid the 
utmoſt Reſpect and Attention to Mrs. 
Mech, ſo much that after Supper ſhe 
was pleaſed to ſay, that I did not betray 
the leaſt Marks of a Country Education: 

When we got up to retire, I went thro' 
the Door thar communicated to my 
Apartment, I will ſtop up that Door, 
ſaid Mrs. Afleck, as ſoon as you pleaſe , 
in the mean Time, I can lock it with a 
Key on my Side, and you may bolt it on 
yours. I told her that ſhe was at Li- 
berty to do what ſhe pleaſed; that for my 
Part I was under no kind of Apprehen- 


ſion, but very well contented: that the 


Poor ſhould remain as it was. 
The next Morning I defired the 


Houſe-keeper to make ſome few Pur- 


chaſes for me, and left her my Key. I 


did not doubt but ſhe would take an 
Inventory of all my. Goods, and it 
was with this Deſign that I had left every 
Thing open. In ſhort, I managed Mat- 
ters 0 well, as to endeavour to gain 
her Confidence, and yet not expoſe my- 


ſelf 


e By 
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ſelf to her Indiſcretion. When I went 
into my Room I found every Thing ſet 
in Order, and Mary (that was the Cook's 
Name) took Care to inform me, that it 
was by the Houſe- Keeper” Directions that 
this had been done. I thanked both of 
them in a ſuitable Manner; that is, I gave 


Mary ſome Money, and the Houſe- 


keep a Number of Thanks, and ſome 
Ribands, which I had before taken Care 
to put into my Pocket. 

In the Evening I was invited to Sup- 
per, as I had been the Night before, and 
accepted tne Invitation, upon Condition, 
that they would ſup with me the next 
Night, when J took Care not to make 
the Entertainment too magnificent, pro- 
viding but little more than I had re- 
ceived myſelf from them. In ſhort, I 
inſinuated myſelf ſo well into the old 
Lady's Eſteem, by the Reſpect that I 
paid her; into the Houſe-keeper's, by 
Trifles ſeaſonably given; and into the 
Cook-maid's, by ſome Preſents, in which 
a Medium between Covetouſneſs and 
Prodigality was obſerved ; that in a very 
little Time, I became a Favourite with 
every Body in the Houſe. . They began 
by deſiring that I would not look out Tor 


any other Place to board at, if I approved 
rx of 
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a of the Table which they kept; when it 
þ may eaſily be imagined that I was not 
0 very averſe to the Propoſal. I fettled 
: the Matter with. the Houſe-keeper, and 
L paid her fix Months Advance for that, as 
well as for my Lodging. They then 
prevailed on me to play at Cards with 
them ſometimes. Mrs. Aﬀeck ſeemed 
extremely pleaſed with me, deſired me 
not to uſe the leaſt Ceremony, but to 
throw off Reſerve. Nay, ſhe uſed often 
to come and fetch me, when ſhe thought 
that I ſtaid too long in my Room, 
Whenever I was at home, ſhe was always 
glad of my Company. At laſt, I grew ſo 
highly in Favour, that the Door was not 
only not ſtopped up, but not ſo much 
as faſtened. This Door opened into Mrs. 
Aﬀieck's Apartment, oppoſite to which 
was my Wife's Room, and the Houſe- 
Keeper lay in a little Tent-bed uſt by 

her Miſtreſs. 

As ſoon as I found that I had gained 
the Confidence of the whole Houle, I 
informed my Wife of my Deſign in a 
Note, and by that Means frequently 
ſpent great Part of the Night with her, 
without ſo much as being ſuſpected by 
any one. 8 a 
| L 
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It was my Cuſtom generally to go out 
early of a Morning, and paſſing thro' 
— By- Streets, to go into a Coffec- 
houſe, which was ata little Diſtance, where 
my Coach uſed to come for me very 
regularly, and ſet me down in the Even- 
ing at the ſame Place. Tho” ſometimes 
when I had nothing elſe to do, I uſed to 
go and dine with Mrs. Afileck, but this 
was but ſeldom, for I had not much 
Time to myſelf. 

Towards the End of Autumn, I per- 
ſuaded Mrs. Afeck to make ſome Alte- 
rations in her Garden, and having pro- 
poſed to her ſeveral Plans, ſhe pitched 
upon that which was the leaſt expenſive. 
The Pent-Houſe wanted repairing much, 
and as the Room (which to me was the 
Temple of Love) fronted the Middle 
Walk, I there made a little Arbour which 
reached as high as the Window, and 
took great Care to have it raiſed ſtrong: 
In ſhort, I contrived that it ſhould be 
done ſo as to anſwer my Purpoſe, and 
yet not give the leaſt Suſpicion. Mrs. 
Ajieck was greatly pleafed with this Al- 
teration, and eſpecially with the Oeco- 
nomy which I had ſhewn in the Manage- 
ment of the Affair. Whilſt this was 
doing, I had the Key of the Garden, 
H 4 Which 
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which opened a Door into one of the 


Neighbouring Streets, and which, pre. 
tending I had loſt, it was but right, 
J faid, I ſhould give them another, and 


that the Lock ſhould be altered. Ac- 
cordingly, I had a Lock put on, to 


which I had before ordered a Couple of 


Keys to be made. The one that I kept 
myſelf, was intended as. a Reſource in 
caſe of any Accident, and the Precau- 
tions I took were by no Means uſeleſs. 

The Tranquillity which I had enjoyed 
for ſome Time, now received a conſide- 


rable Interruption : A Hamburgb Mer- 
chant, named Skynner, was an Aquain- 
tance of Mrs. Aﬀeck's, and uſed, now 


and then, to come and pay her a Viſit. 


He in Time fell in Love with her Grand- 
daughter, and by Degrees became ſo 


intimate there, that he was ſcarcely ever 


out of the Houſe. His making his 


Addreſſes, alarmed me a good deal, not 
that I had the leaft Suſpicion of my 
Wife's Conſtancy, but I had Reaſon to 
apprehend the Conſequences of this 
fatal Paſſion. It was to no Purpoſe that 


he met with continual Diſcouragements, 


and that the Grandmother was entreated 
to forbid him the Houſe ; for the old 


Lady was too ſolicitous for the advan- 


tageous 
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tageous Match that now ſeemed to offer 
itſelf toher Grand-daughter's Acceptance, 
to be able to give the leaſt Affront to 
Mr. Skynner; who, on the other hand, in- 
terpreted (ſo blind is Self- love) the con- 
tinual Slights and Refuſals which were 
put upon him, as ſo many Indications 
of the young Lady's extraordinary Mo- 
deſty. Things were now gone ſo far, 
that my Wife, without telling me any 
thing of the Matter, ſent for young 
Manſell, to deſire him to perſuade n- 
ner of the extreme Averſion that ſhe en- 
tertained for him and his Propoſals. 

Skynner was about thirty-five, his Abi- 
lities rather moderate, than otherwiſe ; 
he looked on Manſell as his Coulin al- 
ready, and, therefore, treated what lie 
ſaid to him about the Lady's Averſion 
to him, as a Joke; till at laſt Manſell 
grew quite impatient, and, notwithſtand- 
ing the uſual Mildneſs of his Temper, 
aſſured him, that ſrom that Time for- 
ward he would come every Day to his 
Grandmother's, and if he ever found him 
there, he would make him repent it 
ſeverely. Hunner then perceived that he 
was really in Earneſt, and, therefore, 
immediately went out, ſaying, that he 
knew very well what to do, without giving 
ä 5 him 
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him any farther Trouble. Manſell went 
every Day, as he had ſaid he would, and 
that too at different Times of the Day, 
but Skynner never went there any more, 
One Day while I was at Mrs. Afeckł's, 
the Servant came in, and ſaid, that Mr. 

Manſell was coming; upon which I went 
into my Room and bolted my Door; but 
in a few Minutes came Mrs. Afleck, who 
told me ſhe ſhould. be glad to introduce 
me to her Grandſon, who was a very 
pretty Gentleman, and one who had got 
a very good Place, and whom ſhe had 
engaged to eſpouſe my Intereſt. Manſel, 
continued ſhe, going into her Room 
again, this is Mr. Carpenter, whom | 
have deſired you to beof ſome Service to, 
if it ſhould ever lie in your Power, and 
you will ſoon perceive that he deſerves 
your Eſteem. Manſell was coming to 
meet me, but when he ſaw who it was, 
he ſtarted back as thro* Surprize. What 
is it you Sir, ſaid he, who ſtand in need 
of my Protection? Being afraid he would 
diſcover me, I ran up to him, and while 
embracing him, whiſpered in his Ear, that 
if he ſaid a Syllable more he would ruin 
me: Yes, my dear Friend, ſaid I aloud, 
I have loſt the Place that you ſaw me poſ- 
ſeſſed of in Suſſex, (for in Reality he - 
een 
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ſeen me there the Summer before) and I 
am come to London to try whether I can 
get any Employment here. I am ex- 
tremely glad, ſaid Mrs. eck, (ſur- 
prized at the Intimacy which ſhe ſaw 
{ubſiſted berween us) that you ſeem to 
be ſo well acquainted, fince you are both 
very deſerving young Men, and this 
convinces me that my Grandſon will 
with Pleaſure uſe his utmoſt Intereſt to 
ſerve you. | 

Manſell by this time was pretty well 
recovered from the Surprize that his find- 
ing me there ſo unexpectedly had oc 
ſioned. You need not doubt, Madam, 
ſaid he, but I will; the Gentleman knows 
two well the Favours I am indebted to 
him for, to have the leaſt Suſpicion of 
my want of WHI to be of Service to him. 
I returned him Thanks for his kind Incli- 
nations, and after ſpending ſome time 
in talking on indifferent Subjects, took 
young Manſeil into my Room. 

How ingenious is Love! ſaid he, 
as ſoon as we were alone. How could 
I ever imagine, that I ſhould find my 
generous Patron under the Name and 
Character of Mr. Carpenter? Come — 
own that you have been tco much upon 
the Reſerve with me. I will not, replied _ 
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had happened as I was, put ſome Queſ- 
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I, any longer conceal that I am in Love 
with your Couſin, and that I am be- 
loved by her; but in making this Con- 
feſſion, is it not too much to riſk the 
Declaration that it is a Paſſion founded 
upon, and authorized by, Duty and Re- 
Jation ; or, in other Words, that we are 
married ? I find, ſaid Manſell, that you 
do not as yet know me thoroughly ; 
and beſides, that this is no News to me, 
as you will ſoon be convinced. The 
Day on which you and my Father quar- 
relled, convinced me, that the Promiſe 
which my Aunt had made of taking 
her Daughter away from the Place where 
ſhe boarded in the Country, was only 
a Forerunner of your Marriage. My 
Father thought this as well as me, bur 
the ſame Opinion produced contrary Et- 
fects in us. The next Day I was moſt 
heartily enraged with my Father for the 


Violence which he had ſhewn the Day 
before. Your Prudence, however, pre- 
vented the ill Conſequences which would 
otherwiſe have enſued. He went, it is 
true, in Purſuit of you, but he went 


only to be an Eye-Witneſs of the Inef- 


ficacy of his Undertaking. My Aunt, 


who was as much ſurprized at what 


tions 
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tions to me, which perſuaded me of the 
great Anxiety ſhe felt for her Daughter. 
But ſcarce was ſne informed, that you 
had been marked out as a Victim to my 
Father's Malice, when ſhe grew calm and 
compoſed, with Reſpect tothe former Sub- 
ject of her Fears, and ſeemed only to think 
and ſpeak upon your Account. I was not 
at all ſurprized at this ſudden Alteration, 
ſince ſhe had all along Time enough to 
reflect, and the whole was nothing elſe 
but a natural Conſequence of this Fear. 
Even my Father never believed that you 
was married to my Aunt, but he thought 
that although this Pretence would hin- 
der you from being proſecuted, yet it 
would at the ſame Time prevent your 
Match with my Couſin. Nay, you do 
not dare openly declare yourſelf her Lo- 
yer, without being apprehenſive of his 
putting in Execution thoſe Orders which 
he keeps by him, to uſe on any Emer- 
gency. If he knew that you was married, 
he would put in force the Decree which 
he has obtained againſt my Aunt, in order 
to annul your Marriage. Altho' he does 
not doubt but you are married, yet, in 
order to ground his Accuſation, he muſt 
bring ſome convincing Evidence, which, I 
hope, 
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hope, you are too cautious ever to give 
him the leaſt Opportunity of doing. 

Lou would hardly believe me, were! 
to tell you the Number of Times that 
my Mother and I have intreated him to 
relent on the Score of Gratitude, if not 
upon that of common Humanity. I 
know very well (he always ſays) that ] 
ought not to hate him, yet I cannot get 
the better of an Averſion which I have 

once taken up, and that too upon very 
good Foundation ; for every Thing that 
he can poſſibly do, were his Favours ten 
Times greater than they are, will never 
reſtore my Brother to Life. Beſides, 
what he has given us did not be- 
long to him. Could he hold the Places 
himſelf, that he has given. my Son ? Be- 
ſides, he works for his Livelihood, and 
they. pay him for it ;. therefore every 
thing is equitable on both Sides. I do 
not ſee one Motive to Gratitude through- 
out the whole. 

It was now Time to go out, when 1 
Fred to ſet Manſell down wherever he 
had a Mind, which he accepted very 
willingly ; for, ſaid he, I have ſomething 
to tell you that concerns you very nearly. 
We went towards the Coffee-houſe, as 


was my Cuſtom, to wait for my _ 
n 
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In our way thither, Manſell aſked me, if 


I knew Skynner, my Wife's new Lover? 


Yes, ſaid I, very well; he has as fre- 
- quently put me out of Patience as he has 
tired your Couſin. I hope, ſaid he, that 
he will do neither for the future. How- 
ever, I ought to acquaint you, that ever 
ſince I threatened him, he has diſconti- 
nued his Viſits, ſaying, as he went off, 
that he knew very well who he was 
obliged to for that Treatment. I ſuppoſe, 
continued he, that he meant you. I ſup- 
poſe he did, replied I; however, I aſ- 
jure you that does not give me the leaſt 
Uneaſineſs, provided thathe does not be- 
tray me through Pique. I do not know, 
ſaid Manſell, but ſomething bad, I am 
afraid, will be the Conſequence. I ſhould 
be glad you would go ſome other Way, 
for there is his Houſe. What could he 
do now? ſaid I, ſince he can ſcarce 
know me in this Dreſs ; and if he ſhould 
attempt to follow me, it would be only 
loling his Time, for my Coach is wait- 
ing for me at the Corner of the Street. 
Juſt as T was ſaying this, I ſaw four Men 
dreſſed like Cooks, with Tongs and 
Fire-ſhovels in their Hands crofling the 


Street, coming out of Skynner's Houſe, and 


who ſeemed to me to be going to fight. 
The 
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The firſt of them flying, or pretending 
to fly, ran full againft me, and knocked 
me down before I was' aware. Skynner, 
juſt at that Inſtant, came out of his Houſe 
with his Sword in his Hand. Manſell, 
who was taking me up, covered me 
entirely, and drew his Sword. I G roſe, 
and immediately running towards Sn. 
ner, deſired Manſell . to ſtand behind 
me. Skynner ſeemed a good deal ſur- 
prized to ſee Manſell, where he ſo little 
expected him. His Men poured in all 
at once upon me, and I ſoon found that 
their Intention was to diſarm me. How- 
ever, Manſell, who hindered them from 
ſurrounding me, dealt his Blows very 
freely both towards Right and Left. This 
took them off from me a little, for not- 
withſtanding Skynrer's ordering his Peo- 
ple not to touch Manſell, they attacked 
him with great Violence. I then began to 
recollect myſelf a little; I pretended to 
retire a Step or two, upon which Skynner 
advanced; I made a Thruſt at him, and 
ran my Sword thro* his Body, upon 
which he fell down immediately. His 
Fall was ſo far from alarming his At- 
tendants, that they left him on the 
Ground without giving him any Afti- 
ſtance, and attacked us, if poſſible, with 
grceater 
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greater Fury than before. Several other 
perſons alſo came in to their Aſſiſtance. 
surrounded thus on all Sides, we were 
now in great Diſtreſs, when J heard on 


1 ſudden a Number of Men's Voices. I 


ſaw the Spectators give Way, and could 
diſtinguiſh two of my Footmen laying 
about them with large Clubs in: their 
Hands. Place yourſelf, Sir, ſaid they 
to me, by the Wall, and we will thew 
you ſome fine Sport preſently. :Accord- 
ingly J ſet, my Back againſt the Wall, 
without being able to gueſs: what was 
their Deſign, when juſt at that Inſtant, 
I ſaw my Coachman come driving in 


with a ſurprizing Fury, in order torun 


over the People Who had attacked: us, 
the Wheels of the Carriage breaking 
Skynner's Legs, who could not get out 


of the Way time enough, and wound- 


ing two or three others: The xeſt ſaved 
themſelves by F light, The Coach ſtop- 
ped at a little Diſtance from us, but the 
Mob, by gathering about it, ſeemed 
willing to hinder our getting in; how- 
ever, we puſhed through them, and got 
in after much Difficulty. I foreſaw that 
ſome bad Conſequences might be the Ef- 
fect of this Fray, and that it would be 
very difficult for me to conceal the Share 


1 


1 . 
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I had in it. I thought, therefore, that 
J ought to take all the Precautions ] 
poſſibly could, and aſked Manſell's Ad. 
vice about it, who, at length, managed 
Matters ſo, that without betraying that 
J was concerned, a Proſecution was com- 
menced againſt the People who had 
aſſaulted me. The Public were in ge- 
neral on my Side. Centinels were placed 
over the wounded People. Both thoſe 
who were preſent, and thoſe who were not, 
were indicted,” and the Proſecution was 
carried on with ſuch Vigour, that the Death 
of the Priſoners, and the Flight of the 
reſt, were the only Things that prevented 
their being puniſhed. I owed my Life 
to ManſelPs Bravery, and both of us were 
indebted for our Preſervation to our 
Servants. 5 
It was much eaſier for me to reward 
theſe laſt, than it was the former. I 
ordered all three of them to come up 
Stairs, and deſired them to tell me how 
they became acquainted with our Dil- 
treſs. Why, Sir, ſaid my Valet, we 
muſt not deceive you in a Point of fo 
much Conſequence. We had been mut- 
tering above an Hour againſt you, for 
making us wait ſo long at the Coffee- 
houſe for you, when we ſaw a = 
; 0 
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Mob gathered together at the End of 


the Street. My Fellow Servant and I, 
immediately ran to ſee what was the 
Matter: When, God bleſs me, ſaid he, 
it is our Maſter and Mr. Manſell, his 
Nephew. We than ran to your Coach- 
man, and told him that you were in 
imminent Danger of being killed, and 


deſired him that he would drive over the 


Mob. But firſt I ſhould have told you, 
that we ſaw a Couple of Chairmen's 
Poles, and ſnatched them up. What 
delights us the moſt of all is, that you 


and your Nephew have eſcaped, and in 


the next Place, that thoſe Villains will 
have reaſon to remember us as long as 
they live, for they are every one of 


them ſorely wounded. I faw, conti- 


nued the Fellow, three of them myſelf all 


over Blood, and we immediately attack- 
ed the others. The firſt Stroke I hit 


one, I broke his Arm, and Tom broke 


another's Jaw. We did not do our 
Work by Halves, as you may perceive. 
And it is ſo much the better for you 


that we did not, for you are got rid of 


them ſo much the ſooner, for they fled, 
together with the three others, as if they 
had a Pack of Bailiffs at their Heels; 
but even the moſt reſolute of them had 


enough, 


* 


b 8 E — 8 KEE SF. 
3 — 


vr wy 3 NO rn ä 2 W * 2 — 1 — GLA * 
* a os be 2 2 3 8 5 3 rr rer * * 1 1 r 4 , - 1 — a DTD VR — — 
Y NR 5 * * £ SSIS * a -— * ; Mr . . . - — — I — J 2 2 C3 X _s ry > i -— d - — — — 
—_ I. 2 1 ar > l . : a I * 6 6 - >: WE ö — . „„ 9 _ 4 
* FF Te SS, - _ — ** > 8 8 K's at.» 1 * * . — " — — by — —. * — *. — 2: Pow —_— — - : 
— 1 * = N * r . 3 = * — — 1 , 2 ** - . 
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enough, for the Coachman completely 
finiſhed what we had begun. I am ex- 
tremely obliged to you, ſaid I to them, 
for the Service you have done me, but 


deſire you would not mention a Syllable 


of the Affair to any Body, for if you do, 
I ſhould not be able to keep you a Mo. 
ment longer in my Houſe. I will take 
a proper Opportunity to reward both 
your Zeal and your Diſcretion, and will 
moſt aſſuredly take Care of you. In 
the mean Time; accept of a hundred 
Guineas, to be divided equally among 

you. ny tos Jy” bay at; tek tz 4 
This Speech; but more :efpectally the 
latter Part of it, had a ſurprizing Effect 
on them. I 2eould perceive in their 
Countenances a Mixture of Joy, of 
Aſtoniſhment, and of Gratitude; each 
of them ſtriving who ſhould return me 
Thanks the ſooneſt; I enjoyed this Scene 
for ſome Time with that Degree of Plea- 
ſure, which a good Man naturally feels 
on the Recollection of having made his 
Fellow - creatures happy. How delighted 
was I at the Confuſion which this had 
thrown'them into | How: agreeably was 
I flattered with thoſe Expreſſions of Gra- 
titude, which amply repaid me for my 
Bounty towards them! Oh, why was not 
every 
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every Moment of my Life ſtamped with 
the ſame pure Satisfaction, unallayed by 
Remorſe! I ſhould then be perfectly 


| happy. Theſe are Delights unknown 


and unfelt by the covetous Uſurer, that 
Leech of Mankind, who, by his cloſe 


Attention to himſelf, renders his Con- 


dition miſerable, ſince true Happineſs 
conſiſts in being chiefly inſtrumental in 
the doing Good to others. | 

As ſoon as they were gone, I turned 
towards Manſall; as for you, ſaid I, my 
dear Couſin and Deliverer, this is the ſe- 
cond Time that I am indebted to you 
for my Life. I would willingly equal, 
by my Gratitude, the Favours that you 
have conferred upon me, but that is out 
of my Power : However, oblige me ſo 
tar, as to inform me in what Way I can 


| poſſibly be of any Service to you ft 


preſent. | | 
I have only done what every honeſt 


| Man ought to do, ſaid Manſell, in the 


like Caſe : But even ſuppoſing I had 


expoſed. myſelf to Danger, in order to 


fave your Life, I ſhould only have fol- 
lowed the Dictates both of my Duty 


| and my Inclinations. If you think your- 


ſelf under Obligations to me, I am too 
much concerned in the Affair to let you 
lie 
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lie under ſuch a Miſtake any longer. 
Honour me with what I eſteem the moſt 
valuable Gifts upon Earth, I mean your 
Friendſhip and your Confidence. If 
you grant me this Favour, I ſhall be 
thoroughly ſatisfied. Your Happineſs 
is alone capable of compleating mine. 

You have been in Poſſeſſion of my 
Friendſhip, ſaid I, a long Time. You 
are acquainted with my moſt important 
Secrets, and I aſſure you, that I will 
conceal nothing from you for the Time 
to come: But pray, is there nothing 
elſe in which I am able to ſerve you? 
Come, tell me freely. _ 

You are too well acquainted with me 
already, ſaid Manſell, not to know, that 
my Happineſs is abſolutely in your 
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Power. I will even own to you, that r 
it is from your Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance \ 
alone, I expect to be made happy. But, ir 
however enamoured I am of your Sitter, N 
and tho* your Goodneſs ſhould enable ec 
me toaſk her Conſent, I ſhould not think 01 
| it right that this ſhould take Place, while Ul 
| my cruel Father is perſecuting my wor- if 
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thy Friend and generous Benefactor with b 

the moſt implacable Hatred. Why have 

not I ſufficient Power to mollify him! WM ! 

Alas! if my Power was equal - 0 W 
ncli- 
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Inclination, your Happineſs would be 
immediately compleated. 

The extreme Delicacy that Manſell 
ſhewed on this Occaſion, affected me ſen- 
fibly. I told him, how extremely ob- 
liged I was to him for it, and deſired 
that he would endeavour to accompliſh 
our common Happineſs, without failing 
to give all due Reſpect to his Father on 
the one Hand, or betraying the Se- 
cret that I had entruſted to him, on the 
other. We ſpent the whole Day toge- 
ther, not being able to ſtir out for the 
Bruiſes we had received; and tho' we 
were not wounded, yet it was with Dif- 


heulty we could ſtand upon our Legs, 


The Surgeon (whom we ſent for) or- 
dered us both to go to Bed, and to be 
rubbed with ſome ſtrengthenin Spirits. 
We were then blooded, and after hav- 
ing lain in Bed the greater Part of the 


| next Day, towards Evening, we hir- 


e« a Coach to go to Mrs. Aﬀeck's, in 
order to comfort my Wife, who was 
undoubtedly in great Anxiety about us, 
if ſhe had heard of the Aſſault that had 


been made upon us. 


On our Arrival, we found her in 
rears, ſhe having been told, that we 
were very dangerouſly wounded, and 

that 


5 
2. 


n 
L ET” 
— 


mo 
FR. 
. 


— 2 1 5 5 4 * A 1 — 
= EEE IS > RR Me 


5 


1 


$ x mA pF » 4 * ſo 4 
dd hoy Done ̃ A IR, ĩͤx AE nn ie anne 
3 * 3 — ͤ — — RT 12 


8 "6 — 
5 . 
; 

Eco ets 
3 r * 

+ 3 


— 


— 
. 


_ 
7 
» 


Gu, K . 
— 


2 


> 2 * * vt: 


E 


2 
_ — ar ns 


Bp is 


* ”” Ja N 
— 44s — "= 


{+ 
N 
bl 
6 
" : 
—_ 
8 1 
* V 
+- 
—_ 
E 4 
. 
„ 
4, 
1148 
14.8 
a4 
$ ol 
-* 
1% 
4 
TE 
- 
4 WW + 
5 be) 
1 
i. 
* 
„ 
be” 
5 
We 
{ * 
+" 
4 
N 
+ 7 
a! 
v3 
„ 
2:14 
_ 
. 
u. 
bet) 
1 
"i 
* 
W 
1 
TY 
4M 
4 
Ti : 
„ 
5 
* : 
N 
0 
19 
+38 
WV. 
WE * 
. 
„ 
ll 
Fl 4 
. 
8 
** 
1 
ik 
if 
1 
vw 
Mt 
4 
bits, 


For — 2 " = 
Þ [es i —— 
* T5 ">" 


168 TRUE ME RTT, 

that we were obliged to be carried to the 
Coach. The Joy ſhe felt at ſeeing us, 
did not permit her to reflect that Mrs, 
Affleck was in the Room. Ah, my dear 
Huſband! ſaid ſhe, (running into my 
Arms) is it you that I have the Happi- 
neſs. of ſeeing: again once more ? Are 
not you. wounded ?.:No, Madam, ſaid 
I, I am not, taking her. by the Hand, 
in order to make hen recolle& herſelf; 
your Couſin has ſaved my Life, and ] 
have the Pleaſure to aſſure you that we 
are neither of us wounded. : In tel- 
ling the Story, I ſaid, that the Coach we 
got into, belonged: to a Friend of Mr. 
Manſell, who aſſiſted us to get clear of 
the Villains that aſſaulted us. I added 
yet further, that Mr. Manſell had taken 


this Opportunity of introducing me to 


that Friend, who had given me juſt ſuch 
a Place as I could have deſired. That 
is, ſaid Mrs. Afieck, I ſuppoſe you mean, 
it was Mr. S——s Equipage. It was ſo, 


anſwered Manſel!; Mr. — was juſt 


by, and his Coach was waiting for him at 
the Door, His Servants knew me pre- 
ſently, and came to our Aſſiſtance. [ 
dare ſay they did, Grandſon, ſaid the old 
Lady; they did no more than was their 
Duty, no more than you did. 
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Theſe laſt Words left me no Room 
to doubt but that I was diſcovered. The 
name of Huſband had awakened her At- 
tention conſiderably. The Tranſport 
which her Grandaughter had ſhewn on 
ſeeing me, contributed greatly to her 
finding me out. However, ſhe con- 
rented herſelf with convincing us that ſhe 
had diſcovered me, and went no farther. 

When Supper was brought in, Mrs. 
Afleck told the Houſe-keeper to wait at 
Table inſtead of fitting down with us; 
ſhe then made me take her Great Chair, 
and went and fat herſelf where I uſed 
to do. I took care not to aſk her the 
Reaſon of this new Diſtinction, and all 
ſupper Time the Old Lady put on the Ap- 
pearance of the greateſt Reſerve, We 
hardly ſpoke a Word during the whole 
Time, and very ſoon after Supper, we 
all went to our ſeveral Apartments. 

I was apprehenſive, ſaid I to Man- 
ſell, as we were coming back, that I 
could not ſtay long at Mrs. Afieck's, for 
tear of being known in that Part of the 
Town. However, ſuppoling that had 
not been the Caſe, yet the Imprudence 


| of my Wife has, you ee, diſcovered 


me. It is to no Purpole to come to ar y 
Explanation, as it cannot poſſibly be or 
Vor. II. 8 any 
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any Service to me. I ſhould be glad if 
you would, when you return, continued 
J, blame me for my long Abſence, and 
give this Note to my Wife. He pro- 
miſed he would go that very Evening, 
and I ſat him down at his own Door. 
The next Morning he came for my 
Note, the Contents of which were only 
as follows. 


9 E AR nothing, my Dear, but 
60 leave open your Window after 
„ Supper, and Love will in ſome Meaſure 
<< retrieve the Miſchief it has been the 


* Occaſion of.” 


About eleven o'Clock that Night, I 
let myſelf in by my Key into Mrs. A, 
fleck's Garden. I ran to the Arbour, and 
being certain that it would bear my 
Weight very well, I climbed up by it 
into my Wife's Apartment, where ! 
found her waiting for me. She informed 
me, that Mrs. Affleck had kept a ſtrict 
Silence ever ſince, but had not ſhewn 
the leaſt Sign of Suſpicion. I went out 

early in the Morning by the ſame Way 
which I had come in at, after having 
firſt ſettled when we were to meet again, 


and during great Part of the Winter we 
| uſed 
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uſed to have frequent Interviews of this 


Had. 
One fine Night I went as uſual to my 


Rendezvous, but unfortunately, while 


there, the Weather changed, and there 
fell a good deal of Snow ; but either 
Sleep, or my Wife's engaging Conver- 
ſation, hindered me from perceiving it, 
tho' I ſtaid later than ordinary that 
Morning. The Day was beginning to 
break when I went, and ſo ſoon as I 
was got into the Garden, and ſaw the 
Snow, I recollected that I might proba- 
bly be diſcovered by the Print of my 
Feet. There ſeemed to me to be equal 
Danger in returning as in going for- 
ward. I was in hopes that my Wife 
would perceive the Snow and endeavour 
to remove the Marks ; beſides, that by 
going back again I hazarded my Return 
atall ; ſo that after having trampled all 
the Walk over that no particular Path 
towards the Arbour might be diſcerned, 
I went out of the Garden. 

J was in the utmoſt Anxiety when 
Manſell came to me in the Afternoon, 
and brought me a Letter from his Cou- 
ſin, which had been given him by Mrs. 
Afﬀieck's Houſe-keeper. I believe, ſaid 
he, that ſome ſtrange Revolution has 

I 2 happened, 


17 TRUE MER IT, 
happened. It ſeems likely that my 


Couſin has gained over the Houle- 
keeper to her Intereſt, for ſhe ſeems ex- 
tremely eager to do her all the Service 
in her Power, and told me that ſhe 
waited to know whether there was an 
Anſwer or no, for which Purpoſe I have 
made her ſtay in my Room. 

I Read the Letter, the Contents of 
which were as follows. 


TY O W unhappy am I, my dear 
Ws Huſband ? Mrs. Aﬀeck g ot up 
this Morning at eight o Clock, 
and 1 did not awake till ten. She 
« obſerved the Prints af a Man's Foot 
-in the Snow, upon which ſhe went 
« into the Garden, and found out that 
** the 'Track led up to my Window, 
She came into my Room while I was 
holding your Picture in my Hand, 
and ſurprized me before I had Time 
<« to hide it. This Circumſtance con- 
< tributed to ſtrengthen the Suſpicions 
<<. which ſhe had before entertained of 
* our private Correſpondence. She uſed 
„ me extremely ill, and notwithitand- 
„ing the repeated Aſſurances that [I 
« pave her of our being married, ſhe 
* would not believe a Syllable * | 
© hut 
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e hut treated me as if I had been a 
« common Strumpet. The Houſe- 
« keeper came and told me ſoon after 
„that Mrs. Afleck was going to ſend 
« Word to my Uncle of the Diſcovery 
« ſhe had made, and offered her Ser- 
« yice, to come and give you Notice of 
« jt, I was afraid it would give you 
« ſome Concern if I ſent to you imme- 
« diately. The Bearer can inform you 
« where I am at preſent. I have begun, 
« you may finiſh it you think proper.” 


I defired Manſell to go and fetch the 
Houſe-keeper, which he accordingly did, 
who, when ſhe came, aſſured me, that 
ſhe would, from Time to Time, inform 
me of every Thing that happened to my 
Wife. She added farther, © that Mrs. 
Aﬀeck (who entruſted her with all her 
Secrets) had told her, that ſhe knew her: 
Son's paſſionate Temper too well to 
think of telling him the true Reaſon of 
her ſending her Grandaughter into the 
Country; that it would be ſufficient to 
ſay that ſhe was afraid of coming into 
lome Trouble about Skynner's Affair, or 
that ſhe ſhould give Occaſion to freſh 
Quarrels if ſhe ſtaid with her any longer.. 
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174 TRUE MERIT, 
I promiſed, that I would amply r-- 
ward her for her Pains, and gave her 
ten Guineas as an earneſt of that Pro- 
miſe, which gained her over to my In- 
tereſt intirely, and we agreed to meet 
in two Days time. 7 00 ng 
She came according to Appointment, 
and informed me, that Mr. Manſell came 
the very Day Mrs. Afeck had ſent to 
him, and after having talked for ſome 
Time with the Grandmother, he went 
away without ſeeing his Niece, but came 
the next Day and | Barn her away, car- 
rying her to a Farm Houſe about twenty 
Miles off, where he had left her as a 
Boarder; that Mr. Manſell had left a 
particular Order not to ſuffer her either 


to ſee or ſpeak to any one, except him- 


ſelf and her, who, ſhe ſaid, was to go 
ſometimes and enquire after her Health, 
and let her know how her Relations did. 
She farther told me, that ſhe had been 
there to convey her Cloaths to her, and 
that ſhe could perceive her uſing extra- 
ordinary Condeſcention towards one of 
the Girls of the Houſe, and that from 
thence ſhe concluded her Deſign was to 
gain her to her Intereſt. We agreed, 
that after ſhe had been there ſome Time, 
ſhe ſhould introduce me to her _ 

ome 
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ſome Pretence or other, and in the mean 
Time, as ſhe was continually going 
backwards and forwards. She ſhould 
always take a Letter from me, and 
return with the Anſwer. Theſe feeble 
Aſſiſtances, notwithſtanding they afford- 
ed ſome Conſolation, did not ſatisfy our 
mutual Deſires; we therefore reſolved to 

procure a Method of ſeeing each other. 
An Incident that happened much about 
this Time, gave me ſome Hopes that 
our Marriage would be at laſt diſcovered 
and acknowledged by Mr. Manſell. This 
Man's chief Fortune lay in a Couple of 
Houſes which he was. the Owner of, 
ſituated in different Parts of the Town. 
The beſt of which, by ſome Accident, 
was burnt down. As I could never 
bring myſelf to rejoice at any Misfor- 
tune that happened to another, fo, not- 
withſtanding the Animoſity he had al- 
ways expreſſed againſt me, I was ex- 
tremely concerned at hearing the Loſs 
he had ſuſtained, which I knew he could 
not poſſibly bear. He himſelf lived in 
Part of the other Houſe, and the Rent 
tor the Lodgings which he lett, was 
not ſufficient by any Means for his Sub- 
ſiſtance. It was true, indeed, that his 
Son had a very good Income, and that 
I 4 he 


